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Talk about the life in Massachusetts, 

Speak about the people I have seen, 

And the lights all went out in Massachusetts 

And Massachusetts is one place I have seen. 

Bee Gees. Album: Horizontal. Song Massachusetts, 3" Verse 


Welcome to the 7th Annual Colonial Coin Collectors Club Convention and Auction being held this year for the Sth 
straight year in Boston, Massachusetts, in conjunction with the Fall Bay State Coin Show lovingly, as always, put on by 
Ed Aleo. In reflecting on possible comments for the introduction to this sale, several themes came to the fore. 


One is the continued health and vibrancy of our club. Founded just in 1993, but already so many lasting contributions 
have already been made by it to our hobby. C-4’s quarterly newsletter has frequently been the forum for new lines of 
inquiry into the coins that fascinate us, and the people and the times that produce them. In depth educational workshops 
and displays have become a hallmark of C-4 conventions, drawing us all deeper together in the pursuit and camaraderie 
of our hobby. Then there are these auctions. With this, our 7th Sale, a collective body of work is rapidly taking shape that 
can well serve both this and future generations of Colonial Coin collectors as indispensable reference materials for our 
hobby. 


Then of course there are the very coins here being auctioned, as usual a wide array of treasures large and small. 
Each year dozens of people consign coins to the C-4 auction and the vast majority of consignors are C-4 members. 
Sometimes they are dealers but more often pure collectors. Partially these sales are swap meets. One collector’s duplicate 
becomes another’s front line coin and versa. Sometimes coins offered are ones being pruned, cut out of larger collections 
so the collector can concentrate his/her resources on a newly isolated or reinvigorated core area of pursuit. Each Sale 
also always has some major rarities that astute collectors unearth almost incidentally, while looking for coins they 
personally collect. If a New Jersey collector stumbles onto a rare unattributed Connecticut Copper (which he or she 
astutely makes the effort to identify), it’s fresh fodder to bankroll buys of rare New Jersey Coppers. We all know hard 
core collectors gather at C-4 conventions, so there’s no better place to receive top dollar for rare varieties than a C-4 
convention auction. Well we have all of those coins in this year’s Sale, but we also have several hand crafted front line 
Colonial Coin collections. Our featured collection is a wonderful group of Vermont Coppers assembled over many 
years by one of the nicest men in this hobby, or anywhere else. Frealon “Bud Bibbins, took great care and put great love 
in assembling his collection, and we are honored to have been chosen to sell it. In this Sale also are some marvelous 
specialized groupings, including a nice variety/ die state collection of Nova Constellatio coppers, and a well chosen run 
of Machins Mills British Imitation Halfpence. Rounding out the Sale are two significant and broadly based Colonial 
Coin collections. We might say Type coin collections, but that would do neither justice, since each is a variety collection 
as well, comprising a wide range of types and die rarities both. 


Finally, it is difficult to gather today in Boston without being struck both by its history and by the times we now live 
in. Close to where we convene, the first coins made in America quite literally were struck. While this sale lacks the very 
first NE silver coins, it does contain the largest run of Oak and Pine Tree coinage we have yet had the pleasure to offer. 
Each and every one is an amazing coin. Each and every coin in this Sale is an amazing coin, for each is American history 
embodied. So much of what was great, and what was tragic, in this country’s history has happened here in Massachusetts. 
From the first Thanksgiving to the Salem Witch Trials, from the Boston Tea Party to Shay’s Rebellion, from the Shot 
Heard Around the World to the Terror at Logan. Through just about all of it these coins were present, as they are present 
here today. Given the sweep of history, the C-4 Convention of anew millennium holds no meaning, but the coins that we 
convene to here hold, do. They are silvers of America’s journey in copper, silver, brass, and tin; and they are pieces of 
America’s dream. When the coins from another world - the Old World, glorified a monarch’s reign, coins from the New 
World, ours, proclaimed the Peoples Will. Liberty and Justice boldly stamped for all to touch and see. The pride of our 
forebears is clear in the coins that they made. They held them in their hands and then they passed them on, as will we to 
our children and then they then to theirs. When this auction is over these earliest of American coins will disperse to new 
homes. And if those homes are far enough away, they may pass through the heightened security at Logan International 
Airport, as one small part of that journey, for they are continuing witnesses to American history. They have been through 
better times, and they have been through worse times. They are the enduring, literal fabric of our freedom. 
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L. 1652 NEW ENGLAND SHILLING 
COUNTERFEIT VF20 56.7 gns. Holed. Reputed to be a 
contemporary counterfeit, reportedly found with a metal detector 
in Windsor CT in 1996. Alternately toned silver that has 
brightened due to cleaning, and dark mottled spotting . Deep 
gray within the recess of the rectangular punches. Planchet wavy 
with some scattered light porosity, with a short split at the upper 
right corner of the NE rectangle. Holed at 3:00 when viewed 
from that side. Some light recent hair line scratches. Both punches 
similar to but not identical to those seen on genuine specimens. 
The question of course, is whether or not this piece is a 
contemporary counterfeit, that is, one produced during the period 
contemporaneous with the circulation of genuine examples. This 
coin was purchased by the consignor with that understanding. 
Undoubtedly contemporary counterfeits of New England 
Shillings and lessor denominations were made. With its simple 
design, a New England Shilling was relatively easy to fake, even 
in the 17th and 18th centuries. The look and fabric of this coin 
appears old, but that is by no means a fool proof determination. 
Though irregular in shape, the planchet is closer to round than 
typically encountered with genuine pieces. An 18th century 
counterfeit might however display that trait. Over the last two 
years or so an unusual number of convincing contemporary 
counterfeit rare Mass. silver type coins have been offered for 
sale through EBAY, from sellers either in New England or 
Michigan. Bidders are urged to view this lot in person if at all 
possible. 





2. 1652 WILLOW TREE SIXPENCE 
COUNTERFEIT F18 32.9 gns. Another coin with claims of 
being a contemporary struck counterfeit (please see our notes 
from the preceding lot). Sold as such years back by Mike Ringo 
when such finds were much scarcer than they appear to be of 
late. Struck from unlisted dies. Unlike the preceding lot, most of 
this coin displays an even medium to dark gray toning, with 
lighter silver speckling scattered through the fields, muted silver 
at most high points. Uneven patterns of wear, some portions of 
legends bold, others near nonexistent. Genuine Willow Tree 
coinage is notorious for poor strikes, and though less acclaimed, 
the Willow Tree series on a whole is rarer than the New England 


series that preceded it. 


2 
VF25 55.6 gns. Heavily clipped but well centered on both sides 
with portions of all legends remaining. Oak Tree is strong, as 
these things come. Late (but not terminal) reverse die state with 
large cud forming right of the denomination. A dug coin, 
excavated near Kinderhook NY. Fortunately silver is not as 
reactive to ground exposure as copper, and the planchet is only 
slightly grainy. Light hairlines on obverse, fine scrape marks on 
reverse, not very distracting in any case. This coin has been 
cleaned but not harshly, the brighter tones are still muted with 
some contrasting gray remaining. 








4. 1652 OAK TREE SHILLING NOE 12- ora variant 
thereof (R-7) F12 58.9 gns. A true technical grade perhaps 
should be higher, but realistically this coin has the appearance 
of a grade lower even than that here assigned. Both sides are 
roughened by pervasive fine porosity, likely this is a sea salvage 
coin. Part of the low weight can be explained by that, as the 
legends are essentially full on the planchet, but minor clipping 
is also likely. Predominantly deep gray patina with high points 
brushed up. The rim has small crimp bends at 4:00 and 7:00 
obverse. Oddly enough we had the occasion to catalog another 
Noe 12 Oak Tree Shilling for last year’s C4 Sale, odd because it 
is a definite rarity in the series, lacking from most major 
collections. That coin was consigned to us as a Noe I] - 12,. an 
intermediate die cutting variety, which led to an extensive print 
discussion regarding the difficulties distinguishing a Noe 12 from 
the latter, or from a Noe 12.5, all three being solid Rarity 7 coins. 
Plates of Noe 12 and its variants are rarer than the coins. We can 
refer you to Norweb #1170, a Noe 11-12 there called unique, as 
well as last year’s C4 coin. We refer you also to the discussion 
that accompanied lot #3 from our year 2000 sale, and take this 
opportunity to correct a serious error there found. Mayflower’s 
12/66 Stearns’ Sale actually contained 4 examples, which is 4 
more than we credited it with. However none of those coins were 
plated. 










D-1 An annotated copy of the U.S. Marshall’s Service Sale 
7/28/00. Handpriced with notations of grades and provenance 
by many lots. The hand, that of Colonial Iluminati Anthony 
Terranova. All proceeds go to C-4. 
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os OE 16 (R-5) VF25 
33.3 gns. Just shy of full weight, minimally clipped if at all. 


Planchet split at 12:30 obverse into top of tree. Both sides evenly 


granular. There are several near vertical old obverse scratches Me 1652 PINE TREE SHILLING NOE 6 (R-6) F12 55.6 
from the base of the coin roughly to the center to the right of the gns. ALarge Planchet type. With some detail of a slightly higher 
tree. The Oak Tree is relatively clear while the reverse is bold. grade, but unevenly worn. Though obviously clipped the planchet 
The obverse is predominantly light gray, the reverse is noticeably is still broad and most of the legends remain fully on the planchet. 
darker. A very tough type to obtain in any grade, most found are Wear patterns occur in bands, likely the result of bends being 
low grand and/or impaired. smoothed out, and the upper third of the tree thus suffers. Medium 


gray patina with silver high points. One tiny circular indentation 
at the reverse center just within the inner circle of beads, but few 
other marks. The planchet is irregular, as viewed from the reverse, 
at its base. The planchet there is thinner where it appears a small 
section of metal was lost due to a pre strike lamination. Noe 6 is 
seldom encountered. It was lacking from Norweb, Oechsner, 
Roper, and Stack’s 5/98 Sale of the Reed Hawn Collection. Then 
again Mayflower’s 12/66 Sale had 4 examples (out of over 150 
lots of Mass. Silver). Picker #24 was a strong VF. Another plated 
example, graded technical EF, lot #920 of Stack’s 1/93 Sale. 





=f 

8. 1652 PINE TREE SHILLING NOE 8 (R-3)) F12 49.4 
ens. A Large Planchet type. Heavily clipped down to the size of 
a sixpence. with only fragments of legends visible beyond the 
inner beaded circle. Bright silver with deep gray in some recessed 
areas. A band of wear crosses horizontally through a short portion 
of the tree, but most central details are strong. Also a few toned 
scratches on the reverse. 





6. 1652 PINE TREE SHILLING NOE 1 (R-1)) AUSS5 

69.9 gns. A Large Planchet type. This coin is a joy to behold, a: 1652 PINE TREE SHILLING NOE 10 (R-3) VE25 
choice in every way. Original moderate gray surfaces with some 70.2 gns. A Large Planchet type. Light gray and silver, for the 
luster remaining. The S bend one sometimes encounters on high most part evenly struck, with only a few letters weak. Some signs 
grade examples of large planchet shillings is still readily evident. of an S bend. Generally smooth, and lacking any significant 
Smooth, glossy, and problem free. Nicely centered with virtually problems. A thicker planchet than usually seen with Large 
all of the legends full on the obverse, the reverse is completely Planchet types, correspondingly it is not quite as large as some, 
full. A splendid type coin. and a few legend letters are tight against the edge or falling off. 


mn 
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10. 1652 PINE TREE SHILLING NOE 16 (R-2) FI5 
67.7 gns. A Small Planchet Type. Here the planchet is a little 
thinner than usual for a Small Planchet type, so the planchet 
ends up fairly large despite being slightly underweight. An 
altogether pleasing coin for the grade, with a natural mix of 
medium ad darker gray patina, the surfaces are smooth and 
virtually mark free. All of the legends are complete on the 
planchet, though the obverse shows weakness from 2:00 to 5:00. 





11. 
66.7 gns. ASmall Planchet Type. A pleasing low grade example, 
smooth and problem free, nicely toned silver and gray. Obverse 
full and clear, reverse weak at points including the center, but 
date and denomination still legible. 





12. OE 19 (R-6) VF20 
67.9 gns. ASmall Planchet Type. Struck on a compact planchet, 
but well centered with full and complete legends. The obverse is 
smooth, the reverse a bit more granular with a thin scratch 
diagonal over the very center. All in all attractive, especially for 
a rare variety. The Norweb and Hawn coins were not much 
stronger than this. 


13. 1652 PINE TREE SHILLING NOE 25 (R-5) VF20 
63.4 gns. A Small Planchet Type. Struck on a nearly round 
planchet, rather unusual for this variety. This is a sea salvage 
coin, from the wreck of the Feversham which sank in 1711 off 
the coast of Nova Scotia. Grainy, as can be expected, but less so 
than many salvage coins, with the reverse not badly effected, 
showing clear nearly full legends and central detail The obverse 
Tree is also full and clear, though some of the legend letters are 
not due to the corrosive effects of submersion. Otherwise free 
of damage. Dark gray with pale silver raised points. A tough 
coin above VF. Stack’s 1/99 Sale Lot 32 Ticket includ 





14. 1652 PINE TREE SIXPENCE NOE 33 (R-5) EF40 
33.8 gns. An attractive problem free example with glossy 
surfaces evenly toned a light gray. The reverse is well centered 
while the obverse, as is usually seen with this variety and most 
Pine Tree coins of this denomination, is not. Struck high, the 
Tree is not effected but upper legends are incomplete as a result. 
Some light gentle bends to the planchet, again typical, do not 
effect the eveness of wear on this pleasing coin. Off center as 
usually seen, here high and to the left with resulting legend loss. 
Reverse well centered. Last two digits in date lost as a result of 
the previously mentioned area of weakness. Surfaces smooth, 
alternating light silver and dark gray. No marks or damage. 





Is. THOMAS WYATT’S GOOD SAMARITAN 
SHILLING, KENNY W.C.8 (R-6) VF35 46.4 gns. Silver. 
One of America’s most famous coin reproductions, and one that 
seldom trades. We offered one in our 1999 C4 Sale, before that 
one sold in Stack’s 5/98 Sale of the Reed Hawn collection. This 
example shows light wear, perhaps it served as a pocket piece, 
for they never did circulate. Medium deep gray and contrasting 
silver, and free of problems. Anyone interested in the story of 
the Good Samaritan Shilling should read “The Secret of the Good 
Samaritan Shilling” by Eric P. Newman, published as 
Numismatic Notes and Monographs #142 by the A.N.S. in 1959. 
It chronicles how two counterstamped pieces of genuine Mass. 
Silver led to centuries of confusion as to the existence of genuine 
Good Samaritan Shillings. When Wyatt had this famous “copy” 
made in 1856, the engraver modeled the obverse after the 
illustration in Feld’s 1839 “Historical Account of Massachusetts 
Currency” (which assumed the piece was genuine). Since cross 
hatching was used in the illustration, cross hatching was used on 
the “copy” dies! 
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16. (1688) AMERICAN PLANTATION TOKEN - 
TRANSPOSED SHIELDS NEWMAN 2-G (R-7) VG8 147.9 
gns. The key coin in this much under appreciated series and a 
great rarity. Also an original issue since neither of the dies used 
to create it were ever found or used in restrikes. A technical 


composite grade, due to extensive tin pest on the obverse. Also a 
small crimp and bend at 10:00 obverse. Fortunately the reverse, 
where the shields are featured, for the most part escaped the pest 
plague. Tin is a very reactive metal, unsuited for coinage, and 
the obverse shows why. A degraded King on horse and a few 
legend letters are all that can be made out, the surface 1s hyper 
pebbly, with large dark splotches. The reverse shows detail 
approaching VF and in all important regards (and most 
unimportant ones) is clear. If one orients the reverse so that VAL 
24 appears at the upper right, the Irish harp appears in the shield 
found at 3:00, rather than in its usual position at 9:00 where it 
resides on all other known varieties of this issue. The reverse 
surface is mostly smooth with a few small lightly rough and 
darker patches near the rim. Toning predominantly light to 
medium gray. 





ie (1688) AMERICAN PLANTATION TOKEN- 
SIDEWAYS 4 NEWMAN 3-C (R-7) VF25 130.9 gns. Another 
Original Issue, and a classic rarity in the series. The Newman C 
reverse is the only die that has a lazy 4, which seems to have 
fallen over to the right and now rests on its side, and it is found 
combined only with the Newman 3 and 6 obverses. This coin 
has a natural deep gray patina, but is highly reflective and thus 
appears brighter than it otherwise might. The surfaces have the 
typical graininess found on all but the most exceptional examples 
of Plantation Tokens. Obverse strike is uneven, with HIB REX 
faint. There are a few spots of tin pest on the surfaces but they 
are small and positioned so as to cause minimal distraction. The 
sideways 4 is bold and undisturbed. It is extremely unusual to 
find one, let alone two, of the significant Plantation Token rarities 
offered in one Sale. 





18. (1688) AMERICAN PLANTATION TOKEN 
NEWMAN 4-E VF35 148.3 gns. Possible Restrike/ Possible 
Original. This coin should conservatively be considered a restrike 
as there is no sure way to distinguish the original use of these 
dies from their subsequent reuse by London coin dealer Matthew 
Young in about 1828. The originals were struck during the last 
few weeks of James II's reign before the “Glorious Revolution” 
dethroned him. Young came into possession of two pairs of the 
original dies and the equipment for duplicating the edge devices 
and made several hundred strikings. Both originals and restrikes 
are now scarce. While restrikes made from the 5-D dies have a 
vertical obverse die break through some right legends, that 
diagnostic does not hold for the 4-E. This particular example is 
interesting for the golden brassy, and even ruddy, toning found 
over most of its surfaces. However typical gray toning shows at 
high points on the obverse, indicating some type of wash or 
coating was once applied to this coin. Free of noticeable marks 
or pest and generally smooth (minimally grainy). Beauty is 
subjective of course, but this cataloger finds the toning found 
here oddly compelling. 


1g; (1688) AMERICAN PLANTATION TOKEN 
NEWMAN 4-E VEF25 147.6 gns. Possible Restrike/ Possible 
Original. Same dies as the preceding lot, same story. Even 
medium gray patina, and free of tin pest. Surfaces are smooth 
and reflective but the obverse has scattered small digs and marks, 
which are only minimally distracting in this grade. Also a few 
small rim dings, mostly on the reverse. Collectors intent on 
purchasing an original striking issue are best off purchasing an 
example struck from the group of dies that never made their 
way to Mr. Young’s shop, but undoubtedly many Newman 4-E’s 
and 5-D’s are also original issues. A generation or so back It 
used to be assumed that the Restrikes maintained a degree of 
original luster, unlike the vast majority of originals. That dubious 
distinction has dulled however over the intervening years. Breen 
claims that the Restrikes were minted on slightly lighter planchets 
than were the originals. This too is an undependable criteria as 
weight ranges overlap, and the weight of individual coins is 
always erratic, especially during the Colonial era. A case can be 
made that lower grade examples, as opposed to upper end 
minimally or uncirculated specimens, actually circulated and thus 
more likely were original issues. Other more defining distinctions 
hopefully yet remain to be discovered by serious students of this 
series, a group in very short supply. 
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20. (1688) AMERICAN PLANTATION TOKEN 
NEWMAN 4-E VEF20 147.6 gns. Possible Restrike/ Possible 
Original. Again. Medium to dark gray, the fields on this do retain 
some original luster, but some details are softened by early tin 
pest, notably around the obverse legends. From a circulation 
stand point this coin is technically EF or higher (default grading 
in this catalog is normally “Technical” unless otherwise noted 
in the description, as it is here), but it lacks the crispness of that 
grade. Otherwise though the coin is problem free. 


21. (1688) AMERICAN PLANTATION TOKEN 
NEWMAN 6-F F12 127.5 gns. An Original Issue. Not always 
recognized as such because, like the Restrike varieties, the head 
of the King falls between the G and B on the Newman 6 obverse. 
Numerous and varied small contact marks consistent with the 
grade for a coin struck in this soft metal, but no tin pest. Large 
rim bruise at 4:00 obverse with several smaller ones also. Toned 
an even light gray, very acceptable as a budget type coin of an 
original striking. These coins, alternately known as the Florida 
or Holt Plantation Token, are among a small handful of coins 
authorized by the British Crown for specific use in the American 
Colonies.. 


SPANISH AMERICAN SILVER COINAGE 
While British coins dominated the copper coins that were actually 
used on a daily basis in the Colonies, the same can be said for 
Spanish coinage struck in the New World when it came to 
circulating silver coins. 





22. Ca. 1562 ONE REALE - MEXICO CITY MINT F12 
50.7 gns. Carlos | & Johanna. Close to round in shape, contrasting 
light gray and silver tones. For the most part evenly struck with 
just a few legend letters faint. Surfaces smooth and problem free. 


23. Ca. 1650 ONE REALE - MEXICO CITY MINT G4 
47.2 gns. Philip IV. Recovered from the Feversham wreck of 
1711. Irregular shape, predominantly light silver with some gray. 
Fairly strong centers, peripheries very weak. Silver smoother 





24. 1721 * HALF REALE” FRACTIONAL CUT 
SILVER - 1/44 OFA TWO REAL COIN F12 19.7 gns. Pleasing 
smooth and lightly toned. This coin was excavated near Aguia 
Creek, Aguia Virginia, near Alexandria Virginia. 


25. 5 DENOMINATION SET OF SPANISH 
COLONIAL SILVER w/ 1/2, 1, 2,4, & 8 REALE PIECES. 
All but the 4 Reale coin were struck in Mexico, while that piece 
originated at the Potosi Mint in Bolivia. Includes: 1758 1/2 Reale 
VF30 25.2 gns. Clean and problem free. Pillar Type. WITH 1743 
| Reale VF20 49.9 gns. Lightly granular, free of significant 
marks. Pillar Type. WITH 1776 2 Reale F15 98.1 gns. That magic 
date. Bright silver, evenly worn, free of marks. Carolus II Bust 
Type. WITH 1773 4 Reale VF20 201.3 gns. Lightly polished, 
faint X scratch in right obverse field. Carolus II] Bust Type. 
WITH 1781 8 Reales F18 411.8 gns. Pillar Type. Reverse has 
detail of solid VF, but obverse has some central weakness. Minor 
obverse horizontal scratch above Pillars. Pleasing lightly toned 
silver. 





ty’ 
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PEEL! 





26. 1756 EIGHT REALE - PILLAR DOLLAR - 
MEXICO CITY EF45 418.7 gns. A lovely problem free 
example of this important and popular type. Smooth problem 
free surfaces predominantly covered with a natural medium gray 
patina, with a few small darker areas on the reverse. 











D-2 BETSY ROSS FLAG 
Betsy Ross was the seamstress in Philadelphia who is purported 
to have made the first flag of the United States, having been 
commissioned by George Washington. The Continential flag is 
the official flag of the United States, but it is possible that its 
design came from this flag. In any case, the Betsy Ross story has 
become an integral part of early American history. A number of 
high quality reproductions of colonial era flags have been donated 
to the C-4 Sale to benefit the Club. This is the first of many to be 
offered in this sale. All proceeds will go to C-4. 
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FRENCH COLONIAL COINS 

Perhaps there is no more complex area in “U.S. Colonials” than 
this. Prior to the conclusion of the French and Indian wars in the 
mid 18th century, and to a small extent beyond, France rivaled 
England for dominance of the North American Continent and 
the current United States. Current U.S. maps bear evidence, 
from Detroit, to Des Moines to New Orleans. Like England, 
France made little effort to produce coinage specifically for its 
North American Colonies, and none that we know of were minted 
here under French colonial rule. One is left sorting through more 
and less compelling documentation to establish the legitimacy 
of various issues claim to inclusion within our “Colonial” series. 
Matters are further clouded by French sovereignty over 
“Louisiana” long after French withdrawal trom “Canada”. 


For those seeking more of an underpinning to their French 
Colonial collecting interests than is provided by the Red Book, 
we suggest reading Chapter 5 of Breen’s Complete Encyclopedia 
of U.S. and Colonial Coins, and his chapter “Coinage Under the 
French Regime” in Studies on Money in Early America (A.N.S. 
1976 edited by Eric P. Newman). An essential counterpoint 1s 
provided by Michael Hodders’ “Guide to Coins of Nouvelle 
France” contained as a chapter in Canada’s Money, edited by 
John Kleeberg and also published by the American Numismatic 
Society. The latter is clear and compelling in its presentation of 
factual information documenting purposeful and targeted 
circulation of various French issues in Nouvelle France (while 
Breen casts a wider net, including coins with more incidental 
associations). Our preface to the French Colonial Coin section 
of our 10/12/96 C4 Sale contains further musings on this subject. 


These sales, conducted on behalf of the Colonial Coin Collectors 
Club, include those coins with some claim to specific inclusion 
in our series, though the case at times is tenuous at best (the 
same can be said for some “English” issues, including Condor 
Tokens with American associations). Some coins that circulated 
here, like the 17th century “Old Sols”, the 30 Deniers 
“Mousquetairs’’, and the 9 Deniers COLONIES FRANCOISES, 
among others, are certainly on firm footing, bearing in mind that 
France usually did not distinguish between its North American 
and Caribbean holdings when issuing coins for its New World 
colonies. 


27. 1711-D 30 DENIERS or “MOUSQUETAIRE” F12 
35.3 gns. Lyon Mint. A problem free lower grade example, with 
silvering that remains bright over most of the coin. 





28. 1720-A LIVRE D’ARGENT FIN GADOURY 296 - 
SILVER VF35 56.0 gns. Paris Mint. To shed some light on the 
confusion that surrounds the entire area of French Colonial 
coinage, a coin of this exact type and denomination was sold in 
B&R’s 10/80 Garrett 3 Sale as Lot # 1299, under the title: Louis 
XV _ Silver 1/6 ecu, while Breen refers to this exact same coin 
as: LIVRE AUX DEUX L. COURONNEES, “LIVRE DE LA 
COMPANIE DES INDES”. Gadoury is an accepted standard 
reference for French coinage of this period so we use his 
designation, as does Michael Hodder in his thorough overview 
of French Colonial coinage (giving his case for what should and 
should not be included under that term) published within the 
A.N.S.’s Canada’s Money edited by John M. Kleeberg. First 
the coin. Lightly toned silver, deepening to dark gray near the 
rims and some reverse devices. Evenly struck and well centered 
with rather smooth and pleasing surfaces. One fine toned 
diagonal pin scratch from near the crown through one L. and 
otherwise problem free. Though Breen does not specifically 
reference this silver coinage in his Encyclopedia, it is mentioned 
under number #16 in his chapter “Coinage Under the French 
Regime” within Studies On Money in Early America (an 
excellent book) A.N.S. 1976, edited by Newman. This coin was 
issued by authority of the Compagnie des Indes under Jon Law’s 
control during a period when the company was granted the right 
to mint French coinage by the Crown. It’s use was not specifically 
intended for nor directed towards Canada. However it was during 
this period of time that Law’s grand scheme to issue currency 
backed by the natural resources of France’s “Mississippi” 
holdings first flourished then burst with decidedly negative 
consequences for John Law and France’s moneyed class. It is 
that association that lends an American appeal to these French 
coins. 


29. 1721-H COPPER SOU (9 DENIERS) F18 76.4 gns. 
Rochelle Mint. Light brown and lightly porous. All legends full 
and clear. A few short scratches on the crown and slightly bent. 


30. 1722/1-H COPPER SOU (9 DENIERS) F12 80.9 gns. 
Rochelle Mint. Light brown, highly reflective with some scattered 
porosity. Uneven strike with areas of greater and lesser detail. 





Ons 1738-A SOU MARQUE EF45 31.6 gns. Paris Mint. 
Problem free, well centered and evenly struck with much original 
silvering and some luster remaining. 
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Sai 
Another lovely example of this type, the silvering is virtually 
complete and quite bright. Some trace striae, and a few legend 
letters are weak though still whole. 





a3: 1739-V SOU MARQUE EF40 30.2 gns. Troyes en 
Champagne Mint. Original silvering largely intact with some 
spots showing underlying gray. Some luster remains. Many 
details bold, only slightly granular. 





34. 1767 COPPER SOU - COUNTERSTAMPED 
(PCGS XF45) EF45. A choice high grade example. Problem 
free, contrasting chocolate and tan on glossy surfaces. 






S85. 1767 
186.3 gns. A premium example of this type with smooth and 
glossy surfaces free of marks. 


36. 
185.0 gns. Another choice example in a lower grade. Glossy 
light chocolate surfaces. Note that the dies for this and the 
preceding lot are not at all the same. Numerous pairings are 
known but only Robert Vlack seems to have taken an active 
interest in studying them. 
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os TWO 1767 COPPER SOUS - WITH & WITHOUT 
COUNTERSTAMP. Without Counterstamp; VF35 185.4 gns. 
Reflective but damaged, primarily on the COLONIES side where 
there are several large digs. With Counterstamp F12 185.4 gns. 
Pleasing problem free surfaces with contrasting dark and light 
browns. 


38. 2 COIN GROUP: LAIRD AU BUSTE ENFANTIN 
& “MOUSQUETAIRE”. 1720-BB LAIRD AU BUSTE 
ENFANTIN GADOURY 270 F12 165.1 gns. Strasbourg Mint. 
Chocolate brown with even moderate to heavy porosity. WITH 
1711-AA 30 DENIERS VG10 32.4 gns. Granular but free of 
marks. 


a8; 2 COIN GROUP: SOL AU BUSTE ENFANTIN & 
SOU MARQUE. 1720-S SOU AU BUSTE ENFANTIN 
GADOURY 276 F18 165.1 gns. Pleasing light brown surfaces, 
just slightly grainy. Buste Enfantin coinage of 1719 and 1720 
were produced under the infamous reign of John Law. 1739-A 
SOU MARQUE VG8 30.5 gns. Still fully silvered. Centers strong 
but weak around rims. Some scratches on crown side. 





40. (ca. 1714-1760) GEORGE I INDIAN PEACE 
MEDAL - STARRED OBVERSE - JAMIESON 3, BETTS 
164 COPPER FINE+ 187.0 gns. Recovered from the ground 
at some point with resulting areas of porosity and corrosion, but 
this in fact is smoother than many so recovered. The reverse is 
practically decent, smoother than that found on the exceptional 
VF example auctioned by Bowers and Merena in March 2001 in 
Part II of the Lucien M. LaRiviere Collection as lot #2005. Here 
the hunting Indian is exceptionally well preserved. Both sides 
are mostly toned medium brown, the obverse gold and ruddy 
red also, while the reverse is much more evenly brown. No loop 
for suspension remains. The starred obverse, or alternately Small 
Head obverse, is much scarcer than those found where the King’s 
hair is longer and the mail on his shoulder is less pronounced 
(and where no star is present below the bust). Of the 7 George 
I Indian Peace Medals auctioned in the Taylor Sale, only 2 were 
the Starred Obverse type. Medals of this sort were widely 
distributed in Colonial America with much documentation of 
their use in Pennsylvania, for example. Likely they continued 
to be distributed well after the reign of George I ended. For 
those interested in these early British Indian Peace Medals we 
refer you to two auctions where wonderful information on them 
is already published. First Bowers and Merenas 3/87 Frederick 
B. Taylor Sale where a hoard of George I Peace Medals were 
sold. Second the afore cited B&M 3/2001 LaRiviere Sale. 








The Seventh Annual C-4 Convention Sale, November 10, 2001 





41. 1722 ROSA AMERICANA TWOPENCE BREEN 
90 F12 258.5 gns. Deep golden toning, scattered porosity, 
hairlines on Rose side. Virtually full legends and date, Planchet 
cracked at base of coin, with digs at base of Bust. 


42. 
DULCI - BREEN 115 AUS53 123.7 gns. Rosette after date only. 
Called “Rare” by Breen. A splendid coin, absolutely problem 
free. Surfaces are unusually hard for a Rosa Americana coin, 
with little of the pre strike porosity sometimes associated with 
the cast planchets that were used. Medium golden in tone, with 
underlying luster. 


43. 1722 ROSA AMERICANA PENNY - UTILE 
DULCI - BREEN 116 F12 119.7 gns. Two reverse rosettes. 
Deep golden brown and pleasing. Essentially ideal for the grade. 





44. 1723 ROSA AMERICANA TWOPENCE BREEN 
95 EF45 234.2 gns. Stop after X, not after 3. Light golden olive, 
with traces of original yellow bath metal color showing through. 
Another coin with surfaces smoother than typical for the issue, 
particularly the obverse which is quite glossy. Small area of light 
porosity on the reverse at the right near the rim. Two very fine 
old obverse scratches near the King’s chin. Struck a bit off center, 
high obverse, low reverse, with corresponding legends tight 
against the rim. 


45. TWO VARIETY LOT OF 1722 ROSA 
AMERICANA PENNIES. Includes: Breen 115 - One Rosette 
Reverse VF20 104.3 gns. Medium golden brown, reflective with 
porous and pebbly surfaces. Clear full legends and date. WITH 
Breen 116 - One Rosette Reverse F15 125.0 gns. Dark golden 
brown fields. Bust lighter. Also porous and pebbly. 


46. 1723 ROSA AMERICANA PENNY BREEN 121 
VF20 119.7 gns. No Stop After Large 3. A very clean coin with 
virtually no stray marks. Medium to light golden brown, very 
even in tone. Planchet ever so slightly bowled. 








47. NNY BREEN 122 
AUS50 121.9 gns. No Stop After Small 3. Medium golden brown 
toning , but with ample traces of original yellow bath metal 
showing through, particularly on the reverse. Smooth, semi- 
glossy and problem free. An attractive example. 





48. 172 

VF30 102.5 gns. Stop After Top of X. Very Rare by Breen. While 
most of the surface of this coin can be called smooth, areas around 
the rims are pebbly with darker corrosive products, mostly in 
the right obverse legends and lower reverse area. Predominantly 
medium golden olive. 





49. 1722 WOOD’S HIBERNIA HALFPENNY - TYPE 
I, HARP LEFT - BREEN 144 EF45 108.8 gens. Light chocolate 
smooth and glossy surfaces. A few small tics on the reverse skirt. 


50. 1722 WOOD’S HIBERNIA HALFPENNY - TYPE 
I, HARP LEFT - BREEN 144 VF25 106.9 gns. Another smooth 
and glossy example, mid chocolate brown in tone. Free of 
significant problems. 





xy FPENNY - TYPE 
I, HARP LEFT - BREEN 144 VEF20 118.3 gns. Light brown 


smooth surfaces. A few small digs are clustered on the obverse. 
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52. 1723/22 WOOD’S HIBERNIA HALFPENNY - 
BREEN 152 EF40 109.7 gns. An always popular variety for its 
overdate. Light olive brown, smooth pleasing surfaces. Planchet 
slightly irregular (out of round with rough edge and crack) at 
top of coin. Small area of weakness at center each side from 
insufficient metal flow during striking. Overdate is clear. 


ne 1723 WOOD’S HIBERNIA HALFPENNY BREEN 
155 AU50 113.8 gns. A glossy mahogany planchet with large 
areas of ruddy toning. Some light and extremely fine granularity 
on the reverse. The obverse has fine porosity behind and above 
the obverse Bust. Also a few black specs, mostly at reverse center 
& by last I of HIBERNIA. Free of surface marks. 





54. 
155 EF40 112.9 gns. Smooth and attractive light chocolate 
surfaces with one or two trace striae on each side but no notable 
marks. A thin curving die break runs from the center of E of 
GEORGIUS to the top of the I. 


55. 1723 WOOD’S HIBERNIA HALFPENNY BREEN 
155 VF25 114.1 gns. Smooth reflective medium brown surfaces, 
light die rust can be found with minor effort at base of obverse 
Bust and elsewhere. Diagonal planchet roller marks still visible 
at center of the reverse. 


56. 1723 WOOD’S HIBERNIA HALFPENNY BREEN 
157 F12 106.9 gns. A decidedly ordinary coin were it not for 
cuds and die breaks. Dark gray brown with warmer high points, 
both sides show significant porosity. The obverse features a large 
cud over TI of GRATIA, and die breaks running form the rim 
above the U running through that letter, D and S to the Bust. 


12 


ro 1723 WOOD’S HIBERNIA HALFPENNY BREEN 
157 EF45 121.9 gns. Light brown with some scattered very 
light porosity and tiny isolated pre striking pits. Glossy and still 
pleasing. No surface marks but a small rim bruise at 5:00 reverse. 
Full beading evident in half circles at base of obverse and top of 
reverse. The mysteries of this series are slowly being unlocked 
through ongoing study and research. It has long been known 
that hundreds of die varieties of Wood’s Hibernia coins exist. A 
quick glance at the number of seeming duplicate coins sold in 
group lots from the Norweb collection is a good indication that 
an underground tradition of collecting these coins by specific 
die varieties historically has existed. Work on an updated 
attribution guide, building on Bob Vlack’s pioneering work, is 
well underway. Both Breen, with his arbitrary distinctions 
between small and large 3’s, and Nelson’s use of harp string 
counts, fall far short of capturing the subtle diversity of the series. 
Meanwhile historic research is also advancing with the web of 
factoids (that’s the first and possibly last time I have ever used 
that “word”) connecting Wood’s Hibernia coinage with the 
American Colonies slowly building. 


58. 1723 WOOD’S HIBERNIA FARTHING - 
.D:G :REX. - BREEN 169 [PCGS AU58] AUS58. The First 
Prototype Farthing (of the year). Smooth obverse with light 
chocolate brown toning. Reverse a bit darker within and around 
the harp and by the upper left legend. A bit rough by branch 
hand. 





59: 1723 WOOD’S HIBERNIA FARTHING - DEI. 
GRATIA. REX - BREEN 172 AUS50 58.0 gns. Hard problem 
free light brown surfaces, perfectly centered. 


60. 1723 WOOD’S HIBERNIA FARTHING - DEI. 
GRATIA. REX - BREEN 172 EF40 54.9 gns. Mid olive brown, 
some faded color around parts of the obverse legend. Generally 
smooth and reflective, a few small void flaws in the field near 
the top of the reverse. Horizontal curving die breaks at the top 
and bottom of the obverse Bust. 





‘ ¢ 
SS 


61. 1724 WOOD’S HIBERNIA HALFPENNY BREEN 
166 EF40 114.1 gns. Light brown smooth and glossy. Small 
patch of porosity and small dig adjacent between GRATIA and 
REX on the obverse. A scarcer year, especially in upper grades. 
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62. DIVERSE & SCARCER 4 COIN HIBERNIA 
GROUP. Includes: 1723/22 Halfpenny VF20 111.6 gns. 
Smooth and reflective medium brown but with significant 
obverse flaws in the fields near the obverse rim at 2:00 and 7:00. 
WITH 1723 Halfpenny AUSO 118.9 gns. Smooth but polished, 
light gold with russet tones. Free of marks. WITH 1723 Farthing 
- D. G. Obverse G6 55.7 gns. Light brown and reflective, minor 
scattered marks. Key legends, date, clear. WITH 1724 Farthing 
F12 52.7 gns. Dark brown with contrasting high points, porous, 
date and legends clear. 1724 Woods Hibernia Farthings are scarce 
in all grades. 





63. 1760 VOCE POPULI HALFPENNY NELSON 2 (R- 
3) VF25 111.2 gns. A variety that always comes flatly struck, 
particularly at the centers. Here on a pleasing smooth chocolate 
brown planchet with some darker accents. No marks worth 
noting. This is the variety with the tiny upper line off the loop of 
the six which sometimes one finds manually “altered” to appear 
like the second 0 of 1700. 


64. 1760 VOCE POPULI HALFPENNY NELSON 2 (R- 
3) F15 96.9 gns. A second example from a later die state with a 
cud appearing over the E of VOCE. Medium olive brown with 
some ruddy undertones. More smooth than not, that balance iffier 
on the reverse where several tiny tic digs can also be found on 
the upper half. 


65. 1760 VOCE POPULI HALFPENNY NELSON 3 
*“VOOE” (R-3) VF25 103.1 gns. Dark golden brown, high points 
brighter. Even light roughness across both sides, scrape scratches 
across Hibernia’a knees. Obverse quite bold but reverse is weak 
at the center. Reverse struck high with the tops of a few letters 
lost. 





66. 1760 VOCE POPULI HALFPENNY N.4 (R-1) VF25 
110.3 gns. Attractive mahogany toning with a smooth semi-glossy 
obverse. There are several thin pre strike surface fissures on the 


reverse (sort of like cracks in dry river bed mud) and traces of 


very fine granularity around the harp. Free from all but the most 
idle marks, 


67. 1760 VOCE POPULI HALFPENNY N.4 (R-1) VF20 
102.4 gns. Smooth problem free honey brown surfaces with 
ample gloss for the grade. From a later obverse die state with the 
letters of POPULI starting to crumble. 





68. 1760 VOCE POPULI HALFPENNY N.4 (R-1) 
(PCGS MS63). A coin that certainly is among the finest known 
for its variety. Toned a lovely and even light chocolate brown 
with impressively hard and glossy surfaces. Absolutely problem 
free, there are no marks of any sort on this coin. Excellent either 
for type, or for the variety. Our first C4 Sale, the 1995 Griffee 
Sale, contained a superb but clipped AUSS5 example as lot #253. 
In that sale an effort was made to list many of the finest coins of 
this variety that we could locate, (we will mention some of them 
briefly below), and we refer you to the 1995 catalog for a fuller 
discussion. We note that none of those coins had been 
encapsulated by a professional grading service, and several had 
detail comparable to this coin, in some cases even sharper at 
points, without being called mint state. There are a few points 
on this current coin that some might deem to be the faintest rub. 
We suspect prior grading standards for this series were slightly 
more conservative than those currently being applied. Then again 
note the example in Stack’s 3/75 sale of the Spence Collection, 
which was called Uncirculated with “Only the lightest hint of 
rubbing on the very highest points”. In recognition of the superb 
nature of the coin being sold here, we see fit to simply repeat the 
PCGS grade as it was assigned. However true students of this 
series, and many other Colonial coins, are always urged to reach 
back into a library and review coins from prior years that may 
have been labeled as High AU’s then, but which may be matches 
or near matches, for coins considered Choice Unc now. Some 
other leading examples of this variety besides the ones listed 
above include; the Norweb coin, called among the finest known, 
and the Taylor specimen which was the Zelinka obverse plate 
coin as well. Also the examples in the Roper and Garrett Sale. 


D-3 TAUNTON FLAG 

By October, 1774, the colonists were unhappy with the British 
who had enacted various laws to tax them. The Stamp Act and 
the Tea Act were examples of these laws. One of these organized 
groups was named the Sons of Liberty. Before battles were 


fought, the colonists often were displayed by the flags they flew, 
such as this one in Taunton, Massachusetts. It was a common 


protest flag-a “mutilated” version of the British flag. All proceeds 
from this lot go to C-4. 
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69. 1760 VOCE POPULI HALFPENNY N.6 (R-5) EF40 
105.4 gns. The grading of high end Nelson 6’s is as arbitrary as 
any coin this side of a Vermont Baby Head. They always come 
notoriously weakly struck at the center, and inevitably they are 
rough in one or more areas. This is the Taylor coin, lot #2029 
from B&M’s classic 3/87 Sale, and before that it was the plate 
coin for Zelinka’s study of this series that was published in the 
Colonial Newsletter. In Taylor it was graded VF30 “but from 
the aspect of actual wear received, probably EF45 or better’, 
and there you have it. Medium olive brown, and aside from 
areas of roughness at the centers of each side, the surfaces on 
this are probably more smooth and glossy than on any specimen 
we have encountered. Additionally, flat as it may seem, this has 
the detail of a high census piece, though no two high end 
examples are identical in where their greatest areas of weakness 
lie. It is interesting to note on this example, for instance, that the 
P’s of the obverse legend are filled in, which typically is not so. 
We have had the good fortune of handling two other high end 
examples of Nelson 6 in prior C4 Sales, lot #254 from our 1995 


auction, and lot #56 from our 1997 auction. The description for 


the former goes on seemingly endlessly (I know, I wrote it), 
comparing important known examples, which is then updated 
and added on in the latter. Read them if you must, but when all is 
said and done the current example is clearly among the finest 


one can own. Overall it is superior to both of the coins from our 


prior Sales. 


70. 
112.0 gns. Olive brown, some scattered micro fine porosity but 
otherwise problem free. 


71. 1760 VOCE POPULI HALFPENNY N.9 (R-1) FIS 
105.8 gns. Walter had it right. This coin accompanied by a signed 


“Colonial American Coin Club” photo certificate where Walter 


Breen states “Surfaces VF, sharpness Fine.” Smooth & reflective 
with mid olive brown toning. A few trivial rim taps is all. 
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TZ; 1760 VOCE POPULI HALFPENNY N.11 - P 
BELOW BUST - (R-3) FI5 145.1 gns A popular Red Book 
type. Dark golden olive with contrasting lighter devices and 
legends. Very fine porosity in the fields, with minor clusters of 
larger porosity scattered about. A few toned pin scratches on the 
lower half of the reverse. Small rim bruise 12:00 obverse. 





ree 1760 VOCE POPULI HALFPENNY N.12 - P 
BEFORE BUST - (R-2) F1I5 131.8 gns A popular Red Book 
type. Predominantly a warm light chocolate brown, but with 
olive gray shadowing of much of the design, most concentrated 
at the lower reverse. This the result of fine porosity. Small bruise 
at 9:30 obverse. 





74. 1760 VOCE POPULI HALFPENNY N.13 - P 
BELOW BUST - (R-2) VF35 144.1 gns. A lovely example of 
an important type. Light brown color with surfaces essentially 
as hard and glossy as Voce Peoples get. Planchet shaped slightly 
out of round which is not at all unusual. All features clear and 
fully on the planchet. One of two dramatic reverse die cracks 
descends into the 6 of the date. Absolutely problem free and 
superb for type. Ex Stack’s 1/01 Sale Lot 57 Ticket included. 
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BELOW BUST - (R-6) F12 132.3 gns. A rare variety, until 
recently rated rarity 7. Pale olive brown, both sides heavily dusted 
by fine porosity causing softening and loss of some detail. 
Planchet irregularly shaped, certainly wider than it is high. 


76. 
(PCGS VF25) VF20. Smooth just lightly granular olive brown 
planchet. Problem free other than a few small rim bruises that 
are nestled partially obscured by the slab at the base of the reverse. 
IBERN of the reverse legend very weak, mostly due to die state. 
This variety is frequently confused with the rarer Nelson 8. For 
those who use auction catalogs to attribute with, Taylor had it 
right, Norweb had it wrong. 


Ads 4 COIN VOCE POPULI VARIETY PACK. 
Includes: Nelson 12 F15 93.8 gns. Light brown with black 
shadowing around much of the legends. Surfaces slightly rough 
but reflective. WITH Nelson 3 (VOOE Type) VF20 96.5 gns. 
Ruddy brown with significant obverse porosity, and a very rough 
reverse which mimics multiple die breaks but more likely just 
shows byproducts of corrosion, along with a few verdigris spots. 
WITH Nelson 11 ( P Below Bust Type) F1I5 114.8 gns. Mixed 
medium and dark golden browns with moderate amounts of fine 
porosity across both sides. WITH Nelson 13 (P Below Bust 
Type - Rarity 2) VF20 140.9 gns. Black fields with extensive 
deep jade speckling contrasting with tan. Both sides rough, 
vertical die break at right of reverse. 


78. 1766 PITT HALFPENNY VF30 84.1 gns. Ona 
decidedly below par planchet with large areas of heavy porosity, 


most likely already in the planchet at striking, at the center of 


both sides obscuring some details. Also slightly wavy from 
shallow indentations. Still quite glossy and smooth everywhere 
not mentioned. Light brown with a darker area at Noon obverse. 








ii 1766 PITT HALFPENNY F12 82.0 gns. Nice light 
brown color, and nice smooth surfaces, aside from numerous 
small contact marks, and except where they are uneven due to 
several small dents. The worse is a crimp at the rim at 7:00 
obverse, 11:00 reverse. Obverse legends, and the date, mostly 
full. Reverse legends partial. 


80. 1773 VIRGINIA HALFPENNY - PERIOD AFTER 
GEORGIUS VF35 112.7 gns. Medium brown smooth and 
reflective, a nice circulated example. 


81. 1773 VIRGINIA HALFPENNY PAIR - WITH & 
WITHOUT PERIOD AFTER GEORGIVS. Includes: Period 
After Georgivs AUSO 112.8 gns. Pale olive brown. Free of marks 
but polished. WITH No Period After Georgivs F15 116.6 gns. 
Olive brown and reflective. Both sides moderately porous, but 
without marks worth noting. 


82. 1773 PITT MEDLETTE - COPPER BETTS 522 
F15 84.9 gens. Smooth dark chocolate planchet, problem free. 
Obverse portrait of William Pitt, the reverse is dated with the 
words: LORD CHATHAM. Issued by the Sentimental magazine 
in England as part of a series of important men. 





re 1776 CONTINENTAL DOLLAR - PEWTER - 
NEWMAN I-C “*CURENCY” EF45 230.5 gns. Unfortunately 
this coin is holed and plugged at 7:00 obverse at the base of the 
C. Otherwise it is lovely, evenly toned a light gray, highlighting 
legends and devices in silver. No current signs of tin pest, though 


there are a few small void depressions at the Rhode Island and 
New York rings where pest may have been removed. The strike 
is even and full and the coin has ample gloss. 
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S4. 1778 RHODE ISLAND SHIP TOKEN - NO 
WREATH BELOW SHIP BREEN, 1140 BRASS F18 147.7 
gns. An ideal lower grade example. Evenly toned brass, medium 
olive with some gold showing through. Smooth, reflective, 


problem tree. 


85. 1785 CONNECTICUT MILLER 1-E Mailed Bust 
Right (R-4) F18 145.1 gns. A tough variety in upper grades, 
and technically this coin is about at the grade where improvement 
becomes very difficult. Light brown but roughened by porosity, 
the reverse a little less so. Still reflective, and that combined 
with its light color helps this coin retain some visual appeal. 
Otherwise, not much in the way of surface marks to distract. 
The left reverse legend is weak at DE, but that is typical for the 
die. 





86. 1785 CONNECTICUT MILLER 2.1-A.1 MBR 
(High R-5) F12 131.6 gns. A difficult coin to acquire in any 
grade, currently about 40 are known. Medium golden brown, 
both sides covered by porosity, but evenly so and this coin is 
still fairly reflective. There are hairlines vertical on the obverse 
face. The CC for this variety includes several VF’s, so it is quite 
tough to find stronger than this. Let us take this occasion to 
make an old correction for the record. Lot #91 from our 1998 
C4 Sale was a M.2.1-A.1, but the attribution was accidentally 
dropped at printing. 


87. 1785 CONNECTICUT MILLER 3.1-A.3 MBR (R- 
4) F18 130.1 gns. Pleasing mix of dark brown and tan, with 
some ruddy toning at reverse left. Each side with moderate 
porosity evenly distributed across it, with very few striations. A 
coin that looks reasonably smooth to the naked eye, but definitely 
porous under a glass. Legends and date full. 





fos 


ws ht 
88. 1785 CONNECTICUT M.3.4-F.1 MBR (R-2) [PCGS 
VEF25] VF20. Chocolate brown, deepening in the fields. Well 
centered and evenly struck with strong and complete legends 


and date. Surfaces are smooth but appear slightly dull behind 
the plastic although they seem to have no more than a scattering 
of fine porosity on them. This example is unusually free of 
striations or flaws for a 1785 CT Copper. It essentially has none. 
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89. 1785 CONNECTICUT M.4.1-F.4 MBR (R-1) VF25 
140.2 gns. The “African Head” Type. While a common variety 
it is always highly in demand for its distinctive obverse, and 
upper grade examples are hard to come by. This coin has strong 
detail for the type, but unfortunately it is also porous. Dark olive 
brown, likely once buried as the surfaces are both pebbly and 
grainy, yet still reflective as can be the case with the patina that 
forms trom some ground exposure. Nice central detail, left 
legends are full and mostly strong, right ones partial and weaker. 


90. 1785 CONNECTICUT M.4.1-F.4 MBR (R-1) VG8 
128.8 gns. The “African Head” Type. Chocolate brown with 
tan contrasts. Each side with very fine, very even porosity, leaving 
this coin with a fairly smooth look. Nice for a low grade example. 


ot. 1785 CONNECTICUT M.4.4-C MBR (R-3) VF20 
130.0 gns. Dark golden brown with tan highlights. Most of the 
planchet is smooth though somewhat grainy. Centers and right 
are bold on each side, left legends weak and partial. Some thin 
vertical striations present at left of coin on each side. 





92. 1785 CONNECTICUT M.5.5-F.5 MBR (R-4) VF20 
129.3 gns. Light chocolate brown, but with areas of orange tint 
faintly showing through in a few places, evidence of a prior 
cleaning. Retoning quite naturally. Bold legends and date. A few 
small planchet voids at the lower obverse and right reverse rim. 


93. 1785 CONNECTICUT M.5.5-F.5 MBR (R-4) VF20 
126.4 gns. Another, also light chocolate brown with areas of 
orange tint showing through in places from a prior cleaning. Also 
retoning quite naturally. And again, the legends and date are bold. 
Here the planchet flaws are concentrated at the obverse center, 
at the hair line and neck, with some thin striations also at the 
upper reverse. Otherwise more or less smooth with some scattered 
light porosity. 





94, 1785 CONNECTICUT M.6.3-G.1 MBR (R-3) F12 
127.3 gns. Mottled dark and light browns. Full legends and date. 
Weak at very center as typical for this variety. Reasonably smooth 
with just scattered light porosity, and very few surface marks. 


95. 1785 CONNECTICUT M.7.2-D M. B. Left (High 
R-6) VG8 142.9 gens. The 1785 Mailed Bust Left Type. Rare as 
| a type, and rare as a variety. The most updated census provided 
by Bobby Martin lists 17 examples of M.7.2-D. Predominantly 
deep golden brown with center areas paler. Central detail is fairly 
| strong, less consistent around the peripheries where planchet 
irregularities and some corrosion contribute to localized 
weaknesses. Most of the planchet is finely granular. The left 
obverse field, and areas around the rim show a dusting of jade 
| verdigris particles. Two larger and brighter spots are located 
near the base of the reverse, along with some specs scattered 
elsewhere. Most of the legends, but not the date, are legible. 





| 96. 1785 CONNECTICUT M.7.2-D M. B. Left (High 
R-6) G4 130.2 gns. The 1785 Mailed Bust Left Type. A pleasing 
planchet that unfortunately is holed, providing Ms Liberty with 
a lobotomy while less dramatically piercing the base of the 
| obverse. Smooth reflective light brown surfaces, with some 
minimal roller striations on each side. Legends weak at points, 
consistent with the grade. Some of the date is visible, but not 
| that last 5. 














D-4 FIRST NAVY JACK FLAG 
The rattlesnake had been used to represent the unity of the 
American colonies as early as the French and Indian War, which 
was fought with the British as allies. As the attitude towards the 
now dominant British changed, the fighting words of unity (“Live 
Free or Die”) were added. This symbol was used on money, 
uniform buttons, and many military flags to signify the resistance 
of the colonists to the British. All proceeds to to C-4. 


| 
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a7. 1785 CONNECTICUT M.8-D M. B. Left (High R- 
5) FI5 130.7 gns. The 1785 Mailed Bust Left Type. This is the 
Perkins Coin, currently 32 traced. Struck from a late die state 
with the obverse bulge covering most of ORI. Evenly toned a 
cross between deep olive green and brown. A striation runs from 
the obverse rim at 2:00 across the neck down towards the rim at 
7:00. Some other thin striations across Liberty’s upper torso 
towards the rim at 4:00. Otherwise the planchet is relatively 
smooth with just a few minor patches of fine porosity. Other 
than the area obscured by the obverse die bulge and I of INDE, 
the legends on this coin are fairly strong. Of greater importance, 
so is the date, which is full and bold. Typically, the reverse shows 
the greatest details. This coin was graded “Choice Very Fine. 
sharpness much lower” in the Perkins Sale. It is a variety that is 
hard to find well struck or in upper grades. There is only one 
true EF known, in Eric Newman’s collection, and this coin comes 
close to Condition Census status. The 1785 CT Mailed Bust 
facing Left Type is a rare one in the Connecticut series. There 
are only 3 or 4 CT varieties of this year/type combination, with 
none being common, (M.7.1-D is the most common at rarity 5, 
while some experts question whether M.7.3-D is a distinct 
variety). Compounding matters further for collectors, very few 
coins of this type feature a full clear date. Ex Stack’s 1/90 Perkins 
Sale Lot 212 Ticket not included 





98. 1786 CONNECTICUT M.1.1-A MBR - 
BROCKAGE? (High R-4) F12 141.8 gns. ETLIB INDE Red 
Book Type. A problem but interesting coin. Nice light brown 
toning, and somehow quite reflective despite roughness caused 
by major porosity over much of the coin. Part of an obverse 
brockage shows at the center of the reverse, with the base of the 
mail and some of AUCTORI there impressed. What is curious is 
how deeply that is impressed, with the coin dented inward at 
that point causing the opposing side to bulge outwards trom the 


pressure. 
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99. 1786 CONNECTICUT M.2.1-A MBR (R-3) VF35 
84.2 gns. ETLIB INDE Red Book Type. Impressive detail for 
this variety, sharper than the Perkins coin and worthy of census 
consideration were the planchet of higher quality. Mahogany 
brown with gray patches where the surface is uneven from light 
corrosion. Roller striae also present. Planchet quite underweight. 


100. 1786 CONNECTICUT M.2.1-A MBR (R-3) F15 
103.1 gns. ETLIB INDE Red Book Type. Gray olive with a 
fairly smooth look despite granularity. Tiny rim bruise at 4:00 
obverse, but no other marks or damage. Full clear legends and 
date. 






101. 
127.9 gns. Medium brown fields with steely olive devices 
making for a pleasing cameo effect. Glossy surfaces, and though 
struck slightly high on obverse and low on the reverse, all legends 
are fully on the flan, as is 2/3rds of the date. This coin is almost 
problem free with just very faint obverse hairline scratches which 
are not immediately evident unless the coin is angled to light, 
but are most noticeable in the left obverse field. 





102. 1786 CONNECTICUT M.5.3-N MBL (R-2) VF20 
131.1 gns. The “Hercules Head” Type. Medium olive brown 
with smooth only lightly granular surfaces. From a relatively 
early reverse die state, with complete legends and a clear full 
date, and more central detail than normally seen. This coin has 
the additional advantage of being virtually free of striations, 
unlike many of its peers. All in all, a very pleasing example. 
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103. 1786 CONNECTICUT M.5-4-G MBL (R-2) VF20 
143.2 gns. Medium to light olive brown, slightly granular but 
essentially smooth other than where flawed. Small flaw at 4:00 
obverse, and a large deep one at the rim at 8:00 reverse. 





ae 
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104. 1786 CONNECTICUT M.5.4-0O.1 MBL (R-2) VF25 
140.5 gns. Even dark olive brown. Small spots of shallow 
corrosion at TOR of obverse legend, similar small spots scattered 
more widely on the reverse, though the rest of the surfaces are 
basically smooth if somewhat dull. 





105. 1786 CONNECTICUT M.5.8-F MBL (R-5) VF35 
142.3 gns. A scarce variety, recently down graded by Bobby 
Martin (keeper of the count) to rarity 5 from the High R-5 rating 
it held in Stack’s Perkins Sale. This is a burial coin, having been 
excavated in the Poughkeepsie NY area. It displays that hard 
and glossy deep olive green patina that copper burial sometimes 
leads to, far preferable to the corrosion that in other cases occurs. 
Here that gloss is only minimally broken by some scattered micro 
striae, concentrated near the rims. There are also a few faint 
scratches to the left of the obverse face, but otherwise this coin 
is undamaged. Struck from failed dies which usually results in 
weak peripheral detail. Pine Tree’s 1975 EAC Sale lot #52 coin, 
for example, was a near Unc. yet showed only fragments of the 
legends on each side. This coin is struck off center to the left, 
and the right legends are full and strong. On the reverse most of 
INDE is clear but only RI shows of the obverse right legend, 
partially due to the off center strike. The date is mostly present 
as well. This coin is stronger than the Hessberg example, and 
clearly superior to Taylor, Perkins and lot #125 from our 1999 
C4 Sale. A possible candidate for low Condition Census. Breen 
notes in the EAC 75 Sale that the coin there auctioned was “one 
of three finest known, all from the Stephy Hoard”. 


106. 1786 CONNECTICUT M.5.8-H.2 MBL (High R-5) 
VF30 128.1 gns. Unfortunately the quality of this coin does not 
equal its technical grade. A light chocolate brown but with black 
deposits within and around flaws and striations in the lower 
obverse right and left fields. 
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1786 CONNECTICUT M.5.14-S MBL (R-6) VG7 
The Sword, Guard, and Hilt Type, the only 
Connecticut copper to show this popular feature. On this coin 
the feature is clear, though as usual not strong, being evident in 
the field directly below Liberty’s staff arm. An example of the 
late obverse die state, which contributes to the weakness shown. 
Right legends full, left obverse gone, left reverse partial as is the 
date. Very dark brown with some lighter tones in places. Scattered 
light porosity, but retaining that basic worn smooth look, except 
where a few moderate and not overly distracting striations 
interrupt. Our description for lot #113 of our 1998 C4 Sale 
contains an extended discussion of the census for this variety. 


107. 
132.2 gns. 





ll CORES: 
108. 1786 CONNECTICUT M.6-K Draped Bust Left (R- 
5) F12 147.2 gns. A major type, it and the much rarer M.7-K are 
the only 1786 dated draped bust left issues in the series. Of course 
you can't actually read the date, but that is almost always the 
case with this scarce variety. Actually, for what it’s worth, the 17 
is clear here. Appealing tan toning on a moderately porous 
planchet. Relatively free of marks for the grade. 


109. 
121.8 gns. The Small Head/ ETLIB INDE Type. Even mid 
golden brown and problem free. There is a thin haze of truly 
microscopic porosity dusted across the coin, but it’s more than 
fair to call it smooth and attractive. Planchet fully round and 
unclipped, unlike most of this type which, as the logic of this 
sentence dictates, are clipped. 
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110. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.1.1-A MBR (R-3) VF20 
120.3 gns. The Small Head/ ETLIB INDE Type. Light brown 
surfaces with a deep ruddy toned area at the lower right reverse 
and a few darker spots of hardened deposits in out of the way 
places. Generally smooth with scattered fine porosity and minor 
contact marks. Also fully round. 


111. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.1.1-A MBR (R-3) VG8 
121.1 gns. The Small Head/ ETLIB INDE Type. Deep tan, with 
scattered fine porosity. Pull legends and date, few marks. Small 
obverse clip at 12:00 (you were starting to doubt, weren't you?) 


112. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.1.2-C MBR (R-3) F12 
120.3 gns. The “Muttonhead Type’. Intermediate die states. 
Dark brown with smooth, reflective surfaces. Tiny clip at 9:00 


113. MBL (R-3) VF35 
156.9 gns. Very high grade for this variety, likely qualifies for 
Condition Census status. Mottled toning with mahogany and 
grayish brown predominating, also a reverse vertical streak of 
soft olive green patina from Liberty’s shoulder to the date. 
Obverse slightly rough which ts typical for the variety, elsewhere 
mildly granular. One small linear flaw on reverse left of the 
globe. Stronger than the Perkins coin, Taylor, Norweb, and 
Oechsner among others. Roughly comparable to the 75 EAC 
coin. The Hall/Hessberg Unc. may be the finest known. 





114. 
ens. Even olive brown. Obverse rough, a combination of die 
characteristics and porosity, while the reverse has even moderate 
porosity. Both sides reflective. Legends and date full, though Et 
is Weak, 
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115. THREE COIN HORNED BUST CONNECTICUT 
DIE STATE PROGRESSION SET. Includes: M.4-L VF20 
131.4 gns. Fairly early die state, small floating break in left 
obverse field. Mostly chocolate brown with darker mottling, 
mostly on reverse. Generally smooth and reflective but a few 
raised spots of old verdigris found on reverse. WITH M.4-L VF25 
104.2 gns. Advanced intermediate die state, horn connected to 
Bust, just starting to widen. Dark olive with deep jade undertones. 
Glossy with scattered fine porosity, few hairlines on obverse 
cheek. WITH M.4-L VG1O0 113.8 gns. Late die state, horn quite 
wide at base. Light golden olive, mostly smooth and highly 
reflective. Off center to left with those legends mostly gone. Few 
if any problems. Taken together, this makes for a nice 3 coin 
set. 





116. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.4-L) MBL (R-1) EF45 
107.0 gns. The “Horned Bust”. Advanced intermediate die state. 
Lovely light chocolate surfaces, hard and glossy and problem 
free. One thin horizontal linear striation across the top of the 
obverse Bust. Excellent for type. 





117. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.6.1-M MBL (R-1) VF20 
122.0 gns. The “Laughing Head”. A light brown, semi-glossy 
planchet that is relatively smooth aside from some light vertical 
roller striations that are thin enough to have little visual impact. 
Faint reverse scratch between L and the shield. A pleasing coin. 
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118. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.10-E MBL (High R-5) 
VF20 131.9 gns. This is the first Perkins coin, lot 273 in Stack’s 
1/00 Sale. Deep brown fields, pale chocolate high points. 
Predominantly smooth and glossy surfaces that are “pleasing to 
the eye” as David Letterman is sometimes known to say. A couple 
of very fine short hairline scratches near the reverse center. 
Obverse well centered, reverse struck slightly off to the left, 
legends there are 1/3 off the planchet, and the date is both partial 
and faint. Extremely late obverse die state, even the O of 
AUCTORI is obscured by the break so that essentially only the 
A and RI are relatively legible. This state is quite rare. Michael 
Hodder, who has seen a few Connecticut coppers in his day, 
noted in the Perkins lot description that it was only the second 
example in this state he had seen. It is significantly later, for 
instance, than lot #144 of last year’s C4 Sale, which is a good 
example of the classic late die state. Ex Stack’s 1/00 Perkins 
Sale Lot #374 Ticket not included 





LE, 1787 CONNECTICUT M.11.2-K MBL (R-3) F12 
136.5 gns. Dark chocolate brown. Choice for the grade, smooth 
and problem free. 


The Seventh Annual C-4 Convention Sale, November 10, 2001 





120. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.11.2-K MBL (R-3) FIS 
153.1 gns. Nicely contrasting dark and medium browns. 


Somewhat dramatically off center to the right, with portions of 


legends missing on each side. Generally smooth and reflective, 
some mostly hidden scrape lines on Seated Liberty. 


121. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.14-H MBL (R-4) FI5 
114.7 gns. Pheons Flanking Date Type. An obvious should be 
added to the red book variety, as this is the only Connecticut 
copper with these ornamental punches by the date. Medium 
brown with some darker contrasts. Generally smooth, some striae, 
some light porosity around the rims, no notable marks. Full 
legends and date. The pheons are bold. 





122. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.15-F MBL (R-3) [PCGS 
XF40] VF35. ACONNECT Type. A choice coin, with glossy 
chocolate brown surfaces. Perfectly centered and problem free, 
with just a couple of short striations on the chest of the bust to 
note. CONNECT feature is bold. Well above average for this 
variety. The CC includes several EF’s including the stronger 
Taylor and Oechsner coins so this coin does not fall that far short. 








Si ae a 
123. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.16.5-n DBL - DOUBLE 
STRUCK - (R-6) EF40 162.0 gns. This coin has a lot going for 
it. It is rare (23 known), it has solid condition census technical 
grade, and it is dramatically double struck. It also has a crimp 
bend that makes it look a little like those pre fab Pringles potato 
chips that come in a tube. That and granular surfaces with a 
number of small digs scattered about. Toning is a pleasing mix 


of dark golden and chestaut browns. The crimp has its point of 


entry at 5:00 obverse, given how heavy this copper is, it wasn’t 
easily warped. Most notable of the obverse double strike is a 
bold second are of CONN originating near where the ear of the 
Bust would be. The reverse is a bit wilder with a second equally 
bold near vertical arc of ET LIB essentially bisecting Liberty as 
she sits. Sharpness 1s always more difficult to gauge on a double 
struck coin, but in areas where a single strike 1s clear and 
dominant this coin shows strength roughly comparable with any 
we ve seen, including the Perkins, Hessberg, Taylor, and Norweb 
coins, 
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124. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.24-g.3 DBL (High R-5) 
VF20 141.4 gns. An attractive example of a scarce variety in a 
grade very difficult to surpass. Light brown, with predominantly 
smooth and reflective surfaces. The exception to smooth lies in 
a region by the right rim of each side. Here the strike weakens, 
with total loss of legends at points. The roughness seen is the 
original planchet surface as it was prior to the smoothing caused 
by the application of striking pressure on the planchet. Both 
sides are struck off center right, which contributes to the 
weakness. On the obverse the weakness in confined to maybe 
10% of the surface, otherwise the strike is bold, with the entire 
Bust well defined, showing detail consistent with a VF25 or so 
grade. Only the first 2 letters of the right legend are clear though. 
The reverse strike is a bit softer, with natural roughness confined 
to the right fourth of the coin. Liberty seated with all of her 
paraphernalia is complete, but only fragments of the right legend 
are visible. Some minor scattered striae as well. The date is low 
on the planchet, with most of it lost. Surfaces are unbothered 
by marks. This coin has a solid claim for inclusion in the 
Condition Census. The finest known seems to be either Taylor 
#2448, undergraded at VF30, or an EF45 reported to be in the 
Newman Collection with Liberty's head not struck up. Pine Tree 
EAC 75 lot 133 was VF or so, weaker in all areas than the current 
coin other than near the right rims. Very few other examples of 
M.24-g.3 have been plated, those we've located were of lower 
grades. Norweb had an unplated example in lot #2517 with near 
EF detail but two small deep flaws (per B. Martin's notes), while 
the ANS is reported to have a VF example with a rim bruise. 





125. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.24-¢.5 DBL (High R-5) 
VG10 151.4 gns. With localized areas of weakness at portions 
of the legends (mostly near 3:00 and 9:00 both sides). Medium 
brown, generally smooth and problem free for the grade. Bottom 
half of the date lost due to centering. 


126. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.24-¢.5 DBL (High R-5) 
VG8 155.0 gns. Despite the prior lot, it’s still a tough variety, 
rare in upper grades (which this isn’t). Medium brown, stll 
reflective, but pock marked with a number of small pits, some 
of which have verdigris within them. 
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127. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.26-AA _ DBL- 
DOUBLESTRUCK - (R-5) VF20 135.7 gns. A double header 
in more ways than one, not only is this a spectacular double 
strike, but the coin is in or near the low end of the Condition 
Census coin as well. By any standard this is a very choice coin, 
it is light brown with hard and completely problem free surfaces 
on both sides. Only a small clip at 11:00 and a tiny bruise at 
11:30 keeps this coin from being perfect. On the obverse the arc 
of the lower strike crests about 60% up from the lower rim, with 
a full head at the base of the coin that is cut off below the chin 
and across the neck by the lower rim. The legends that show 
from that strike are bold, including almost all of CONNEC, and 
that strike shows VF detail. The second strike is rotated slightly 
to the right and includes a head from the nose up, along with 
TORI CONNE of the legend. That legend too is bold, and its 
head has detail of a nice Fine. The reverse has a similar dramatic 
double strike. Here the upper strike is strongest showing VF 
detail with Liberty from her bust line down on the planchet with 
the lower curve of that striking descending so that its date is 
slightly below the center of the planchet. LIB from that strike is 
full. If oriented by the upper strike, then the second strike is 
rotated slightly to the left with a second 1787 date fully on the 
planchet at the rim at 5:00. It is a solid Fine with a bold full 
INDE that goes with it. This coin has choicer surfaces than the 
single struck Perkins coin which we are also offering for sale in 
this auction, allowing you to make a direct comparison. Our 
1998 C4 Sale featured as lot #138 a choice softly struck VF30 
example of this variety, and the following census notes are taken 
from that lot description: “Oechsner had a VF with a few marks 
that some say was undergraded, while Hessberg had an unplated 
EF that some feel was overgraded. We offered the Taylor coin 
as lot #147 of our 10/95 C4 Sale. It was overall stronger [than 
our 1998 lot] though weaker at Liberty’s head, with nice color 
and surfaces... Another nice VF was included in Stack’s 6/94 
Sale as lot #64.” 
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128. 
141.3 gns. This is the Perkins coin, and it offers a good counter 
point, or vice versa, to the VF double struck example of this 
coin which also is in this Sale. Surfaces are evenly granular but 
nicely reflective, with deep golden fields, while most high points 
are a contrasting tan. This coin is reasonably well centered on 
both sides, and evenly struck on the obverse. The reverse has 
weakness at Liberty's head. Other than the minor surface 
roughness, this coin has no problems, and it is a very attractive 
example of this scarce variety, which the Stack’s cataloger 
thought might be 5th finest known (our census discussion is part 
of the description for the double struck M.26-AA in this Sale). 
Rarity rating for the variety has been dropped here to R-5S as 48 
examples are now known, Ex Stack’s 1/2000 Perkins Sale Lot 
#306 


129. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.26-AA DBL (R-5) F12 
141.2 gns. With some detail of a strong Fine at the right of the 
coin but weaker from center left. Pleasing light brown color, 
even though it likely has been cleaned the evidence is subtle. 
Circular clip present at 10:00 obverse. Mostly smooth with 
scattered porosity and minor marks. 





130. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.32.1-X.3 DBL (R-4) EF40 
131.8 gns. Dark chocolate brown, with a ruddy patch in front of 
the obverse face. The obverse and 2/3rds of the reverse are smooth 
and glossy with just traces of fine porosity in small spots. The 
lower reverse though has a band of light corrosion; clusters of 
fine pitting. Otherwise free of damage. Were it not for the problem 
this would be near Census quality. A number of high end pieces 
are known, but Oechsner only had a near VF, Taylor had a Fine, 
and this variety was lacking in Hessberg. 


D-5 1975 PINE TREE EAC SALE 


A nice copy of the 1975 landmark Connecticut Sale. Prices 


realized included. A must for every Colonial collector's library. 
All proceeds go to C-4. 
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131. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.32.2-X.4 DBL (High R-5) 
FI5 116.8 gns. Last year we offered a marginally stronger but 
less choice coin as lot #173 of our C4 Sale and mentioned that 
“Perkins had a weaker About VF, but with better color and 
surfaces.” Well, here it is. There it was called “Probably Low 
Condition Census, or at least very close to it” but that cataloger 
uses a 10 coin census whereas we start out with 6, so for 
consistency’s sake we will not make the same claim here. Smooth 
and glossy, with problem free light chocolate brown surfaces. 
Circumference of coin slightly irregular as made at 11:00 obverse. 
Very base of date off planchet, but easily readable. High grade 
examples , and especially nice high grade examples, of this 
variety are hard to come by. Historically some significant 
collections have had mediocre examples, Taylor for instance had 
an unplated VG. The Oechsner coin graded VG in that sale, but 
was (correctly) upgraded to VF when it reappeared in Stack’s 3/ 
94 Sale. Hessberg/Hall called “Strictly VF’, Pine Tree EAC 75 
had a near EF. 






132. 1787 CON 5 DBL (R-1) VF20 
135.0 gns. Dark chocolate brown with some orange tan 
highlights. Both sides lightly granular but appearing smooth. 


133. 1 DBL (High R- 
4) EF40 137.0 gns. Deep mahogany brown deepening to gray at 
points around the rim. Each side lightly granular at the centers, 
becoming slightly rougher near the rims. Small rim bruise at 
1:00 reverse. Reflective and overall appealing. This is a strong 
strike for a M.33.3-W.1, showing sharper detail than the Perkins 
AU (which however was a superior coin and accurately graded). 
The Hall/Hessberg near Unc. was only marginally sharper. 





134. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.33.6-KK DBL (R-2) VF30 
150.0 gns. Light brown and reflective. Strong detail but the 
sharpness is softened somewhat by a heavy haze of fine porosity 
on both sides. 


135. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.33.7-r.4 DBL (High R-5) 
VG8 125.8 gns. Dark olive green fields with some brown 
highlights. Smooth and glossy for grade. Irregular planchet edge 
at 11:00 with a deep flaw adjacent on the Forehead of Bust. Most 
legends full, but dateless. Bobby Martin currently lists 40 
examples of this variety. 





136. 
5) VF20 134.1 gns. Mottled but overall pleasing blend of 
mahogany and other varied shades of brown mostly occupying 
the medium zone of the darkness spectrum. The obverse is smooth 
and glossy, the reverse similar but for scattered fine porosity 
congregated mostly near the bottom and left rim. Free of all 
marks, scratches and problems of that ilk. Base of lower loop of 
the date’s 8 is a drop out. Very late obverse die state, with cud 
forming on final E of CONNEC. Also spidery breaks along base 
of Bust, as well as from right corner up towards chin, and from 
chin down to drapery. This is addition to the commonly 
encountered arcing break through AUCT, here extended into the 
O as well. This is about the grade where high end examples of 
this variety are clustered. Its’ overall appeal pushes it closer to 
actual condition census status than some others of its technical 
peers. 


137. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.33.13-Z.6 DBL (High R- 
6) FI5 124.8 gns. A rare variety that is very difficult to find in 
upper grades, or even nice for that matter. This coin is well 
above average for the variety. Two tone contrasting dark and 
light chocolate browns. Not exactly smooth, but passable; each 
side coated with fine porosity but retaining a modicum of flash. 
Legends and date full and clear, free of serious marks with one 
small flaw at base of Bust. This coin is similar to lot #162 from 
our 1999 C4 Sale, and not much weaker than the Hall/Hessberg/ 
Perkins coin which also had less than ideal surfaces but was 
called High Condition Census tn that catalog. 
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138. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.33.15.-r.1 DBL (R-2) F12 
137.8 gns. Simply a pleasing coin. Tan, generally smooth and 
reflective, with solid detail for this grade. Attribution numbers 
painted in the obverse fields in yellowed ink by a steady hand. A 
few small marks consistent with the grade. 





139. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.33.16-1.2 DBL (Low R-6) 
VF35 123.5 gns. An unusually strong example of this rare variety. 
Dark golden brown, and while the surfaces are rough from a 
combination of porosity and some small void flaws, this coin is 
not without appeal. The obverse Bust is one of the areas least 
effected by porosity, which helps it retain a dramatic look. Plus 
it is unusually reflective given the relative unevenness of the 
surfaces. Bobby Martin now has records of 28 examples. 
Stronger than the Perkins coin, which was smoother but 
recovering from an old cleaning. Also slightly stronger than the 
example in our 1998 C4 Sale. Our census notes from that lot 
hold true for this coin as well:. This coin is below the C.C. but 
not that distant from it. At the top are two virtual Unc’s, Taylor 
2541 and Coin Galeries 4/14/93 lot 1938. The second Taylor 
coin and Oechsner, both pleasing EFs, most likely would be 


solidly in the census 
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140. 
AUS3 128.4 gns. Lovely. Problem free with brilliant hard light 
brown surfaces. Traces of mint red remain around, most notably 
by NE of CONNEC. Struck high obverse, low reverse, but all of 
the legends and date are full. The strike did not fully take at 
minting at the upper reverse, and corresponding area on the lower 
Bust of the obverse. The roughness found there is residual pre 


1787 CONNECTICUT M.33.17.-r.1 DBL (R-i) 


strike natural planchet, most noticeable around Liberty’s neck. 
A great coin. As choice as the strike allows. 
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i41. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.33.20-Z.9 DBL (R-5) 
AUS50 139.2 gns. A choice coin that is high within the Condition 
Census for this scarcer variety. Light chocolate brown with 
exceptional hard and problem free surfaces. Perfectly centered, 
a small natural rim irregularity at 7:30 when viewed from the 
obverse has no effect on the legends. Many details are crisp, 
even where details are somewhat flat the coin is well struck 
nonetheless. An example might be Liberty’s head, which though 
lacking in hair and facial details, is in sharp bold relief on the 
coin. Remarkably fine die breaks are still razor sharp on the 
obverse right fields. The areas above and below NNEC are a 
good example of that. This is sharper than the Perkins coin, with 
clearly superior color and surfaces. Light years finer than the 
VF Taylor coin, far nicer than the Oechsner VF, and superior to 
the Hall/Hessberg near VF as well. Exceeds EAC 75 lot #237, 
and likely finer than #238 which inexplicably was unplated but 
described as having slight granularity and minor defects. An 
obscure 8/86 Coin Galleries Sale had an EF example. This coin 
is clustered with 2 others at the very top of the census. The ANS 
has an AU example which can be seen plated on page 130 of 
“Studies on Money in Early America” (ANS 1976 Newman 
Editor) which 1s comparable, with an obverse striation. The edge 
though likely goes to the B&M 11/91 Frontenac AU with tinges 
of mint red. Martin traces this coin to an appearance in the April 
1998 EAC club sale where it realized $2,530, from there it 
subsequently appeared in Stack’s 1/99 sale as lot #76 (a typo 
resulted in the header accidentally reading 33.20-Z.8) Ex Stack’s 
1/99 Sale Lot #76 Ticket not included 








142. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.33.21-Z.13 DBL (High R- 
6) VF30 130.1 gns. Dark golden brown fields, contrasting with 
pale olive gold raised points. Both sides have a consistent but 
minor sprinkling of microscopic porosity. Two or three small 
light obverse scratches by the cheek and neck, otherwise fairly 
free of marks. Struck off center left on both sides, with left legends 
hard against the edge, with the very top of a few letters lost. This 
coin is evenly struck, which is very note worthy for the variety, 
especially when you compare it to some of the other leading 
examples. Essentially all areas are fully present, unlike Perkin’s 
Technical VF, which was quite weak at the base of the obverse 
and upper reverse. Even the high end AU Hessberg coin showed 
significant weakening in those areas, and the same can be said 
of the two plated Taylor examples. This coin is from the earliest 
obverse die state that we can trace, which probably explains a 
lot. The break from the base of the last C to the lower drapery is 
barely formed. Taylor #2552, graded a technical EF and 
previously the Pine Tree EAC 75 coin, is stronger than this where 
struck up. However significant areas of the Taylor coin were 
virtually devoid of any detail. The ANS is reported to also have 
a very nice VF/EF, but there too drapery details are said to be 
lacking. Though deemed a rarity 7 variety as recently as the 1/ 
2000 Perkins Sale, Bobby Martin now has records for 17 
examples, including this. 





143. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.33.25-W.3 DBL (High R- 
6) G6 137.4 gns. Olive brown, both sides granular from fine 
porosity, also a few toned pin scratches at the top of the obverse. 
and some striae at 3:00. Clear legends, virtually no date. Bobby 
Martin has records of 18 examples. Although this is a very rare 
variety, it is unusual that several high grade examples are known, 
with the census including an AU, some EF’s, and some strong 
VF's. 
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144. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.33.25-Z.10 DBL (High R- 
6) FIS 119.8 gns. This coin was lot #206 from last years C4 Sale 
Where it was cataloged as follows: The rarity rating on this coin 
just about to slip from High R-6 to a very solid Rarity 6, as this 


may be the 19th Known (it is possible it is already accounted for 


in the census). Grade here is obviously technical. Both sides are 
very granular, and this coin has been cleaned and is now retoning 


to a chocolate brown, with some areas of the reverse in particular 


showing muted copper red. Still reflective, with no notable 
surface marks. Legends bold, bottom third of date off of the 
planchet. Ex M&G 11/2000 C4 Sale Lot #206 Ticket included 





145. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.33.25-Z.24 DBL (R-6) F12 
118.7 gns. Another variety recently downgraded, currently 22 
or 23 are known. A generally pleasing coin, two tone chocolate 
brown and reflective. A bit of scattered porosity, with a small 
patch on the obverse drapery, but nowhere major. The obverse 
also has some light roller striae, with a narrow striation on the 
reverse over the date. Fine is a much more than respectable grade 
for this rare variety. Very few are known in upper grades, the 
finest known is an AU example offered by Yesteryear Coins in 
it’s one and only by invitation only mail bid sale in March 1998. 
That specimen (weight 133.7 gns.) was light chocolate with 
predominantly choice surfaces with one significant flaw on the 
obverse neck, and tinges of red around AU and T of the obverse 
legend. After that the unheralded VF30 coin offered as lot #3066 
in B&M’s 9/88 may be next finest known. The other strong 
candidate is the pleasing VF Perkins coin, lot 400 from Stack’s 
1/00 Sale (which brought a tidy $3,450). Norweb #2561 was a 
so so VF20 with localized weakness. A VF, unfortunately with 
graffiti, appeared on an Early American Numismatics 3/95 FPL 
as lot 100. This coin is a near match for the Taylor F15 coin and 
perhaps should be considered on a par with it. Hessberg and 
EAC 75 each had Fines, the primary Ford coin is reported as a 
VG. Though erroneously cited in the Perkins description, this 
variety was not offered in the Oechsner Sale. 
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146. 1787 CONNECTICUT R.33.27-r.4 DBL (R-6) VF25 
149.6 gns. A die pairing where the reverse die was previously 
worn out before being pressed again into service. Hence the 
reverse 1s always substantially weaker than the obverse, making 
the current coin somewhat exceptional in that regard. Contrasting 
light and dark chocolate toning. Each side has a dusting of light 
porosity and some roller striae, but overall the coin has a 
reasonably smooth look, and the surfaces are by no means dull. 
Die attribution numbers written in obverse fields in yellow ink, 
both Hall and Miller numbers given. Obverse legends strong, 
reverse ranging from clear to legible, with the date in the latter 
camp. Little if any post striking damage. On the whole fairly 
pleasing, especially given the difficulty one encounters in trying 
to find a nice strong example. This coin is perhaps a shade 
stronger and nicer than the coin in our 1998 C4 Sale. Clearly 
stronger than the Perkins VF, particularly on the reverse, though 
it may get the nod for color and surface. This coin perhaps should 
be considered for low end Condition Census. Given the close 
match between it and the example from our 1998 C4 Sale, the 
census notes that we prepared for that lot are relevant here as 
well. Quoting from our description of Lot #194 of M&G’s 
November 1998 C4 Sale “Generally comparable to the Pine Tree 
EAC 75 coin, lot 196 (which Breen undergraded as Fine while 
noting ‘Few obverse details are stronger than the conventional 
Fine’. Also comparable in strike to the VF lot #1015 from Stack’s 
9/93 Sale, the reverse here slightly stronger, that coin smoother 
though once cleaned now largely retoned. The Taylor VF seems 
smoother, but again a shade weaker with a few rim dents. B&M’s 
11/12/90 had a superior VF30 as lot 5713. The A.N.S. collection 
has one of the finest known, a lovely EF (with many details 
obviously weaker).” Since we judge the current coin to be 
marginally nicer, it should judge at least as well as the 1998 
example did in the above comparisons. 








147. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.33.28-Z.11 DBL (Low R- 
6) F15 136.0 gns. The scarcer of two Snipe Nose varieties. This 
is the Taylor coin, and a very respectable example of this rare 
variety. Gently contrasting two tone brown, full clear legends 
and date. Quite reflective with a smooth look though the obverse 
should more accurately be called evenly granular. The reverse is 
smoother, and is the stronger side as is always the case for this 
pairing where the obverse typically appears nearly a full grade 
lower than the reverse. Ex B&M 3/87 Taylor Sale Lot #2571 
Ticket not included. 
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148. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.33.30-EE DBL (Low R- 
6) VG7 115.3 gns. Light brown, some microscopic porosity, 
but a very smooth look, and problem free. Softly struck on the 
effigy’s face, but that is always the case with this issue. C missing 
from CONNEC, but otherwise legends are full. Date present but 
faint. Currently 27 or 28 examples known, a variety until recently 
considered low rarity 7. Last year’s C4 Sale Had a stronger 
example with rough surfaces. The Perkins Fine coin had better 
than average surfaces for this variety, which seems to 
disproportional come on rough planchets. The nicest examples 
known are likely the Hessberg coin, called “Borderline Extremely 
Fine”, in close “competition” with a very choice VF in a 
California collection, probably followed by the VF example that 
was lot #152 in Stack’s 10/70 Massachusetts Historical Society 
sale. 


149. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.33.33-Z.3 DBL (High R- 
5) F12 119.4 gns. Two tone contrasting chocolate brown surfaces. 
The center left of obverse appears smooth, though the fields are 
minutely granular and very fine hairlines on the bust indicate 
prior brushing or cleaning. Some corrosion along the rim from 
12:00 to 3:00, with NNE thereby weakened. The reverse is 
rougher with a patch of significant porosity near the center. 
Legends are full and strong but almost half of the date fell below 
the rim. 





5p. 


1787 CONNECTICUT M.33.34-Z.11 DBL (R-5) 
VG10 144.8 gns. Smooth and pleasing light chocolate brown 
surfaces. Small light X scratch just left of center on reverse. 


150. 





151. 
VF25 127.0 gns. Lot #219 from last year’s C4 Sale where it 
was described as: Chocolate brown, the surfaces slightly grainy 
and nicely glossy. Die breaks and bulging all readily apparent. 
A pleasing example. Ex M&G 11/2000 C4 Sale Lot ticket not 
included, 
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152. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.33.38-Z.23 DBL (High R- 
5) EF40 138.2 gns. From a technical standpoint, this coin is 
among the finest known, with detail consistent with high 
condition census status. It is sharper than the Pine Tree EAC 75 
coin, Taylor, Norweb (more recently offered as lot #222 of last 
year’s C4 Sale), Oechsner, Perkins, or the Hall/Hessberg coin 
which Michael Hodder called the finest he had seen in his 
cataloging of the Perkins Collection. In each of those cases this 
coin is at the very least 5 points sharper, though technical grade 
alone is an insufficient criteria for establishing a condition census, 
and some of those coins have far choicer surfaces. Mixed 
chocolate browns, but the surfaces are granular from extensive 
micro porosity, which is concentrated in places, making the 
surfaces there dull. Also a broad but shallow flaw at top of reverse 
globe. This variety, and this example in particular, shows strong 
incuse obverse legends at INDE of the reverse, the result of die 
clashing. 


153. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.33.39-s.1 DBL (R-4) VF20 
132.1 gns. Dark olive brown and highly reflective, but muted 
copper orange shows through in several patches on both sides 
indicating a prior cleaning. Granular in places, but for the most 
part seeming smooth. One hidden horizontal pin scratch at base 
of the obverse. 





(Lot #154 continued on next page) 
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154. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.33.40-Z.1 DBL (High R- 
5) F12 130.5 gns. Light chocolate brown, with smooth glossy 
surfaces. A couple of faint toned pin scratches right of the reverse 
head, but essentially problem free Bold date, and virtually full 
clear legends (ET on the reverse is very faint). Though the census 
includes several high grade pieces, it quickly dips towards lower 
grades, and this is near the lower end. The finest known of this 
variety seem to be two nice AU examples, the Hessberg coin 
and lot 949 from Craig Whitford’s 6/92 sale, later on Rosa 
Americana’s 7th fixed price list - pedigree unlisted (that fact 
noted here to help prevent double listing of that coin in the 
condition census). Other strong examples are known but Taylor 
for instance only had a VG/F, the Norweb coin, later plated in 
M&G’s first C4 Sale in 1995 as lot 185, was a VG. More recently 
the Perkins coin was graded VG/Choice Fine. The current coin 
is superior to the latter three coins, and very difficult to improve 
on. Bobby Martin now lists 33 examples. It may appear that 
rarity ratings are dropping quickly on a number of CT Coppers, 
because, well, they are. But that is in a sense misleading. The 
development of our C4 club has led to much better networking 
among Colonial collectors and sharing of information. Census 
data on State Coppers in particular is much more accurate and 
consolidated now than it has ever been before. 





155. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.33.44-W.3 DBL (R-6) VG8 
111.9 gns. Until very recently this variety was considered High 
Rarity 6, but currently 23 specimens are known. This has a dark 
brown reverse, and dark brown obverse fields, but large parts of 
the bust are brighter, in some spots showing copper orange from 
cleaning. Striated near the left obverse rim, and the reverse has 
a deep probable flaw turned dig on Liberty’s head, possibly 
corrosion was dug out, but it resulted in a small dent coming 
through on the obverse. There’s another small dent depression 
on Liberty’s knee and some weak central striae. Where unmarred 
the surfaces are smooth and reflective, and this remains a rare 
variety not easily obtained. 
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156. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.36-1.1 DBL (R-5) VF25 
144.5 gns. This appears to be the Norweb coin, which was 
included in group lot #2573 of B&M’s 3/88 Sale. Light brown, 
semi-glossy and pleasing surfaces. There is a small cluster of 
digs at the obverse center. The reverse has some light roller striae, 
and a thin striation at Liberty’s face. The attribution number for 
this variety is printed on a small paper label affixed on the lower 
reverse at the globe area, a characteristic of some Norweb coins. 
This coin can be grouped with a number of coins near the bottom 
of the Condition Census, though it probably falls short of it. The 
finest known 1s the Turoff coin, offered again as lot #210 in our 
1998 C4 Sale. The Perkins VF was called the second finest known 
in that Sale, though some others have pegged it a couple of slots 
lower in the Census. Other than the Turoff coin, we find no 
record of another above Strong and Choice VF. Hessberg #1512 
and Oechsner #1152 were both choice VF’s. Lot #147 from 
Stack’s 6/8/94 Sale was called Strong VF with some claim to 
Extremely Fine. Other VF’s include the Taylor and A.N.S. coins, 
lot #250 from our 10/96 C4 Sale (earlier in B&M’s 5/22/92 
Summerset Sale), and a second VF in our 1998 C4 Sale offered 
as lot #211 Ex B&M 3/88 Norweb Sale lot #2572, ticket not 
included. 





157. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.37.6-k.4 DBL (High R-5) 
VF20 129.2 gns. Obverse mostly a light golden brown, darkening 
around the rim and the lower portion of the coin. The obverse is 
faintly granular but smooth and reflective in appearance, and it 
is well centered and problem free. The reverse has the same 
base toning, but there are several spots that are discolored from 
corrosive activity, both in the area of the globe that Liberty is 
seated on, and below her branch hand. Deposits there are 
alternately gray/green, or ruddy red. The reverse elsewhere 
though is basically smooth and reflective as well. The strike is 
generally strong but somewhat uneven, with greater strength on 
the lower obverse and upper. This coin is in or near a cluster of 
other VF’s that make up the mid to lower end of the Condition 
Census. The Perkins coin, which was there called “Probable 


(Lot #157 continued on next page) 
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Second Finest Known”, (B. Martin ranked it third), has a slightly 
more balanced strike and on the whole is stronger, though it also 
had traces of verdigris, some active, on the obverse. The finest 
known is an AU ina private collection. Our 1995 C4 Sale had a 
choice and strong Fine lot as lot #191, and we reviewed the census 
at that time, but some of the leading examples auctioned include 
the Hall/Hessberg and Oechsner coins (the latter accidentally 
had its plate transposed with that of another variety, the correct 
plate is the one labeled #1159.) In addition the Stack’s 6/94 sale 
had two examples, the first being the Miller coin called 
technically VF due to areas of weakness. 










+P. < ee 
158. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.37.9-e DBL (High R-5) 
VF35 142.8 gns. This is the primary Perkins coin, one that seems 
to fit near the bottom of the condition census for this variety. It 
might almost be called smooth, glossy and chocolate brown, 
except both sides are peppered with tiny roller striae with black 
toning within the micro recesses. Still it is essentially a lovely 
problem free coin, designs well centered on the planchet, and 
relatively evenly struck for a variety that comes softly struck. 
Other high end examples known of this variety include the Miller 
coin, then conservatively graded EF and sold as lot 2011 in the 
5/20 Elder Sale of his collection, the Uncirculated 1975 Pine 
Tree E.A.C. coin, the AU Taylor coin, another AU in a New 
York collection, and the EF Oechsner coin. Also the Strong EF 
example offered in our 1996 C4 Sale, then later as Perkins 460, 
which unfortunately had a severe rim bruise. Ex Stacks 1/2000 
Perkins Collection Sale Lot 459 Ticket not included 





iy; 1787 CONNECTICUT M.37.13-HH DBL (High R- 
5) VF30 126.2 gns. An ETLIR Type. A strong and attractive 
example, that possibly makes low Condition Census. Light 
brown and glossy with intrinsically smooth surfaces (huh? you 
might ask) Intrinsic in the sense that the surface of the planchet, 
where undisturbed by roller striae associated with the coining 
process, is in fact smooth (save for a small patch of fine porosity 
above the obverse head). Those striae are minimally apparent 
over most of the coin, a bit more present at the obverse center. 
Otherwise this coin is perfectly centered and problem free. 
Stronger than the Taylor and Perkins Coins, the variety lacking 
in Oechsner. The Hall/Hessberg coin was called a Strong Fine 


but unplated (a number of Hall coins were undergraded in the 
Hessberg Sale). Equal in detail to the Pine Tree EAC 75 coin 
which there was called “the finest seen in years”. That coin had 
some granularity and minimal flaws but overall is judged superior 
to this coin. B&M 11/91 Frontenac lot 349 was AU but with 
obverse scrapes and a discolored area on the reverse. Newman 
owns an EF that reportedly is flatly struck. A nice VF30 was in 
B&M’s 11/87 Sale as lot 3033. One of the finest known may be 
a lovely EF example sold in Coin Galleries 5/88 Sale plated as 
lot 1543, and it had some weakness at the central areas. 





160. 
145.3 gns. An AUCTOPI/ ETIIB Type. An impressive example 
of this double error legend variety. Light brown and glossy. Aside 
from some reverse retained central roughness (I might try 
“coining” that as a term to describe original pre strike planchet 
surfaces), it can fairly be called choice. Legends are full and 
mostly strong (including both errors) but the date is 2/3rds absent 
(yet discernible). Small clip at 5:00 when viewed from obverse. 
Nicer and stronger than the Taylor coin, exceeded by the Perkins 
coin and by several others noted there. Still far above average 
for this important type, not far from the census, and simply 





161. 


1787 CONNECTICUT M.44-W.4 DBL (R-4) F18 
118.4 gns. Dark chocolate fields with some raised parts tan, 
possibly once cleaned, now rather natural. Pleasing smooth 
surfaces, essentially free of marks. Though this variety is not 
excessively rare, it is scarce in upper grades, and a solid VF 
might make condition census. 


162. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.45-CC - DBL (High R-5) 
F18 139.5 gns. Deep and medium golden browns, with significant 
detail for this rare variety. Unfortunately the surfaces have been 
roughened by patches of fine, but pesky, porosity. Muted orange 
from a cleaning shows through at a couple of points on the devices 
on each side as well. The detail showing though is technically 
comparable to the condition census Perkins coin (which had 
surfaces superior to this). This die marriage represents the only 
) 


use of both of these dies. There are now 32 


known. 


or 33 examples 
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163. 1787 CONNECTICUT M.53-FF DBL (High R-5) 
VEF20 154.7 gns. An appealing coin in a grade very difficult to 
equal or surpass. Evenly toned an attractive tan with nicely 
reflective surfaces that are reasonably smooth. Each side has its 
share of light contact marks, each one individually trivial so that 
the net effect is still minor. Some porosity is a minor presence at 
points also. The strike weakens near the upper left rim so that 
the I of AUCTORI is mostly lost and the planchet naturally 
roughens there continuing onto the forehead. The same portion 
of the planchet was poorly struck on the reverse, that showing 
near the rim between the first digit of the date and the I of INDE. 
The date and reverse legends are full as is the remainder of the 
obverse legends. The accumulated minor problems this coin has 
are just that compared to the positive impression gained by it’s 
light color and uniform visual appeal. This coin might make a 6 
coin Condition Census. Overall it is superior to the Perkins coin 
which we would also grade as a VF20. The finest known example 
is the Hall/Hessberg Choice AU. The Pine Tree EAC 75 coin, 
lot 139 was there graded at least EF with some mint luster, though 
the strike resulted in weaker centers than this coin shows. Other 
strong examples include the coin used to illustrate the Miller 
text, a VF/EF that was off center. A coin with comparable detail 
to this, called a Strong VF, sold in Stack’s 6/94 Sale as lot 189. 
The Oechsner VF had a few small defects but was overall 
stronger. An EF45 is reported to reside in the ANS collection. 





164. 1788 CONNECTICUT M.2-D MBR (R-1) VF30 
125.8 gns. Strong detail, chocolate brown, glossy, few marks... 
Then there are the flaws. Lots of them on the reverse, though the 
obverse is relatively free of them. The flaws are pre strike, 
wretched planchet stock is common for this variety. 


165. 1788 CONNECTICUT M.7-E MBL (R-5) F15 110.5 
gns. Technically this coin is VF, or even better, but it is hard to 
get there from here. Chocolate brown, with a very uneven strike. 
Dead center and to the right it is at least reasonably well struck 
up on both sides. On the left the legends are partial, and for the 
reverse fragmentary is a better fit. The date is weak and Liberty 
has just about lost her head. Scattered fine porosity. Dull ruddy 
patch at upper reverse. Martin currently lists 56 examples. 


166. 1788 CONNECTICUT M.9-E MBL (High R-5) F12 
125.4 gns. Some detail of a stronger Fine. Dark gray brown in 
places, elsewhere brightening to varying degrees as muted orange 
from a prior cleaning shows through. Each side lightly porous, 
small rim bruise at 10:00 obverse. Old diagonal scrape scratch 
down center of reverse to rim at 5:00. 


LOVELY M.12.2-E 











167. 1788 CONNECTICUT M.12.2-E MBL (High R-6) 
AUS0 128.5 gns. To the best of our knowledge, this is the finest 
known example of this very rare variety, and it is definitely a 
lovely coin. Toned an even light brown on a smooth hard 
planchet. Die bulge evident along the lower rim of the obverse. 
Planchet slightly irregular at the rim at the upper obverse, and 
lower reverse. An absolutely choice and problem free example. 
Until a couple of years ago this variety was assumed to be more 
common, but only 16 examples could be traced. This coin is a 
new discovery, as it resided in a collection misattributed as a 
Miller 12.1-E until it was submitted for sale to this auction. The 
current count thus rises to 17. We researched the census for this 
variety in our 1999 C4 auction catalog in the description for lot 
#185, adamaged VF35. The previous leading candidate for finest 
known was the AU Pine Tree EAC 75 coin, lot #300, but that 
had some surface problems. The description for lot #300 of the 
EAC Sale compared that coin with the EF 1970 Appleton/MHS 
coin, stating details were comparable. The latter coin reappeared 
in Taylor as lot #2714, there graded VF20. The other leading 
examples include Hessberg lot 1559, an ex-Hall coin 
conservatively graded Strong Very Fine but with edge bruises, 
while Newman is reported to have a weakly struck but choice 
EF coin. Norweb lot 2612 was an off center EF40 with reverse 
scratches. We have not seen a plate of Newman’s reported coin, 
but the current offering clearly exceeds all the others cited, and 
lesser examples like the Perkins coin. 
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168. 1788 CONNECTICUT M.16.4-L.2 DBL (High R-5) 
VG8 106.6 gns. A pleasing lower grade example of a scarce 
variety. Mixed dark and light browns. Relatively smooth for the 
grade, some reverse hairlines are insignificant. An early die state 
for this fatal flaw variety, with the intersecting reverse die breaks 
present but not that far advanced. 


169. 1788 CONNECTICUT M.17-Q DBL (High R-5) 
Poor 72.4 gns. 31 are known, and though this variety is usually 
found in lower grade, this coin exceeds virtually all known 
examples in that respect. Medium brown, sort of smooth obverse, 
not sort of smooth reverse. Bent, flawed at center of obverse, 
planchet cracked at 2:00 obverse. This coin can be attributed. 
Honest. 


170. UNATTRIBUTED 1787 CONNECTICUT 
HUMDINGER G4 104.6 gns. Have fun guys, I think this can 
be attributed. By the way, it’s holed. Twice. Probably by those 
old fashioned square nails folks back then used to use, because 
the holes are, you guessed it, square. Nice enough light brown 
color, and what else counts? You got holes, you got color. Might 
have made a really nice toy once. Buyer must provide own string. 


7; SIX COIN 1785 CONNECTICUT VARIETY 
STARTER SET. Includes: M.3.1-A.3 (R-4) VF20 139.1 gns. 
Medium brown, traces of prior cleaning at obverse center. 
Plentiful roller striations, more so on obverse. Grainy from fine 
porosity. Full legends and date, though weak at points. WITH 
M.3.1-L (High R-4) G6 126.5 gns. Dark olive green, some 
microscopic porosity and a few toned obverse pin scratches. Full 
legends and date. WITH M.3.5-B (R-4) F1l2 121.8 gns. Near 
ebony toning, moderate porosity each side, but flawless and 
scratches with full legends and date. WITH M.5-F.5 (R-4) VG8 
144.4 gns. Very dark fields, some high points brighter. Roller 
striation across obverse face, mostly smooth surfaces. Full 
legends and date. WITH M.6.3-G.1 (R-3) FI8 145.7 gns. 
Medium brown with significant remnants of silvering on each 
side. Only minor porosity. Obverse stronger than reverse due to 
die state of latter. Full legends and date. WITH M.6.4-I (R-2) 
VF25 137.9 gns. Lovely planchet before the damage. Smooth 
and glossy mahogany brown surfaces where undisturbed. Deep 
cluster of large digs center right reverse, smaller group at roughly 
the same point on the obverse leaving the surface in that area, 
uh, uneven. Several rim bruises when viewed from reverse. 


172. FOUR 1786 CONNECTICUT COPPERS. Includes: 
M.1-A (High R-4) VG10 138.7 gns. ET LIB INDE Type. Pale 
ruddy and green tones, a burial coin largely coated with 
microscopic porosity so that much of the surfaces are dull. Few 
marks, full legends, bold date. WITH M.5.2-I (R-4) F15 105.5 
gns. Medium to light brown. Haze of very shallow ultra fine 
porosity leaves this coin dull. Some horizontal reverse striations 
and a few small dark jade spots on the surface. Centers Quite 
weak, legends and date quite strong. WITH M.5.8-H.2 (High 
R-5) F15 138.9 gns. Light brown, reflective and smooth were it 
not for a multitude of criss crossing pin scratches on both sides, 
along with the letters A C graffiti in the left obverse field. WITH 
M.5.8-H.2 (High R-5) VG8 147.3 gns. Another, this time only 
with obverse pin scratches, not quite as many, but still more than 
enough. Light olive brown, both sides with extensive fine 
porosity. Full legends, enough of date to make it out. 


173. TWO MAJOR CONNECTICUT TYPE COINS. 
Includes: 1786 M.5.3-N (R-2) VG10 135.5 gns. Hercules head 
Type. Dark olive surfaces that are smooth and glossy. Small rim 
bruise at 9:00 obverse. Struck low obverse, high reverse, but 
only the tops of a few obverse legends are effected. The reverse 
has a strong full INDE and a clear date, but lacks the right legend. 
A small double X is scratched near the reverse center which is 
mostly devoid of detail due to the advancing die state. WITH 
1787 M.1.2-C VG8 125.8 gns. Late die states, most peripheral 
details gone. Light olive planchet, small clip at 10:00. Obverse 
fairly smooth, except for a small scrape at the center, reverse has 
scattered porosity, a dull circular green patch above and right of 
shield, and a scrape on Liberty’s torso. 


174. THREE DATE FIVE COIN CONNECTICUT 
GROUP. Includes: 1785 M.3.5-B (R-4) F12 119.2 gns. Light 
golden brown mostly, with grayish green and ruddy areas. Porous 
on both sides but date, legends and devices full and clear. Reverse 
with several long pin scratches at lower left. WITH 1786 M.2.1- 
A VF20 (R-3) 97.6 gns. ETLIB INDE Type. Dark golden brown, 
brighter at some high points. Both sides somewhat rough from 
porosity. Full clear legends and date. WITH 1787 M.6.1-M 
VF20 (R-1) 114.9 gns. Laughing Head Type. Chestnut brown 
highly reflective granular surfaces. Old horizontal pin scratch 
across lower reverse. Patch of raised green verdigris behind 
obverse head. WITH 1787 M.9-R (High R-4) G4 148.3 gns. 
Chocolate brown, quite smooth and glossy for the grade. Left 
legends strong, not much of the right legends present. That last 
digit of the date is obscure though, due to a flaw. WITH 1787 
M.32.5-aa (R-5) Fl2 135.5 gns. INDE/FU Legend Error Type. 
Contrasting dark and light chocolate browns. Surtaces have fine 
granularity, but are highly reflective. Full legends and date. 
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175. 1787 CONNECTICUT COPPER TRIO. Includes:: 
M.11.2-K (R-3) FI2 145.5 gns. Medium brown with some 
darker contrasts. A few roller striae on the obverse, but problem 
tree smooth and glossy for the grade. WITH M.33.6—KK (R.2) 
152.8 gns. Mostly medium to dark olive brown, some points 
lighter. Well centered. Dusting of microscopic porosity dulls this 
shghtly, but essentially smooth and problem free. WITH M. 
33.39-s.1 FI8 138.9 gns. Medium brown with some contrasting 
tones. Lightly granular but another basically smooth coin. 
Planchet clip from 3:00 to 4:00 obverse, and no significant 
problems. 


176. 1787 CONNECTICUT COPPER PAIR. Includes: 
M.1.2-C (R-3) AG3 109.6 gns. Muttonhead Type. Intermediate 
die state. Mottled black and medium brown. Both sides rough 
from porosity, date is legible. WITH M.33.28-Z. (R-5) VG10. 
Snipe Nose Type. Cleaned but largely retoned on obverse to a 
light brown, the reverse is similar but shows more orange. Fairly 
smooth and reflective, but a number of toned scratches and digs 
are present on each side. Full legends and date. 


177: FOUR BETTER 1787 CONNECTICUT COPPER 
VARIETIES. Includes: M.33.3-W.1 (High R-4) F12 130.8 gns. 
Deep brown and jade fields, most raised parts lighter. Slightly 
rough in places but mostly not. By and large just a bit grainy. 
Full clear legends and date. Yellow attribution number in the 
left obverse field. WITH M.33.4-q (R-5) VG8 101.8 gns. Light 
chocolate brown but with a heavy coating of fine porosity on 
each side. Reverse flawed by Liberty’s head, becoming a thin 
vertical roller striation as it moves south. Legends complete, 
upper two thirds of date present. 48 examples now traced. WITH 
M.33.28-Z.16 (R-5) VG10 138.4 gns. Snipe Nose Type. Pleasing 
tan toning, both sides moderately porous, but reflective with a 
relatively smooth look. Free of damage. Very upper reverse weak, 
but date and legends clear. WITH M.37.1-cc.1 (R.4) FI5S 141.1 
gns. Mottled darker and lighter browns, reasonably smooth with 
just scattered minor porosity. Small dig at center of obverse, and 
two toned pin scratches at left center. 


178. SIX VARIED 1787 CONNECTICUT COPPER 
VARIETIES. Includes M.4-L (R-1) VF30 119.0 gns. Horned 
Bust. Relatively early die state, with the horn detached in the 
obverse field. Dark brown, extremely rough planchet. WITH 
M.15-F (R-3) 91.1 gns. CONNECT Type. Warm chestnut and 
mahogany browns but very rough planchet, with several striation 
flaws along with major porosity. Legends and date full and 
usually fairly clear. WITH M.16.1-m(R-5) AG3 144.2 gns. Light 
brown. Deep obverse flaw on drapery, some porosity but the 
coin looks smooth, that’s what enough wear will do. Most of the 
legends are readable, but not the date. WITH M.32.2-X.1 (R-3) 
F12 139.5 gns. Quite smooth and glossy for the grade. Retoning 
fairly well to a medium brown from a cleaning, but some orange 
shows through in fields. Planchet gently indented from rear, 
where it isn’t so obvious, but there is increased obverse wear at 
the nose and jaw as aresult. WITH M.33.15-r.1 (R-1) F12 124.8 
gns. Obverse center black, part of periphery and the reverse is 
brown. The obverse center is extremely rough, elsewhere the 


coin is just porous. Left legends weak but mostly full, right 
legends and the date are clear. WITH M.37.13-HH (R-5) VG8 
147.1 gns. Porous. A significant percentage of this coin shows 
bright orange from a cleaning, the rest is gray brown. Off center 
to left, legends weak there as a result. Date is strong. 


179. AN APPEALING PAIR OF CONNECTICUT 
COPPERS. Includes: 1787 M.6.1-M (R-1) F18 105.9 gns. 
Chocolate brown, slightly lighter at points. Nicely reflective, 
minimally grainy planchet. Free of notable surface marks, but 
slightly indented in the reverse field above the shield. WITH 
1788 M.11-G (R-2) FI5 105.7 gns. VF detail over much of the 
coin, but trailing off at lower reverse. Mostly smooth and glossy. 
Medium to dark olive toning with scattered jade patina, raised at 
a few points, most notably below the E of ET on the reverse. 


180. TRIO OF 1788 CONNECTICUT COPPERS. 
Includes: M.9-E (High R-5) F12 128.2 gns. Seemingly flawed 
all the way through the planchet, but the hole also seems to have 
been manually enhanced; located below the obverse chin. Two 
tone chocolate brown with pleasing surfaces. Off center, so that 
reverse right legend is partial. Strong date. WITH M.14.2-A.2 
(R-5) G6 143.7 gns. A pleasing low grade example, granular 
but with a smooth look. Two tone chocolate, free of notable 
marks. Struck medal turn, all legends present but not the date. 
Late obverse die state, with failure at TORI. WITH M.16.3-N 
(R-2) G6 104.3 gns. Medium brown, both sides porous and a 
scattering of contact marks and the like. Full legends and date. 





181. 1787 MASSACHUSETTS HALF CENT RYDER 3- 
A (R-5) F15 76.1 gns. The buyer of this coin last year found an 
upgrade, so it’s back, with the same description: Probably the 
crudest etched Indian in the official Mass. copper series, although 
some of the effect is lost on all but the highest grade examples 
do to obverse central die bulging. That bulge is quite apparent 
on this example with pronounced weakness in the center. The 
surfaces on this are choice for the grade, chocolate brown and 
very smooth, but with some orange glints of muted copper 
showing on the reverse. No surface marks of any kind. This 
variety is seldom offered either through auction or private 
transaction. Many collectors do not adequately appreciate how 
difficult it is to find many of the Half Cent varieties beyond the 
3 or 4 commonly encountered. Ex Stack’s 3/94 Sale lot #269 
Ticket included 


182. 1787 MASSACHUSETTS HALF CENT Ryder 4-C 
(R-2) VF25 78.9 gns. Dark chocolate brown with a dusting of 
microscopic porosity but basically smooth and problem free. 


" 
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182a. 1787 MASSACHUSETTS HALF CENT R.5-A (R- 
3) VF20 73.4 gns. Chocolate brown, smooth and reflective with 
just trace granularity. This comes with a Colonial American Coin 
Club certificate, which states: “VF, Indian weak at right, nice 
surfaces.” Signed by Walter Breen. It’s interesting to not that the 
certificate was issued to member number 575. That’s more 
members than the current C4 Club. It’s amazing what marketing 
can do. 









183. 1788 MASSACHUSETTS HALF CENT R.1-B (R- 
2) VF35 84.3 gns. Light olive brown, subtly darker at points. 
Surfaces are smooth and glossy. Virtually problem free (there’s 
a tiny obverse scratch between the Indian’s bow and elbow). 
Scarcer late reverse die state, with a die break at the final 8 of 
the date. Nice type coin. 
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184. 1787 MASSACHUSETTS CENT R.2b-A (R-1) EF45 
141.6 gns. The “Horned Eagle”. Very Early Die State. The die 
state, combined with its grade, is what makes this coin rather 
exceptional. It is virtually hornless, with the break from the 
eagle’s head barely a flee at this point. Mid olive brown and 
nicely reflective. Detail is sharp for the variety, and as should be 
expected given the early die state, there 1s very little of the typical 
die rust in the reverse fields. This coin though does have more 
small scattered contact marks than one might expect given its 
grade. For the most part they are quite minor, though some small 
scrape scratches on the reverse between AS of the legend and 
the wing are slightly annoying. Even so, this is still the finest 
example of the early die state for this variety that this cataloger 
can recall ever seeing, with no others coming to mind that 
approach it in overall quality and grade. It is reputed to be Ex 
Ryder, but no documentation is available to back that claim. 





185. 1787 MASSACHUSETTS CENT R.2b-A (R-1) EF40 
143.0 gns. The “Horned Eagle’. Mottled tones, predominantly 
very dark brown. Sharp detail but surfaces dulled by clouds of 
fine porosity. No other problems. 






186. R.2b-E (Low R- 
5) EF45 154.4 gns. A candidate for low end Condition Census 
for this variety. Dark olive brown surfaces with some paler 
highlights. Surfaces are semi-glossy and lightly granular, 
otherwise problem free aside from two tiny rim ticks at 5:00 and 
5:30 reverse. In recent years the CC for R.2b-E has crept up to 
EF at the low end, but there are still no Mint State examples 
known. Our 1997 and 199 C4 Sales also contained EF examples. 
Norweb and Taylor both had EF’s, and they were ranked #2 and 
#3 by Mike Packard in 1990 (he was not then aware of this, or 
the other C4 coins) with a privately held AUSO ranked first. 


187. 1787 
146.4 gns. Glossy light chocolate brown surfaces, the reverse 
can be called hard. On the obverse there is a band of tiny shallow 
micro voids scattered across the upper fourth of the coin, as made 
pre striking. Visual impact is minimal. All things considered, 
this is a lovely coin. 


188. 1787 MASSACHUSETTS CENT R.4-C (R-5) FIS 
150.4 gns. Medium tan and reflective planchet roughened 
somewhat by roller striae and some porosity, more so on the 
reverse. Sull, light color is quite forgiving on a lower grade piece, 
and its look, especially on the obverse, retains appeal. A tough 
variety to find. The obverse die is sometimes referred to as the 
Aged or Bowed Indian, as his head seems to be sagging. Ex 
Stack’s 9/05 Sale Lot 29 Ticket included 
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189. 1787 MASSACHUSETTS CENT R.4-D (R-3) VF35 
155.3 gns. Dark olive brown. A few contact marks and some 
microscopic porosity dulls the surfaces in places. Still relatively 
nice. For some reason the planchet stock for R.4-D usually tones 
darkly and seems susceptible to microscopic porosity. 


190. 1788 MASSACHUSETTS CENT R.4-G (R-5) VF25 
152.6 gns. An especially nice example of this scarcer variety, at 
the very least comparable to the coin in our last C4 Sale, certainly 
not exceeded by any we have offered in any of our now seven 
C4 Sales. Slightly mottled two tone chocolate brown, and glossy, 
the surfaces essentially smooth with minimal obverse striae. A 
well hidden obverse dig right of the belt, otherwise just typical 
contact marks for the grade. Several very faint hairline scratches 
near the center of each side, minor enough that it’s quite unlikely 
they will show ina photograph. Small reverse rim bruise at 7:00. 
Ryder 4-G is one of many MA Cent varieties for which the 6 
coins census apparently dips to the VF level, bringing this coin 
reasonably close to inclusion though it does fall short. The census 
is poorly defined for this series, which provides both advantages 
and disadvantages to the collector. On one hand it is difficult to 
be assured that most any given candidate for the Condition 
Census actually earns that distinction. On the other hand 
frequently there is little or no premium paid to acquire a low or 
medium census level circulated coin. 





I9t. 1788 MASSACHUSETTS CENT R.4-G (R-5) F15 
162.4 gns. Contrasting dark and light golden browns. Generally 
smooth and reflective, surfaces somewhat uneven with a few 
stray contact marks. 










192. 1788 MASSACHUSETTS CENT R.6-N (R-2) 
[SEGS VF20] F18. A No Period After S type. Just a touch of 
reverse central weakness led us to downgrade the holder slightly. | 
Quite pleasing. Smooth glossy light chocolate brown surfaces 

that are problem free. 


193. 1788 MASSACHUSETTS CENT R.10-L (R-2) | 
[PCGS EF40] EF40. Evenly struck with problem free surfaces. 
Medium brown with wood grain effect toning. Smooth and 
glossy, nice for type. | 


194. 1788 MASSACHUSETTS CENT R.13-N (High R- 
4) EF45 147.1 gns. A No Period After S Type. Actually this 
deserves a higher technical grade, but my fingers refused to type | 
it. This coin might have slipped from the hand of the minter into 
a bog. It may be none the worse for wear, but where it was made 
it worse. Heavy granular porosity is distributed evenly across | 
both sides, with a few pits at the left reverse. Medium olive 
brown and free of marks. The detail here is remarkable for the 
variety though. Had it not slipped into that mythical bog, this 
would be very high condition census. Then again, had it not been | 
buried, it might be a Good 6 today. Which only proves, when 
viewing today’s current Condition Census, there’s no use crying 
over silt ilk. | 





D-6 BUNKER HILL FLAG 
Following the outbreak of the American Revolution at Lexington 
and Concord, Massachusetts in March, 1775, the Amercians 
fortified themselved in various areas of higher ground (hills) to 
protect Boston from British seizure. On June 17, 1775 the 
Americans successfully defended themselves from the British 
in the first significant battle of the war on Bunker Hill near 
Boston. All proceeds go to C-4. 
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195, 1788 MASSACHUSETTS CENT R.17-I (R-7) G6 
136.9 gns. A great rarity in MA Copper series, this is likely the 
7th known example of this variety. Obverse detail might 
generously be called G4 (on a Good day). Reverse detail though 
is solidly VG. Whatever the grade, the obverse is perfect for it. 
Smooth, light brown, glossy, and problem free. MON and 
WEALTH can be seen in varying degrees of legibility. The 
reverse shares the virtues of the obverse, but unfortunately also 
hosts a dozen or so digs. Almost half are by the shield and base 
of the eagle’s right wing, some others are by the M and by the 
final S. Five of the 7 examples we know of grade some degree 
of Good or less. The exceptions are a prize Uncirculated coin, 
and another that is Very Fine. Taylor 2152 was graded Good 4 
obverse, Fine 12 reverse, but from the plate the surfaces appear 
rough. Another low grade coin is holed, and this cataloger once 
owned an AG example that is now in a New York collection. 
The obverse is always found weak with R.17-I, as it is a late use 
of a failing die. The 17 obverse was previously used in several 
1787 varieties, but is designated with the number 4 when used 
in that year. Pay close attention to the I reverse die, by the way. 
It is found only with one scarce variety; R.12-[, and with two 
extremely rare varieties; R.13-I and of course with R.17-I. 


196. THREE UNUSUAL MASSACHUSETTS CENTS. 
Of all the states that authorized coinage during the Confederation 
period, Massachusetts by far maintained the best quality control 
of them all. The planchets used in coinage were carefully 
prepared, and of near uniform weight. Clipped and/or seriously 
defective planchets are almost never encountered, which makes 
these uncommon cents. Includes: 1787 R.3-G (R-1) VG8 140.9 
gns. Pleasing smooth light chocolate surfaces, full legends and 
date. Straight clip at 2:00 obverse but at 3:00 the planchet returns 
to round via a jagged bur. Possibly post striking in origin, but 
there is no sign of the planchet having been damaged by use of 
force, and the irregular area of the rim is well aged. WITH 1788 
R.10-L(R-1) AG3 134.7 gns. Smooth chocolate brown surfaces, 
legends and date well worn but legible. This coin has three 
separate straight clips so that the planchet is out of round roughly 
between 3:00 and 8:00. The largest runs from 3:00 to 5:00, the 
others were between 5:00 and 6:30, and between 6:30 and 8:00. 
WITH 1788 R.11-F (R-5) F12 135.1 gns. Chocolate brown, the 
reverse fairly smooth, but the reverse is rough. Very rough. Very 
very rough. And it’s not from porosity. This is the worse planchet 
stock anyone we know has ever seen used for a Massachusetts 
Cent. Deep top to bottom crevices, striations, laminations, 
whatever, they are UGLY, and dominate both the center and right 
of this coin. 


mn 


197, (1672-1675) SAINT PATRICK HALFPENNY 
VLACK 1-B BREEN 198 MARIS 1-A G4 127.9 gns_ Large 
Letters obverse/ Large Letters reverse. Very smooth and glossy 
light brown surfaces. No trace of a brass splash. Small dark 
toning spot on the crown. REX on the obverse is sharp, stronger 
than the grade here given, but it is the only strong region of this 
coin. Most of the king and harp is faint. On the reverse St. 
Patrick’s hat, several heads, and most of the legend is visible. In 
a John Griffee signed envelope. 









198. (1672-1675) SAINT PATRICK HALFPENNY 
VLACK 4-E BREEN 198 MARIS 1-A F12 137.1 gns Small 
Letters obverse/ Small Letters reverse. Choice surfaces, tan, 
glossy and problem free. Small bright brass splash on the crown. 
Only REX is visible of the obverse legend. A very pleasing coin. 





199, (1672-1675) SAINT PATRICK HALFPENNY 
VLACK 4-E BREEN 198 MARIS 1-A VG10 128.9 gns Small 
Letters obverse/ Small Letters reverse. Actually technical grade 
of at least F12, but surfaces are quite rough from porosity, which 
softens some details. Chocolate brown with a bright perfectly 
centered splash on the crown. Planchet suffers from a crimp bend 
at its base. Complete with a John Griffee signed envelope. 
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200. (1672-1675) SAINT PATRICK HALFPENNY 
VLACK 4-E (Attribution Tentative) BREEN 198 MARIS 1- 
A G4 142.8 gns Small Letters obverse/ Small Letters reverse. A 
choice low grade coin, with essentially perfect light brown 
surfaces. Nice bright splash, covering half the crown and an upper 
portion of the harp. King and harp well outlined, with some string 
detail remaining. Part of REX visible. On the reverse some of 
the crowd is present but St. Patrick is there in spirit only. Reverse 
legend gone. Our consignor thought this coin to be either a V.1- 
A or V.1-B, other opinions welcome. 
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201. (1672-1675) SAINT PATRICK HALFPENNY 
VLACK 5-D BREEN 199 MARIS 1-A VF20 135.7 gns Small 
Letters (called medium obverse letters by Breen). A lovely 
example. Smooth glossy surfaces, a thin scattering of minor 
porosity appears pre strike in origin. Predominantly honey brown 
with slightly darker shadowing around some devices. The splash 
is bright and shifted slightly to the right on the crown. Full strong 
legends on each side, other than the X of REX which is weak 
but present. Nice inner detail also. This coin sold as lot #10 in 
the 1995 John M. Griffee Sale for the first C4 convention. His 
signed envelope comes with this lot. Ex M&G 1995 “Griffee” 
C4 Sale, lot #10 envelope included. 
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202. (1672-1675) SAINT PATRICK HALFPENNY 


VLACK 5-D BREEN 199 MARIS 1-A VG8 122.9 gns Small 
Letters (called medium obverse letters by Breen). Smooth and 
glossy honey brown surfaces. Obverse the weaker side with only 
part of the harp outlined but legends essentially full. Small bright 
splash at crown but scratched, possibly during a removal attempt. 
Reverse more even with reasonable central detail, top of some 
legend letters are obscured. A nice low grade example. 


203. (1672-1675) SAINT PATRICK FARTHING BREEN 
208 F15 86.6 gns. Predominantly smooth and attractive light 
brown surfaces, with some darker shadowing. A bright brass 
splash is perfectly centered on the crown. Obverse the stronger 
side, with detail at or near full VF. Complete legends, with much 
inner detail remaining. Reverse also has full legends, but is 
weaker at the center. Excellent overall appeal. Currently anyone 
cataloging this series using specific attributions, will cite simple 
Breen number designations, of which there are 13 for copper 
farthings. Relatively soon that may change. John Griffee, with 
the help of Stan Stephens and others, is far along in developing 
a new cataloging system meant to accommodate every single 
die variety that is discovered. It builds on Breen’s system, but 
adds decimal point sub numbers. You will find evidence of that 
on the envelopes that come with some of the lots in this section, 
where that numbering system is already being used as the result 
of the coin having been examined by John Griffee, who is 
determined to personally view every St. Patrick Farthing ever 
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minted. Ultimately over 200 die varieties are likely to be included. 
Close to that many have now been identified, and the frightening 
thing is, all of them are rarity 7 or higher! 


204. (1672-1675) SAINT PATRICK FA 

208.3 F18 82.0 gns. A thoroughly pleasing example, light 
chocolate brown with a larger than usual brass splash. Smooth 
and glossy with just a bit of seemingly pre strike porosity. Two 
or three small natural depressions in the planchet left of St. 
Patrick. Strike is fairly balanced on both sides. Full clear legends. 
This is one of the coins that John Griffee got to with his new 
attribution system, the third of this sub variety that John has 
traced. 








205. (1672-1675) SAINT PATRICK FARTHING BREEN 
208.4 VF20 76.7 gns. Chocolate brown with reasonably smooth 
semi glossy surfaces. Both sides with some scattered porosity 
likely present at the time of striking. Small shallow lamination 
void below the crown, darker at that area. Splash is toned over 
but faint traces can be found. Well centered and evenly struck . 





206. (1672-1675) SAINT PATRICK FARTHING BREEN 
208.4 VF35 96.9 gens. Technically quite strong with details 
perhaps of a full EF, but the fields are dark and very rough from 
porosity. All of the high points though are still light brown and 
somewhat smoother. It seems the veneer of this coin, other than 
at the high points, has corroded away leaving most of the detail 
fortunately preserved. 


207. (1672-1675) SAINT PATRICK FARTHING BREEN 
208 VG10 79.8 gns. Chocolate brown, darker at points, porous 
in places. Large flaw at rim above REX. Bright splash centered 
on the crown. Full legends on both sides. The reverse is by far 
the stronger side at the centers, as the planchet is bowled leading 
to uneven wear. 





The Seventh Annual C-4 Convention Sale, November 10, 2001 









208. (1672-1675) SAINT PATRICK FARTHING BREEN 
208 G4 54.5 gns. A composite grade, broken down it would be 
Fair/VG. Two tone light and dark chocolate browns, the contrast 
easier to appreciate on the reverse. Both sides exhibit micro pit 
voids, like a sprinkling of black dust. Splash barely visible as 
trace discoloration. Obverse legends partial and weak. The 
reverse would have full legends were it not for a massive hulking 
cud formation dripping down from the top of the coin (with a 
smaller one on the rim at 4:00). Very very cool. According to 
Griffee’s signed envelope, three examples are known of this 
variety, which is Breen 208.2. 













209. (1672-1675) SAINT PATRICK FARTHING BREEN 
211.4 VF25 87.8 gns. Strong detail, but the surfaces are rough 
from porosity. Mixed medium and dark browns. The splash is 
large, lying within the outline of a circle cut into the planchet 
around the crown. Legends full and sharp, consistent with grade. 
With an envelope signed by John Griffee. This is a Breen 211.4. 





210. (1672-1675) SAINT PATRICK FARTHING BREEN 
211.8 VG8 64.2 gns. Though this coin has seen less circulation 
than the grade implies, too much detail has been softened and 
lost from porosity to grade this any higher. Dark brown. 





211. (1672-1675) SAINT PATRICK FARTHING BREEN 
212 VEF20 101.4 gns. Dark brown and smooth, with strong 
legends and well struck centers. It’s only problem is an ancient 
attempt to pry out the brass splash, which only partially 
succeeded, leaving a partial crater and some digs in that area. It 
is not uncommon to find splashes fully or partially removed. 
Some speculate that the feature may in early times have been 
mistaken for gold rather than brass. 









212. 
212.3 VF20 70.7 gns. Dark chocolate brown with some lighter 
highlights. On this the reverse is clearly the nicer side, rather 
boldly struck and fairly smooth, with just a dusting of 
microscopic porosity. The obverse is rougher, with greater 
porosity in the fields, and it is not quite as well centered with 
portions of the left legend partially off of the flan. No sign of a 
brass splash. 
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213. 1787 NEW JERSEY M. 6-D (R-1) [PCGS EF45] 
EF40. A choice coin. Chocolate brown, smooth, glossy and free 
of problems. Very hard to improve on, the low end of the 
Condition Census drops to EF. 
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214. 
Medium olive brown, with smooth glossy surfaces. Small scratch 
by REA of obverse legend, otherwise relatively free of marks. 
Some signs of a prior cleaning on the reverse, where faint orange 
shows through between some of the vertical shield lines, and 
around the lower right legend. Still attractive. 


215. 1786 NEW JERSEY M.12-G (R-5) AG3 131.4 gns. 
ANo Coulter Type. Decidedly low grade. Dark fields, chocolate 
devices. Reverse legends are complete, but only fragments are 
on the obverse which is dateless, with many old hair line 
scratches. Both sides with fine porosity of little note on a coin 
this grade. The nice part though is that the coulterless plow is 
among the stronger features on the coin. 
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216. 1786 NEW JERSEY M.12-G (R-5) EF40 142.6 gns. 
A No Coulter Type. This is the O’ Donnell Collection coin, sold 
by Stack’s as lot #101 of their January 2001 Sale. Choice light 
brown surfaces, smooth and glossy. Detail that is quite sharp for 
this variety, with a crisp obverse mane, and finely etched details 
within the reverse shield. There is a small rim bruise at 4:00 
obverse, and another tiny one at 11:00 obverse. This is a solid 
mid to low end Condition Census coin (using a 6 coin census). 
In fact it is rare for any No Coulter variety to achieve this lofty 
grade level. M&G Auctions has now had the honor of handling 
half of the CC M.12-G coins through the annual C4 Sales. The 
Maris Collection coin, later sold by Bowers and Ruddy as lot 
#1397 in their 10/80 sale of the Garrett Collection, was lot #245 
in our 1999 C4 Sale. An even sharper example sold as lot #314 
in our 1997 C4 Sale. Other CC examples that we are aware of 
include the Roper and Norweb coins, and a splendid near Unc. 
which now resides in a private collection. Ex Stacks 1/01 
O'Donnell Collection Sale Lot #101 Ticket included 





217. 1786 NEW JERSEY M.12-G (R-5) VG8 143.4 gns. 
A No Coulter Type. Far prettier than the average low grade 
example, and the average example of a M.12-G is in low grade, 
thereby making this coin well above average overall. Medium 
chocolate brown, a tint lighter at most raised points. A minor 
dusting of microscopic porosity, but trivial. Also some faint roller 
striae, actually rather pleasing, sort of a light wood grain effect. 
Realistically, this coin should be called smooth, and rather glossy 
for the grade. Virtually full legends and date, with small areas 
fading.. | suppose two letters or so of CAESAREA might be 
thought to be “beyond the pale”, but barely. Problem free, an 
excellent low grade type coin. 


218. 1786 NEW JERSEY M.12-G (R-5) VF 133.8 gns. A 
No Coulter Type. The lack of a numeric grade here is intentional. 
This coin has seen little true wear, but it fell on hard damp dark 
times and it shows. A note on the envelope it came in states: 
“Dug in New York State at soldier encampment”. This coin is 
dark brown, dull matte like in appearance. Porous to several 
degrees; moderate here, heavy there, corroded elsewhere (or 
everywhere depending on how you define it). Obverse legends 
most effected. Remaining detail though is at the very least EF, 
probably higher, which is most readily apparent at the reverse 
shield. 





219. 1786 NEW JERSEY M.14-J (R-1) EF45 148.3 gns. 
A nice example of a common variety. Light brown and semi- 
glossy, the surfaces are free of any true porosity. Instead there is 
a smattering of tiny striae thinly distributed across the coin, but 
nary a notable scratch or tic to report. Struck low on the obverse, 
so that the bottom edge of the date is just falling off the planchet. 
On the reverse, BU of PLURIBUS is tight for the same reason. 
Plus there is the barest clip at that point (more likely the edge of 
a planchet strip), visible only from the reverse. Slight spot of 
dark and ruddy discoloration on the obverse near the last E of 
the legend. The reverse has some faint ruddy undertones 
throughout the shield area. The die bulging to the center right of 
the obverse is easily seen on this example. 
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220. 
Strong detail on a smooth medium to mahogany brown planchet. 
Some areas have an underlying orange glow more consistent 
with a prior cleaning than with original color. Tiny reverse only 
clip at 7:00. Again, what might be taken as scattered very fine 
porosity seems instead to be natural, micro breaks in the coins’ 
original surfaces. No damage to report. 


F Vay 
221. W JERSEY M.15-T (R-4) VF35 143.7 gns. 
Light brown, with intrinsically smooth and glossy surfaces. 
However this coin has scattered micro striae flaws on both sides 
as originally made. On the obverse they primarily occur at the 
right and lower areas of the coin. On the reverse there are less, 
and mostly they are near the rim between 1:00 and 3:00. A bare 
hint of an obverse rim ding at 11:30, and no other post striking 
marks. The obverse is usually weak with this die pairing, and 
here it shows detail frequently not seen, while the reverse is quite 
sharp. Not an easy variety to obtain, certainly not in this high a 
grade, and this is an overall pleasing coin. Looking at prior C4 
Sales, John Griffee’s coin was EF but granular, while the Scott 
Barnes coin was a VF25. 








222. 1786 NEW JERSEY M.15-L (R-4) VF20 146.6 gns. 
The cataloger has just taken the bold move of upgrading the 
rarity of this variety from R-3 for reasons explained at the end of 
this description. This ts the Griffee Coin, last offered as lot 20 in 
our Ist C4 Sale held in 1995. Medium brown fields contrast 
nicely with tan high points. This is a pleasing coin. There is some 
inconsequential granularity, but the surfaces appear smooth and 
semi-glossy. Further it is evenly struck and problem free with 
full clear legends and date. This coin comes close to CC inclusion, 


oo 


currently only 5 examples are known above the VF range, with 
VF's as well hard to come by. While cataloging a M.15-L for 
the 1997 3rd C4 Sale, this cataloger reviewed the records for the 
first 2 sales, which had extensive offerings of New Jersey 
Coppers. The Griffee and Barnes collections were excluded (each 
had one M.15-L), leaving 170 additional NJ coppers. None of 
these were 15-L’s. For comparison sake, included were 4 M.44- 
d’s (R-4), 3 M.63-r’s (R-5), 3 M.55-m’s (R-4), 3 M.12-G’s (R- 
5), and numerous multiple representations of other varieties rated 
at rarity 3. Subsequent observations continue to indicate that 
M.15-L is an under rated variety. Ex M&G 10/95 C4 Griffee 
Sale Lot #20 Ticket & envelope included 
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223. 1786 NEW JERSEY M.16-L (R-1) VF25 138.6 gns. 
The “Protruding Tongue”, so called for the break originating at 
the horse’s mouth. Typically seen obverse cud at 2:00. Even dark 
chocolate brown toning on a smooth, extremely glossy planchet. 
Problem free but struck off center, low on the obverse, high on 
the reverse. Obverse date and legends full, on the reverse the 
very top of RIBUS is off the planchet. 
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1786 NEW JERSEY M.16-L (R-1) VF30 148.5 gns. 
The “Protruding Tongue”, so called for the break originating at 
the horse’s mouth. Typically seen obverse cud at 2:00. Chocolate 
brown, smooth and glossy. Just one small tic on the plow. 
Certainly an attractive coin 


224. 


225. 1786 NEW JERSEY M.16-L (R-1) FI5 139.0 gns. 
The “Protruding Tongue”, so called for the break originating at 
the horse’s mouth. Yet another pleasing example. Medium olive 
brown; smooth, glossy, and essentially problem free. 


226. 1786 NEW JERSEY M.16-L (R-1) DOUBLE 
STRUCK VG8 134.1 gns. The “Protruding Tongue”, here is 
not visible because this coin has heavy porosity across both sides 
and as a result is quite rough. Medium brown, the primary strike 
is off center low and to the right. The interesting aspect of this 
coin is a second PLURIBS seen over the primary one. 
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227. 1786 NEW JERSEY M.17-b (R-3) VF20 152.1 gns. 
PLUKIBUS Type. A Small Planchet issue. Dark golden brown 
planchet, some lighter high lights, with some darker toning at 
points on the lower reverse. The surfaces are granular and dull 
from a carpet of very fine porosity. The obverse die is failing 
here, detail is mushy and wide breaks show at the left of the 
date, near the top of the horse, and from the right base of the 
horse towards the rim at 3:00. The reverse consistently shows 
strong detail that is much sharper. both sides with fine porosity 
across all of the surfaces. Obverse the slightly rougher side with 
a few thin surface striations also. Scratches are negligible, the 
light toning is more forgiving of fine even porosity than dark 
toning would be. The PLUKIBUS feature here is quite distinct. 
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228. 1786 NEW JERSEY M.18-M (R-1) EF40 129.5 gns. 
The Bridle Type. Hard chocolate brown surfaces with the gloss 
to be expected. The bridle obverse die crack is fully formed. 
Planchet is naturally cracked at 8:30 obverse, extending to the 
horse’s mane but quite thin for most of that journey. On the 
reverse the crack runs through the L of PLURIBUS to the edge 
of the shield. Two faint old scratches run vertically for a short 
distance right of NOV on the obverse, otherwise the coin is 
problem free. An attractive high end example of this type. Ex 
B&M 11/94 Sale Lot #3102 Ticket included 





229. 
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A Wide Shield Type, the second of the “Drunken Die Cutter” 
obverse varieties with a skewed date. Medium brown with 
mahogany tints, relatively smooth but a bit dull with some 
microscopic porosity shadowing some features. Several very fine 


old hair line scratches found at various obverse points. 
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230. 1786 NEW JERSEY M.21-N (R-2) VF20 149.8 gns. 
A Wide Shield Type. Light chocolate brown, deepening slightly 
towards the rims. Very smooth, semi-glossy and virtually problem 
free, with just a few faint scratches between the S and A on the 
obverse to note. While below the CC level, it isn’t by that far, as 
the condition census for this variety drops to a Strong VF. 


231. 1786 NEW JERSEY M.21- O (R-5) AU50 170.0 gns. 
A Wide Shield Type. Would that the surfaces on this coin could 
only approximate it’s technical grade, but they don’t. None the 
less, from a sharpness stand point, it is the strongest ever plated 
and is only exceeded in that regard by an Uncirculated example 
in an Eastern Collection. This coin saw very little if any 
circulation. It is predominantly deep brown, with some ruddy 
red oxidized areas in the obverse fields and on portions of the 
horse. Almost certainly this is a burial coin, with the obverse 
somewhat glossy over half the surface with porosity scattered 
elsewhere. The reverse is a bit rougher and the surface, on whole, 
is less reflective but the toning is even. It is roughest in the area 
above the shield where the porosity is most concentrated, but 
for the most part the surface can be called granular and dull. 
Fortunately this coin lacks verdigris and surface marks or 
scratches. The current 6 coin census for this variety (in which 
this is not included) drops to the VF level. The Spiro/Oechsner 
and Picker/Maris coins are the finest plated. This one clocks in 
quite heavy at 170 grains. This coin, by the way, came from the 
infamous Boston U.S. Marshall’s Sale in July 2000, where it 
was in group lot #54 with a (weak) PCGS VF20 M.53-J. For all 
of you who never received the non existent Prices Realized for 
that Sale, the lot brought $2,200. Sorry, the plastic baggy is not 
included with this lot. Ex New Netherlands 1952 ANA Sale Lot 
#743 Ticket not included. 


232. 1786 NEW JERSEY M.21-P (R-5) VF20 124.8 gns. 
A Narrow Shield Type. Medium brown with surfaces that in a 
sense are smooth though dull. Each side has a very even coating 
of extremely fine porosity. Very few marks, just a tiny dig after 
NOVA, and a short thin scratch on the reverse shield. Full legends 
and date. The shield shows little inner detail, which is more than 
seen on most examples. 
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233. 1786 NEW JERSEY M.24-M (High R-7) VG8 138.2 
gns. This is only the fifth known example of this extremely rare 
variety. It is also only the third time that this rarity has appeared 
in auction. The variety was unknown to Maris and not discovered 
until the late 1960’s. The discovery piece, an attractive EF, was 
auctioned by Harmer Rook as plated lot 186 in their “Million 
Dollar Sale” Part | in November of 1969. That coin is now 
reported to be in a major eastern collection. The second auction 
appearance for this variety was in M&G’s 1996 C4 Sale, lot 
#31, another VG specimen which currently is still the second 
finest known example. This coin is dark brown, with some green 
patina at points within the reverse legends, and appears to be a 
burial piece. Surfaces are quite rough from heavy granularity, 
which has significantly softened the details on this coin. 
Nonetheless it is still fairly reflective, as is sometimes the case 
with coins that were buried, and nonetheless, it is still 
prohibitively rare. The known census for this variety was clarified 
subsequent to our 1996 Sale, resulting in a revised count of 4 
prior to the discovery of this coin, which returns the final 
inventory to a total of 5 examples. Another VG example 1s found 
in a Maryland collection, and is presumed to be finer than this 
coin. A Western collector is believed to own a Good example to 
complete the current count. We said it once (in 1996), and we’ ll 
say it again. This is an unparalleled opportunity for advanced 
New Jersey collectors. 
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234. 1786 NEW JERSEY M.24-P (R-2) VF20 132.0 gns. 
A Narrow Shield Type. A choice coin. Hard glossy problem free 
surfaces, aside from a few trivial surface marks. Mahogany toning 
with some tan highlights, quite attractive. 


Zo5i 1787 NEW JERSEY M.28-L (R-3) F15 140.4 gns. 
Light and dark contrasting browns. Surfaces a bit grainy but 
essentially smooth with no significant problems. 


236. 1787 NEW JERSEY M.29-L (R-4) VG8 136.9 gns. 
An under appreciated variety, probably scarcer than generally 
thought. Chocolate brown, evenly granular but quite reflective. 
Several very fine and very faint hairline scratches cross the horse 
horizontally. 
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237. 1787 NEW JERSEY M.34-J (R-2) VF35 126.8 gns. 
The “Deer Head” Type. Two tone light golden olive on evenly 
granular surfaces. This coin features a very sharp strike and a 
bold look not frequently seen with this variety. In fact from a 
technical grade stand point this coin falls within the condition 
census for M.34-J with just 3 relatively problem free examples 
currently identified in EF or better. Aside from porosity this 
coin is problem free, and despite it it has dramatic eye appeal 
and is certainly a superior example of this distinctive type. 





238. 1787 NEW JERSEY M.38-c (R-3) VF25 145.5 gns. 
Small Head Type. A pleasing example of a variety that is 
surprisingly difficult to find nice in upper grades. In fact this 
coin likely would line up soon after the #6 coin cut off for the 
Condition Census (as that term is used here. Some other important 
venues, such as Stack’s to the best of our knowledge, use a ten 
coin count for their Colonial CC). Medium, slightly mahogany 
tinted brown fields with most relief lighter. The planchet is 
smooth, reflective, and just slightly grainy. It is also compact 
and not quite fully round as seems to frequently be true of the 
stock found used for 38 obverse varieties. A natural edge 
irregularity mimics a tiny clip at 11:30 obverse. As frequently 
seen with the variety, only the horse head is in relatively bold 
relief. The legends and shield lines are always a bit ethereal. The 
detail shown here is stronger than usual. The B of PLURIBUS 
though is characteristically faint. Only four M.38-c’s are known 
above the VF range, with none being Uncirculated. The Griffee 
and Barnes coins, from our first 2 C4 auctions respectively, are 
among those that exceed this coin, the latter slightly. 


239. 1787 NEW JERSEY M.39-a (R-2) VF25 144.7 gns. 
Chocolate brown, each side with even but fairly significant 
porosity. Detail is strong for this variety. Struck high on reverse, 
with a few letters missing their very tops. No other problems. 
This coin comes complete with VF graded Walter Breen signed 
Colonial American Coin Club Certificate. 
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240. 1787 NEW JERSEY M.43-d (R-1)] VF30 155.4 gns. 
Evenly toned light brown on a very glossy but moderately 
granular planchet. Two light scratches on the obverse, from right 
of the horse’s nose to it’s right base, but otherwise problem free. 
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241. 1787 NEW JERSEY M.45-d (High R-5) VF25 145.4 
gns. A solid Mid Condition Census coin, likely between the 3rd 
and 5th finest known, depending on how you rank them. An 
attractive light brown in color, both sides with an even base of 
fine granularity, the primary effect of which is to make this coin 
a bit less reflective than it otherwise would be. There also are a 


few patches of more pesky microscopic porosity. Three are 
clustered near the lower left of the obverse; at the end of the 
plow handles, at the lower left corner of the horse head, and by 
the N of NOVA. Another patch is on the reverse in the field 
hugging the rim from 4:00 to 5:30. Rim bruises can be seen 
from the obverse only at 5:00 and 5:30, with a tiny tic or two at 
the very base. In the census for this variety published in April 
of last year, this coin was listed 5th, ahead of the clearly weaker 
H. Garrett VF and behind another VF in the Richard August 
Collection that we have not had the pleasure of personally 
viewing. We however have had the pleasure of offering the Sherr/ 
Barnes coin as lot #65 of our 1996 C4 Sale, which was ranked 
3rd in the aforementioned listing. That coin was weaker than 
this, but with surfaces far smoother, and likely it deserves to 
retain its current position behind the Ex Taylor Maris Obverse 
Plate Coin, an EF that reappeared in Stack’s 1/01 Sale of the 
O’ Donnell collection, and Norweb’s Strong VF. 





242. 1787 NEW JERSEY M.48-g (R-1) VF30 144.4 gns. 
Chocolate brown planchet with most high points contrasting tan, 
granular but very reflective surfaces with no problems. 








243. 1788 NEW JERSEY M.51-g (R-6) VF20 141.8 gns. 
The rarest of the Head Left varieties. Dark olive color, on dull 
and granular surfaces that however are mostly free of marks. 
The exception is a reverse scrape from the rim to the star in front 
of the P of PLURIBUS. Obverse detail is strong, with full clear 
legends. The date is always weak on this variety, here it can’t be 
seen, mostly as the result of a low obverse strike. Essentially 
full reverse legends with the upper letters faint at points, again 
partially as a result of an off center strike, here slightly high. A 
rare variety to begin with, scarcer still in this grade. 
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244. 1787 NEW JERSEY M.52-i (R-3) EF40 151.1 gns. 
An impressive example, about at the level of a Low Condition 
Census coin. Lovely honey brown toning, the obverse completely 
so, the reverse also with a few small areas of ruddy toning near 
the bottom and left periphery. Predominantly smooth and glossy. 
Both sides are struck off center to the right. On the obverse the 
legends are full but tight against the right rim, while the date is 
nearly full with the last seven partially off the planchet. Reverse 
legends are partial due to centering, with varying portions of the 
letters BUS UNU off of the planchet. After four AU’s in the 
condition census, this coin is among a cluster of EF examples 
that vying for the rear of that census, with the Norweb coin 
currently being seen as at the edge of that cut. 


245. 1787 NEW JERSEY M.52-i (R-3) VF20 145.2 gns. 
Medium brown, slightly brighter at some high points likely 
indicative of having once been cleaned, but now looking rather 
natural. Generally smooth, there is very thin dusting of 
microscopic porosity across the coin which is clustered a bit in 
the area immediately surrounding PLURIBUS. Overall, a nice 
coin. 


246. 1787 NEW JERSEY M.53-J (R-4) F12 143.5 gns. 
Medium brown, contrasting with some darker areas. Reasonably 
smooth surfaces with some scattered contact marks and digs. A 
tough variety, and one that is hard to locate in higher grades. 


247. 1787 NEW JERSEY M.54-k (R-3) F15 110.5 gns. The 
“Serpent Head” Type. Moderately granular but evenly so, and 
still reflective. Olive green and golden tan surfaces that are free 
of marks. Strong central detail suggestive of a higher grade. 
Strong date, nearly full legends but parts of NOVA very faint, E 
PL is also quite weak on the reverse. 
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248. 1787 NEW JERSEY M.56-n (R-1) OVERSTRUCK 
[PCGS AUS50] AUSO. A “Camel Head” variety, overstruck on 
an imitation British Halfpenny. Smooth and pleasing 
predominantly light brown surfaces, a touch darker at places but 
seemingly with remnants of now subdued original color ghostly 
present around some reverse legend letters. Sharpness on this 
coin varies greatly, the result of an undertype not sufficiently 
vanquished. Portions of an inverted Seated Britannia are visible 
right of the horse head with traces of the prior legend remaining 
further right of the NJ legend at 3:00. Portions of the undertype 
obverse freely mingle with the reverse shield at will, while at 
the right the legends seemingly exhausted themselves in an 
ancient duel so that only a much weakened NUM emerged 
victorious. Some portions of this coin though, such as the date, 
the obverse left legend, and the plow, are quite crisp. The planchet 
itself is completely problem free. An attractive, but perhaps more 
important, interesting high end example of this major type. 








1787 NEW JERSEY M.56-n (R-1) OVERSTRUCK 


249. 
VF20 124.2 gns. A “Camel Head” variety, overstruck on a 


Connecticut copper with much under type detail still present. 


Light chocolate brown and glossy, with generally smooth 
surfaces. The New Jersey legends are full, and the date strong. 
In addition CONN is also visible between CAESAREA and the 
date. On the reverse the date 1787 trom the host coin lies below 
UNUM, and much of the left outline of Seated Liberty, including 
her branch hand, can be found within the shield. 
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250. 1787 NEW JERSEY M.58—n_ (R-5) 
OVERSTRUCK AUS50 117.9 gns. A Camel Head Type. A bold 
and lovely example. With this coin M&G has the pleasure of 
offering a Spiro example of this distinctive and scarce variety 
for the second time in a C4 Sale. This coin, we believe, was 
undergraded as an EF when last offered in B&M’s 11/91 
Frontenac Sale, where the grade given it for lot #1577 of 
Schulman’s 75th Anniversary 3/55 Spiro Sale was carried over. 
The latter sale was back in 1955 when grading standards were 
far more conservative, and the use of Choice for the write up 
was significant. Here’s that classic description: “Ex. Fine but 
struck over Conn. 1788 on defective planchet. Choice” which 
actually was a long write up for the minimalist but fabled Spiro 
offering. Except where flawed the surfaces are smooth, virtually 
hard, and glossy. Toned an appealing chocolate brown, slightly 
darker in small areas. Struck over a 1788 CT Copper (which is a 
very rare date/type combination for an undertype) with portions 
of the date visible below the right point at the base of the shield. 
Though unattributed at the time of the Frontenac Sale, someone 
(is that you, Ringo?) has subsequently attributed the undertype 
as M.16.2-O. The planchet cracked at the rim at 10:30 obverse, 
and a flaw develops that partially obscures the O of NOVA, with 
a lesser small flaw on the horse’s neck. That same crack caused 
a small void at the reverse rim at 9:00, with further tiny flaws 
showing both at P and the adjacent edge of shield. Very sharp 
details for a coin showing ample undertype, most of that on the 
reverse where the legend after PLURIBUS shifts to the 
Connecticut LIB. Solidly or high in the Condition Census 
depending on how you rank them. Our Sale of the Griffee 
Collection at the 1995 C4 Convention contained the most recent 
appearance of Spiro #1576, an even sharper less flawed AU, but 
with areas of roughness from porosity. Lot 326 from our 11/98 
C4 Sale had a Strong AU with a near perfect obverse, but with 
heavy grunge affixed to and affecting the reverse shield. The 
Maris/Garrett AU, later in the Henry Garrett collection (B&M 
3/92 #1416) was quite choice but from a later obverse die state 
and perhaps more softly struck. Another coin of comparable 
merit, though differing plus and minuses, is reported to be in a 
San Franciscan collection. Ex Schulman 3/55 Spiro Sale lot 
#1577 No Ticket, Ex B&M 11/91 Frontenac Sale lot #208 Ticket 


included 
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251. 1787 NEW JERSEY M.60-p (R-4) VF30 154.7 gns. 
A PLURIBS error type. This is the Taylor coin. Medium brown, 
actually less olive in tint than most examples of this important 
Red Book type. Surfaces subtly granular but nicely reflective 
and mostly free of surface marks. Tiny rim tick at 5:30 obverse. 
The sparse but accurate Taylor catalog description nailed it when 
it said “Excellent definition of features” because that is what 
makes this example exceptional. Although M.60-p (and M.61-p 
the only other PLURIBS type) comes flatly struck to begin with, 
the specimens typically encountered have centers that are further 
failing and indistinct. That is not the case here. The horse is fully 
outlined, the mane hairs fully separated and clear. The reverse 
shield too shows ample detail, with the fine inner lines of the 
vertical stripes roughly half present, while most of the horizontal 
lines are still sharp. This coin is clustered with a few other Strong 
VF’s at the base of the Condition Census. An exceptional AU, 
lot 192 in Stack’s 5/84 Sale, is clearly the finest known. Far as 
we can see, other than the stronger but slightly porous Oechsner 
coin which was re-offered as lot #977 of Stack’s 6/97 Sale, and 
perhaps one other roughly comparable to this sold a few years 
back in a Los Angeles auction (sorry, memory fails), one most 
go back to the late 80’s to find records for a Maris 60-p equal to 
or better than this. Those were the glory days for this variety 
with the Taylor, Oechsner, Steinberg (Stack’s 10/89, and Rescigno 
(B&M 11/89) coins all offered in rapid sequence. The O’ Donnell 
Collection, sold in January 2001 by Stack’s, lacked this variety. 
Henry Garret’s EF coin, sold by B&M in March 1992, was very 
dark and quite porous. Both the Griffee and Barnes coins, sold 
in our first two C4 Sales respectively, clearly rank below this, 
and B&M’s 11/91 Frontenac Sale lacked it as well. Ex B&M 3/ 
87 Frederick B. Taylor Sale Lot #2256 ticket included. 





252. 1787 NEW JERSEY M.62-q (R-1) VF20 145.4 gns. 
Large Planchet. Very smooth and glossy light chocolate surfaces. 
This coin is problem free. The centers are weakly struck with 
minimal inner details, which is typical of late strikings of this 
die pair. Here the obverse shows the die break that rises from the 
rim at 5:30 to the plow, with a cud formed partially between. 
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253. 1787 NEW JERSEY M.62-q (R-1) VF20 144.6 gns. 
A Large Planchet variety. Overall a lovely coin, other than 
retained surfaces at the center (from the planchet surface as it 
was pre-striking), the surfaces are both smooth and glossy, and 
they are uniformly glossy regardless. Actually even at the center 
of each side, the area that is faintly roughened is small and 
unobtrusive. Virtually problem free with just a few stray light 
obverse marks. The color is worthy of special comment. It is an 
almost uniform warm chocolate brown, with some mahogany 
tints at points, and it is quite attractive. In its last auction 
appearance it was simply observed that this coin was cleaned 
and retoned. Close observation would confirm that, but the final 


result here is vastly superior to that usually envisioned when 
that term is used. Ex Stack’s 1/2001 Sale Lot #211 
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254. 1787 NEW JERSEY M.64-t (R-1) DOUBLE 
STRUCK VF30 126.4 gns. Struck on a Large Planchet. A lovely 
and dramatic coin with a significant provenance. This coin was 
one of two of this variety offered in Stack’s 10/84 Sale of the 
Richard Picker collection, this having been lot #239. There it 
was incorrectly called a “duplicate”, however the coin in lot #238, 
unlike this, was among those struck on a small planchet. The 
planchet here is very large. Light chocolate brown with glossy 
surfaces that are free of porosity and predominantly smooth. 
Some light granularity seems natural to the planchet, while rough 
areas at the center of each side are the result of insufficient metal 
flow at striking, which is quite usual for large planchet examples. 
This coin has a small clip viewed at 8:00 obverse. The double 
strike is found in a partial second ring of dentils found beyond 
the complete primary ring of dentils. On the obverse that runs 
between 2:00 and 7:00, and on the reverse a bit weaker from 
12:00 to 4:00. Ex Stack’s 10/84 Picker Collection Sale Lot #239 


D-7 Walter Breen’s unpublished manuscript, New Jersey 
Coppers, Fall, 1995. This is a bound copy of the efforts of Ray 
Williams to reproduce a very poor copy of this lost classic. 


Insights into the holdings of F.C.C. Boyd and other notables are 
available thanks to Breen (and Ray). All proceeds from this lot 
go to C-4. 





yi 1787 NEW JERSEY M.64-t (R-1) VF25 149.5 gns 
Struck on a Large Planchet. Light chocolate brown. Nicely 
reflective and mostly smooth. This too has a small rough area at 
the centers with retained original planchet. Otherwise this coin 
has light granularity, with an area of porosity above UNUM and 
some ruddy spots within the obverse legends containing small 
amounts of dark grunge. Light hairline scratches randomly 
present on each side. 


256. 1787 NEW JERSEY M.64-t (R-1) VF25 144.4 gns. 
Struck on a Large Planchet. Medium to light olive brown with 
some high points tan. Surfaces are reflective but erratic, smooth 
at some points, rougher at others including points near the center. 
Also scattered small pitting, mostly on the right side of the 
obverse and top of the reverse. A thin planchet crack at 11:30 
obverse, yields to a fine break that is only in the planchets’ top 
layer, running diagonally down through the center of the horse. 
Strong detail, a large planchet, good color, and some gloss. 





257. 1788 NEW JERSEY M.67-v (R-1) VF20 141.1 gns. 
Reverse appears stronger as is normally the case. Light golden 
olive, brighter still at some high points. Surfaces granular, but 
evenly so and quite reflective. Otherwise problem free. 


258. 1788 NEW JERSEY M.67-v (R-1) F12 139.3 gns. 
Medium brown with rough surfaces, porous at points, some 
corrosion at others. 


D-8 FORT MOULTRIE FLAG 

Early in the American Revolution, the colonists were defending 
their positions against the greater British forces. By March of 
1776, William Moultrie had built a small fort on Sullivan’s Island 


in the harbor before Charleston to defend the city against British 
attack. he was successful and the fort was later named after him. 
The current flag of South Carolina is based on this design. All 
proceeds from this lot go to C-4. 
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259. 1788 NEW JERSEY M.75-bb (R-4) F18 148.3 gns. 
A Running Fox Type. Dark grayish olive. Actually rather smooth 
but somewhat matte like, the result of a thin presence of truly 
microscopic porosity. Full clear legends date and fox, except 
where the obverse legend is typically partially obscured by the 
die break. Faint old scratch across much of the shield. Small 
edge flaw at 6:30 when viewed from obverse. Tough to find this 
variety at this grade or higher, actually all Running Fox types 
are scarce in upper grade. This variety was lacking from Stack’s 
1/01 O'Donnell Sale. Our 1997 C4 Sale had a pleasing VF30 
offered as lot 379, and the description there contains further 
census information, but this coin is nicer than the Barnes coin 
from the 1996 C4 Sale, for example. 
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260. PROMISED LAND OF NEW JERSEY COPPER 
DUO. Includes two different New Jersey Coppers, each 
pedigreed back to the Pine Tree “The Promised Lands Sale” held 
April 29, 30, and May 1, 1974. That sometimes forgotten auction 
contained numerous significant Colonial coins. Both of the coins 
offered here come complete with the original lot tickets: 1787 
M.37-f (R-4) G4 138.2 gns. A Goiter Type. Medium brown, not 
dull but rough and porous. Strong date and devices show decent 
detail but some of each legend is missing. WITH 1787 M.63-s 
(R-1) VF20 125.7 gns. Dark olive brown and nicely reflective, 
but both sides evenly granular. 


261. A PAIR OF SCARCE NEW JERSEY COPPERS. 
Includes: 1786 M.18-J (High R-5) VG8 140.7 gns. Light brown 
but heavily porous and polished. Obverse legend strong though 
very little of date shows, the bridle is visible on horse. Shield 
fairly clear, but reverse legends incomplete and partially of the 
flan WITH 1786 M.26-S (R-5) F12 144.8 gns. Very mottled 
toning, with light and dark browns, plus black and ruddy areas. 
Planchet is rough, some details strong. 


262. A NEW JERSEY COPPER TRIO. Includes: 1786 
M.14-J (R-1) FIS 150.5 gns. Two tone chocolate brown, both 
sides porous but evenly so, surfaces somewhat dull. No other 
problems, full legends and date. WITH 1786 M.24-P (R-2) F1l2 
156.0 gns. Cameo contrasts of dark brown and tan on highly 
reflective surfaces, with fine porosity evenly spread across them. 
Toned and shallow hairline scratches on the reverse shield. 
Overall pleasing. WITH 1787 M.63-q (R-1) VF35 141.6 gns. 
Even chocolate brown toning on a planchet coated with extremely 
fine porosity, leaving it with a matte like look. Details are still 
quite sharp, with much inner detail on reverse shield which shows 
the later die state with breaks along its upper left border. A short 
linear dent on the obverse into the horse’s left ear, and a small 
crimp in the planchet at 1:30. 


263. ANOTHER NEW JERSEY COPPER TRIO. 
Includes: 1786 M.14-J (R-1) F15 139.7 gns. Medium brown 
surfaces partially recovered from a cleaning, both sides granular 
from fine porosity. Along the left rim, and at spots within the 
shield, dark residue of a lacquer of some sort is found. WITH 
1787 M.43-d (R-1) G7 145.0 gns. Medium brown, mostly smooth 
and somewhat glossy, except for an area right of the horse from 
1:00 to 4:00 where there is micro pitting. Large straight clip 
between 12:30 to 2:30. WITH 1787 M.48-g (R-1) F12 138.2 
gns. Medium brown and reasonably smooth, just some minor 
scattered porosity. Obverse has some dark toning spots at center 
left. Relatively free of surface marks. 


264. TWO YEAR NEW JERSEY COPPER DATE SET. 
Includes: 1787 M.48-g (R-1) EF40 139.4 gns. The technical 
grade is impressive but the coin is quite rough. Light brown with 
suitably sharp detail and a combination of striations, areas of 
heavy porosity, and underlying granularity. WITH 1788 M.67- 
v (R-1) VG10 141.9 gns. Pale golden olive, reflective but it has 
been polished. Both sides have scattered but significant porosity, 
Full legends and clear date. 


| 
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Frealon Bibbins Collection of Vermont Coppers 


Vermont Coppers have always captivated colonial coin collectors. It is a series unlike any other. 
Commonly grouped with the coinage of New Jersey, Connecticut, and Massachusetts as being among 
the “State Coppers”, Vermont’s coins never were. When minted Vermont was an independent nation, 
destined to become but not yet a State. Vermonters always have been an independent lot. Had some 
of its early citizens gotten their way, it would be still be an independent nation, but “Americans” had 
the upper hand. That sentiment is captured in the reverse legend found on Vermont Coppers of the 
Landscape design, which translated means “The Fourteenth Star”. Vermont coins are unusual too 
for having shifted designs radically in mid stream, from that Landscape design to the Bust types. 
Concurrently, the history of Vermont’s coinage merges with that of New York’s Machins Mills mint. 
After starting out at a mint in Rupert Vermont, coinage for the series was shifted to that New York 
location. Therein lies a source of bountiful fascination for many of today’s collectors. Readers not 
yet thoroughly familiar with the study and collecting of Vermont Coppers and the history that 
surrounds them, are urged to read the recent book: “The Copper Coins of Vermont” by Tony Carlotto, 
published by the Colonial Coin Collectors Club in 1998. It does justice to the series in a way that we 
will not begin to attempt here. 


Collecting any Colonial series is a challenge. While a few collectors may be blessed with seemingly 
bottomless pockets, the rest of us face some difficult choices as we pursue our hobby. Virtually 
without exception, we all start out wanting the same thing; the most complete collection possible, 
composed of coins that display the finest eye appeal, exhibit the highest grades, and include the 
greatest rarities known. Well as they say, Good Luck! Some compromises are inevitable, some 
disappointment is certain. Some must shorten their horizons, or loosen their standards. Many never 
do find what they are looking for, or can’t afford it when they do. Tonight we offer a genuine coin 
collection, assembled over many years by a real gentleman who truly enjoyed his coins and took 
great pride in assembling the nicest and most complete Vermont variety collection that budget and 
opportunity would allow him. It is a highly individual mix of the ordinary and the extraordinary, the 
aggregate sum of deliberate choices in pursuit of a personal vision, a vision largely fulfilled. By the 
time he finished, Frealon “Bud” Bibbins achieved a goal very seldom equaled. His collection of 
Vermont Coppers by variety includes a very impressive 33 varieties out of 40. (the cataloger does 
not include the Ryder 40 in this tabulation as its authenticity is widely challenged, but included are 
both cast and struck types of Ryder 5). Further, most of the coins in this collection are at the least 
highly pleasing, and in some cases remarkable, while some others might be closer to average. The 
truth is, when Bud settled for a less then exceptional example of a common variety, there was no 
great sacrifice made. Bud enjoyed the individual character of all of his coins, and money saved on 
a Ryder 14 might help purchase a Ryder 15. 


Vermont Coppers are not the only Colonial Coins that Bud Bibbins collected, but they were his true 
love (A close second were Machins Mills Imitation British Halfpence. This is the second time that 
Bud has supported C4 by auctioning a collection of his coins through its annual auction. His Machins 
Mills collection formed a large part of our 1997 offering of that series). While they may be in low 
grade, this collection contains several of the classic rarities in the Vermont series, including such 
heavily sought after rarities as Ryder 1, Ryder 5C (cast type), Ryder 15, and Ryder 30. Which is not 
to say that exceptional examples of more common varieties are not to be found here. For example 
the AU Ryder 13 with original mint red remaining should raise more than a few eyebrows. When all 
is said and seen, we are tempted to say, “there’s something here for everyone’, but knowing C4 that 
simply is not true. There isn’t enough to go around. 
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265. 1785 VERMONT RYDER 1 IMMUNE 
COLUMBIA REVERSE (Low R-6) G4 107.9 gns. This is the 
only die marriage in the Vermont series that incorporates this 
distinctive reverse. Though the condition census for Ryder | rises 
from somewhere in the Fine range, most examples are in lower 
grades. Both of the dies used strike weakly at the center in this 
combination. Here the legends show strength of Good, while 
the centers look weaker. This coin is medium brown and rough 
from pitting and porosity, a bit more so on the obverse than 
reverse. Obverse legends full, but obscured in small part by 
pitting. On the reverse COLUMBIA is full and fairly clear, but 
IMMUNE is partially off of the small planchet, and the date is 
fallen off. Though weak at the center, Seated Liberty is easily 
visible. The reverse has several toned pin scratches which are 
inconsequential in context. Despite it’s Ryder number, Ryder | 
is believed to be a late product of the Machins Mills Vermont 
coining effort, and it is one of a handful of mules in the series 
(the others being R.13, R.31, R.39, and the disputed R.40). All 
uses of the Immune Columbia reverse are rare, which adds to 
the allure of Ryder |. The reverse is also found combined with 
three Nova Constellatio dies and an Imitation British Halfpenny 
obverse from the Machin’s Mills series, Vlack 15-85NY. 
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266. 1785 VERMONT R. 2 LANDSCAPE VERMONTS 
(R-2) FI5 113.1 gns. A pleasing coin. Surfaces show a nice 
contrast of dark and medium chocolate browns. They are grainy 
but can be considered smooth for a landscape type, as they are 
reflective and essentially unflawed, with just a couple of striae. 
Perfectly centered, which is frequently not the case. The legends 
on both sides, and the date, are full. The centers and one third of 
the legends are strong. This example is from the early obverse 
die state, without the break rising through the plow. Don’t let 
anyone tell you that some grading standards have not shifted 
over the years. Consistently Bud graded by the old school, and 
his envelope is labeled Very Good, which certainly would be 
considered a conservative net grade now. The same observation 
can be made about his grading of many of the coins in his 
collection. 
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267. 1785 VERMONT R. 3 LANDSCAPE VERMONTS 
(High R-5) VF30 116.2 gns. Among the highlights of this 
collection, as an attractive mid to upper grade Ryder 3 is a very 
difficult coin to locate. The planchet is a smooth mid golden 
brown. It is flawless and free of porosity, and only the slightest 
bit rough at one small point on each side where the strike did not 
fully take. On the obverse that is at NTS, and on the reverse it is 
before DECIMA of the legend. Coin struck somewhat off center 
on the obverse so that the very top of VERM falls off the flan. A 
sharp ring of dentils runs from 11:00 to 5:00, with excess planchet 
at the far right. RES PUBLICA and the date are bold, while the 
center is all there but soft. The reverse is more dramatically off 
center with a major arc of planchet extending past the dentils for 
half of the coin, peaking over QUARTA. As a result, most of 
DECIMA is off the planchet. The reverse center is bold, and 
both sides are absolutely problem free. There is a trace of 
doubling at C of PUBLICA and at LL of STELLA. Double 
strikes, both minor and major, for some reason, are 
disproportional with this variety. Ryder 3 was missing from some 
major collections of Vermont Coppers including Stack’s Picker 
and Roper Sales, and Bowers and Merena’s Norweb and Four 
Landmark Sales. It is the rarest of all authorized landscape 
varieties. Tony Carlotto, in “The Copper Coins of Vermont” noted 
that “A few nice specimens exist, most notably the Taylor coin 
in AU condition. The Cole example was XF and Dr. Smith’s in 
the Ingle Sale was VF”. The latter coin is the one being offered 
here. We note also the Garrett coin was graded AU. No current 
publicly compiled CC for Vermont Coppers exists Ex B&M 3/ 
91 Matlock Sale Lot #1051 & ex B&M 9/86 Smith Collection 
Lot #769 - Tickets not included. 
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268. 1786 VERMONT R. 4 LANDSCAPE VERMONTIS 
(R-4) VF35 132.2 gns. This is the Picker coin, a choice and 
impressive example of this scarce variety. Light golden olive, 
deepening somewhat near the rims and in the reverse fields. 
Where fully struck the surfaces are hard, an unusually positive 
adjective to assign to any planchet used for a Vermont landscape. 
A small patch of mini striations inhabits the tree line at the left 
of the obverse. The obverse legends are crisp and full, other than 
the area that includes MONTIS R. Those letters are weak in places 
due to slight roughness in the planchet at that point. Although 
the circular ring of die bulging has formed here on the obverse, 
it has not yet weakened the details of the devices, which are 
strong, as is the date. Only STELLA and the edges of a few rays 
are not bold on the reverse, and most of STELLA is still legible. 
This coin is problem free aside from a small rim bruise at 12:00 
obverse. Ryder 4 is the only official landscape variety with the 
VERMONTIS legend. This coin is another highlight of this 
offering. It is exceeded by the EF Garrett and Taylor coins, but it 
in turn exceeds the Roper, Norweb, Frontenac, and Smith/ 
Matlock examples, while the Four Landmark Sale EF is stronger 
but on a defective planchet. The Oechsner Sale lacked this variety. 
In 1976 Ken Bressett published a marvelous study of Vermont's 
coinage as a chapter in “Studies on Money in Early America” 
edited by Eric Newman published by the American Numismatic 
Society. At that time he estimated a census range for Ryder 4 of 
EF45 to VF25. Though that information is outdated, it gives some 
indication of how difficult it is to locate this variety in upper 
grades, particularly nice. Many known examples, unlike this, 
are from a severely bulged obverse die state, and/or have odd 
“strike through” depressions on the planchet. Ex Stack’s 10/84 
Richard Picker Sale Lot #250 envelope not included. 
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269. 1786 VERMONT R. 4 LANDSCAPE VERMONTIS 
(R-4) VF20 118.2 gns. A duplicate that easily could be a primary 
coin. Even chocolate brown surfaces with virtually no flaws. 
Perfectly centered. The obverse is smooth but has several 
unobtrusive hair line scratches at and to the right of the plow. 
It’s legends and date are full and strong. The die bulging now is 
advancing, and central detail is failing though still present. Detail 
on the reverse is more uniform, with two shallow depressions, 
as made, below DECIMA among the rays there. The surface on 
this side is coated with fine porosity. 





270. 

VERMONTIS - CAST TYPE (High R-6) FAIR2/AG3 89.2 
gns. This variety is among the enigmas of Colonial Numismatics, 
and of course 1s a great rarity. Michael Hodder did a superb job 
cataloging this coin, when it last sold in Stack’s 9/93 Sale as lot 
#1068, where he wrote in part: “Mottled orange-brown and black. 
Surfaces rough and quite granular. Planchet slightly out of round 
above PU on obverse. Obverse type indistinct, some letters legible 
with imagination, 17 in date shows, 5 very faint. Reverse a little 
sharper. Very short “ring” when struck. No traces of edge filing 
anywhere. This specimen is morphologically akin to the Taylor 
coin...”. To which it should be added the surfaces are dull and 
porous. This isn’t a pretty coin, just a very rare one, and it dodges 
a major bullet regarding authenticity. Carlotto, on page 91 of 
“The Copper Coins of Vermont’, warns readers concerning Ryder 
5C that “some pieces with suspicious traits have appeared in the 
last several years”, and he goes on to note some characteristics 
of suspicious coins, one being filing marks around the edge, 
another being a planchet cutters arc. In addition to the above 
traits, the suspicious coins share something important in common. 
Each has the same surface marks and details, which in turn are 
identical to the marks and details found on a specimen of this 
variety that can be pedigreed back to the 19th century. Thus it is 
now believed that two or more copies of R. 5C have been 
replicated from that 19th century specimen. The coin here offered 
is not under suspicion, as it does not share characteristics and 
features identical to those coins. For the sake of reference, lot 
#1026 from Stack’s 1/93 Sale is one of the specimens that brought 
attention to this problem. Careful study of the latter fortunately 
preceded the sale of this coin, so its legitimacy could be assured. 
As assured as any Ryder 5C that is. This variety was discovered 
in 1858. It is far cruder than the other landscape varieties 
(omitting R. 5S for the moment), and is laid out in a significantly 
different manner. Speculation centers on it being a contemporary 
(to the period) circulating counterfeit, which would indicate a 
probable late 18th century origin, but of course does not establish 
that as fact. Ryder 5S, the struck type, is a separate crude and 
even rarer enigmatic counterfeit. Despite sharing the same Ryder 
number, it was made from different dies. Ex Stack’s 9/93 Sale 
Lot #1068 Ticket not included 
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271. 1786 VERMONT R. 6 LANDSCAPE 
VERMONTENSIUM (R-2) VF20 122.2 gns. Toned an even 
light brown, both sides are smooth and reflective where unflawed 
and fully struck. The obverse has strong legends from 12:00 to 
6:00, with the date and the design elements also sharp. The 
remaining obverse legend, though weaker, is mostly legible. 
Scattered small flaws at the upper left rim, tiny obverse only 
clip at 5:00. The reverse center is strong, as are STELLA and 
QUARTA. DECIMA though is weak and partial and the planchet 
is rough in that region. 








212. 1786 VERMONT R. 7 LANDSCAPE 
VERMONTENSIUM (R-3) VF25 133.1 gns. Light olive 
brown, raised points paler, well centered and virtually free of 
flaws. Also the date is bold and the legends are full and mostly 
strong. Weakness is confined to two letters on each side; IU on 
the obverse, and EL of the reverse. The surfaces have scattered 
fine porosity but remain reflective and appear smoother than 
those seen on most examples. This is an unusually nice example 
for all the reasons just cited. Though the obverse die state has 
the circular bulge forming, it is not so advanced as to obscure 
the plow. Each side has a few hair line scratches across the center 
which takes some effort to detect. Ex B&M 8/83 Sale Lot 137 
Ticket included 
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273. 1786 VERMONT R. 8 LANDSCAPE 
VERMONTENSIUM (Low R-4) VF20 113.4 gns. Ryder 8 is 
the scarcest of the VERMONTENSIUM varieties, and the hardest 
to find in grades of VF or above. This coin is toned a fairly even 
light chocolate brown. Though reflective, both sides are granular 
and moderately porous, and each side has some striations. On 
the obverse they run through the base of the plow to the rim at 
8:30, on the reverse one runs past the base of the eye, and another 
below QUARTA. This coin is relatively well centered, with a 
full strong date and complete legends on each side, with just the 


top of VERMONTENSIUM off of the planchet. 
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274. 1786 VERMONT R. 9 (R-3) F15 103.7 gns. “Baby 
Head” Type. Light brown surfaces, an unusually nice color for 
a Baby Head. Also the surfaces are unusually smooth, even glossy 
for the type, where unflawed. Of course flaws are the bane of 
Baby Heads, the obverse of this one is flawed at the back of his 
hand across from the O of the legend. On the reverse it is flawed 
along the upper and left edges of the shield, with a smaller one 
at the rim at 3:00, with another on the branch. There are two 
significant clips as well, a curved one from 5:30 to 6:30, and a 
straight one from 9:00 to 10:00. The designs on both sides are 
quite distinct. The left obverse legend is full and clear, right 
legend partial and fainter. The date is bold, and while the lower 
third falls off the planchet, it is still easily read. INDE too is 
strong, ETLIB partial, with that flaw partially to blame. 


275. 1786 VERMONT R. 10 (R-4) VF30 123.2 gns. The 
Mailed Bust Left Type. Although flawed, this is an exceptionally 
nice example of this variety, certainly the best sold through a C4 
Sale to date, which includes the VF20 in our 1997 Sale. Mid 
olive brown, some high points lighter, the surfaces are 
predominantly smooth with some minimal microporosity, and a 
few toned pin scratches below ERMON. Anyone with a passing 
knowledge of Vermont coppers is familiar with the poor planchet 
stock used for the Mailed Bust Left varieties; they come rough 
dark and flawed. This coin suffers only from the latter, and it 
doesn’t suffer greatly. The primary obverse flaw originates as a 
striation within the hair that includes small branches and 
terminates at the rim at 1:30. Though it has other small flaws 
none are visually distracting. The reverse is flawed in the area 
above 17 of the date, with another flaw by Liberty’s knee. Detail 
is quite sharp for this variety, including some obverse hair detail 
and full inner details for the mail. Remarkably there 1s hair detail 
on the reverse also, and fine detail outlining the shield among 
other notable touches. Perhaps this coins best feature though is 
the strength and fullness of the date and legends on each side. It 
is far better centered than most examples and there are no areas 
of weakness, a state rarely achieved by Ryder 10’s. One is hard 
pressed to find a great example that has been auctioned, but three 
of the top candidates include lot #254 from Stack’s 10/84 Richard 
Picker Sale, lot #86 from B&M’s 11/91 Frontenac Sale, and lot 
#5076 from B&M’s Four Landmark Collection 3/89 Sale. The 
latter was described as having “Glossy and somewhat lustrous 
deep tan surfaces” and is likely the finer of the three for that 
reason alone. Typically the great Vermont collections formed 
have included less than ideal examples deemed Very Fine, and 
for the most part the grading of specific Ryder 10’s has 
historically been so erratic as to be irrelevant. Bidders are urged 
to spend time in their libraries comparing the individual character 
of this coin to significant others that have been offered elsewhere. 
Round up the usual suspects and make an evening of it, we think 
you will find that this coin compares quite favorably with most 
of them. Ex B&M 4/86 Sale Lot #838 Ticket not included 
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Mailed Bust Left Type. Dark brown fields, contrasting with 
lighter devices and legends that show a faint orange tinge, 
probably once lightly cleaned to bring out detail. Obverse with 
microscopic porosity but still fairly smooth, with only minor 
flaws including striations at the right shoulder. Light toned 
vertical pin scratches on head. Reverse slightly more porous, 
with some small flaws at the upper right and central rim and to 
the left of the date. A few fine scratches in the left field. Nice 
central detail on both sides, strong left legends also. Right obverse 
legend a bit weaker but still full. Right reverse legend partial 
due to combination of an off center strike and aforementioned 
flaws. Most of 178 present in date but little of the 6 can be seen. 
Ryder 11°s seems even tougher to find in decent condition than 
Ryder 10’s are. It is a classic compromise variety; you likely 
won't find all the qualities you are seeking in one, which will 
you live or not live with? Tony Carlotto made some both 
interesting and relevant observations on page 211 of his The 
Copper Coins of Vermont. Though he used Ryder 6 as his 
example, Ryder 11 works at least as well: “When a person asks 
me how much a Ryder 6 is worth in Fine condition I must 
interrogate them a little. What color is it? Is it struck evenly on 
both sides? Is the surface desirable? Any bullet holes or other 
marks I should know about? These questions will help narrow 
down how much the particular coin is worth, but can vary from 
piece to piece. A Morgan silver dollar in fine will always be 
worth the same no matter who is selling it. They all look the 
same. A fine early copper most likely will have its own 
identity...” 


mn 






277. 1787 VERMONT R. 12 (High R-3) 
The first of the Mailed Bust Right varieties as are all that follow. 
The detail is close to a full VF, but we'll hold back because the 
surfaces just aren't up to it. Pale steely brown, both sides visited 
by fine porosity but still somewhat reflective. Legends are full 
and clear as would be the date had half of it not fallen off the 
planchet. Free of surface marks of note, but Liberty is flanked 
by striations. For some census observations on this variety, 
consult the description for lot #305 of our 1997 C4 Sale. 





278. 1787 VERMONT R. 12 (High R-3) - 
OVERSTRUCK - F15 121.2 gns. Struck over a Nova 


Constellatio Copper, most likely a 1785 issue as many Ryder 
12°s are found with that as an undertype. Here part of the ring of 
leaves that surrounds the US is visible on the shoulder of the 
Bust. Two tone contrasting chocolates give the surfaces of this 
coin an appeal that mitigates the roughness they display. Both 
sides granular with areas of concentrated porosity. Reverse with 
horizontal central scratches that convincingly mimic striations, 
or vice versa, but we'll side with the former. Well centered with 
full legends and date 
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279. 1787 VERMONT R. 13 (R-1) AUS55 114.6 gns. The BRITANNIA Type. There are many R.13’s struck on smoother 
planchets than this, but very, very few as sharp. This coin still has ample traces of original mint red. Even with the flaws present 
on its surfaces, from a poorly prepared planchet, at the least it must be designated as a solid condition census coin. Toned a light 
chocolate brown infused with that gentle post original color glow, the surfaces are still lustrous. The most significant flaws on 
this coin are concentrated at the base of the obverse on or by the mail, with lesser minute imperfections dusted around the face, 
right field and right legend. These are far less present on the reverse, with just a minor flaw left of the branch hand, and a small 
scattering of micro flaws elsewhere. Original red can be seen at various point around VERMON, with hints on the reverse by 
Britannia’s waist and staff hand. Late obverse die state (as described by Carlotto), and a tiny clip is at the base of the obverse. 
There are no surface marks to mar this coins beauty. You are undoubtedly aware that the reverse of Ryder 13 is always far weaker 
than it’s obverse, the product of the late use of a worn die previously employed at Machins Mills in the production of Imitation 
British Halfpence. That is certainly the case here, though in large part due to this coins technical grade, more of the legends and 
central detail is seen than is typical. A number of superb R.13’s share flaws similar to those found here, including the lovely AU 
Norweb coin, and the EF Oechsner coin. This variety is not overly rare in the EF to AU range. When considering some of the 
other finest known examples of Ryder 13, one must look towards The AU Taylor coin, and the coin from the Dr. Gordon Smith 
Collection. That was sold by B&M as lot #778 in their 9/86 Sale, called “AU50O if not AUSS” where it further said “exceeded 
only by the Partrick Collection coin, ex Phil Benedetti; tied by an example, earlier in the Craig Collection, in the Bowers 
Collection.” The Bowers Collection has since been dispersed, but we are not aware of the route taken in that coins subsequent 


journey. 
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280. 1787 VERMONT R. 13 (R-1) VF25 115.8 gns. The 
BRITANNIA Type. Chocolate brown and smooth where 
unflawed, but unevenly struck on a dramatically defective 
planchet. Flaws are the least of it, though there are a couple on 
the obverse mail, and by Britannia’s upper body on the reverse. 
There is a large crack in the planchet that penetrates to the center 
and beyond, after entering through a delta void at 8:00 obverse. 
When viewed from the reverse, it starts at 11:00 and snakes thinly 
down virtually to the base of Britannia’s staff. Center right 
obverse details are strong, but the strike did not take along the 
left rim, from 7:00 to 10:00, and that legend now begins with the 
letters MON. Where the strike is lacking original planchet 
surfaces are apparent. It is much the same on the reverse, 
although one might not notice the loss of the left legend since 
one so seldom sees trace of it anyway. Here the roughest area of 
the coin is the upper left quadrant. Someone once told me that 
“All Ryder 13’s have stronger reverses than usually seen”, (you 
know who you are Buell), which would make them the 
numismatic equivalent of Lake Woebegone,” where all the 
children are above average”. Now I chuckle every time I’m 
tempted to make that comment, but it really is true this time! 
NIA of the right legend is actually fairly strong, and a vestige of 
a date can be fantasized. Ex E.A.N. 7/84 Sale Lot #363 Ticket 
enclosed 





281. 1787 VERMONT R. 14 (R-3) VF20 110.5 gns. Mixed 
chocolate and golden brown toning. Well centered with clear 
full legends and date. Free of contact marks, but both sides with 


extensive areas of fine porosity. 


mn 
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282. 1787 VERMONT R. 15 (R-6) G4 100.5 gns. The 
Mailed Bust Left Type. This is one of the classic rarities in the 
Vermont Copper series, the only Mailed Bust Left type dated 
after 1786. The toning is very dark golden brown, slightly lighter 
at some high points. Detail in areas, the reverse in particular, 
might indicate a VG grade, however both sides have heavy 
porosity and the obverse is quite rough from corrosive pitting 
that significantly softens the features and obscures portions of 
the legend. Nonetheless the Mailed Bust Left design is 
immediately and unmistakably recognizable, which always 
means one of three things, but almost never means the third. 
Ryder 10, Ryder 11, and Ryder 15 made use of a common hub 
for stamping the obverse Bust, while R.15 and R.11 are struck 
from the same obverse die. It just takes a moment to identify the 
key diagnostic of a Ryder 15, and it isn’t really the date. It’s the 
die cud that always obscures most of it, leaving essentially only 
the upper part of the last two digits visible. That is enough to 
establish that the last digit is a 7, (or more accurately a 7 struck 
over a 6) and that is the magic one always looks for. It’s here, 
and it too is unmistakable. A rim bruise at 6:15 only affects a 
small lower left portion of the cud. Overall, corrosion on this 
side is less encompassing, so more of the details are distinct, 
and full legends are legible. A detailed listing of all the then 
known examples of Ryder 15 was included as a foot note to the 
Frontenac specimen, lot #95 auctioned by B&M in November 
of 1991. At that time there were 17 known. An 18th specimen 
appeared in our 1995 John Griffee C4 Sale as lot #403, which 
subsequently has been re-auctioned, and we refer you to our 1995 
Sale for further interesting observations on this variety. We know 
of one other likely new Ryder 15 discovery that surfaced at a 
coin show about three years ago, an acceptable (though not 
exactly pleasing) VG/Fine. It quickly found a home through 
private treaty at a price in excess of $15,000. It appears this coin 
too may have escaped the count (it is not the 5/89 Stack’s Sale 
coin), so an estimate of 20 surviving coins seems right 
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detail (for a Ryder 16) but rough centers from retained original 
surfaces. That area includes much of the obverse head, and a 
large area of the reverse starting at the upper shield and reaching 
to Liberty’s staff arm elbow. Though a common phenomena with 
R.16’s, the area here effected is larger than that found on most 
specimens. Light somewhat steely brown, and smooth with 
ample gloss. A few tiny scratches on the obverse face and two 
reverse rim tics at 8:30 and 11:00, otherwise problem free. 





284. 


1788 VERMONT R. 17 (High R-4) F15 104.6 gns. 
Not a high grade example, but truly choice. Warm light brown 
toning on a planchet as smooth and glossy as the grade allows. 


A few honestly trivial hairline scratches on the obverse bust and 
a short scratch through the N of VERMON, do nothing to dim 
this coins appeal. Ryder 17’s are extremely hard to find nice or 
in upper grades. Carlotto specifically notes that R.17’s “rarely 
come on planchets with nice color or surface” Given that we are 
sure many collectors would be willing to sacrifice a few points 
of technical grade to attain this coins eye appeal. 
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285. 1788 VERMONT R. 18 (R-5) VF20 106.3 gns. The 
ET LIB INDE Type. One of only two Vermont varieties with 
that reverse lay out, and essentially the only collectable one since 
Ryder 35 is prohibitively rare. The envelope this comes with 
states O/S (for overstruck) and we don’t doubt it since many if 
not most examples were struck on other host coin, such as 
Imitation Irish Halfpence and Nova Constellatios. Let’s just say 
that the undertype here is subtle, since we find no obvious signs 
of it. The envelope also notes “slightly bent”, a true statement 
as a minor warp in the planchet allows you to “rock” it slightly 
when placed on a flat surface. However it can only be visually 
perceived by viewing this coin from the edge. This coin is a 
deep olive in toning, and both quite granular and highly reflective 
in appearance. We would wager that much of the surface 
roughness was present at striking, as the detail is uniformly crisp 
(given the die state and grade of this coin). The diagnostic vertical 
dissecting die break is of course present with resulting weakness 
at the right of the obverse. All legends are full and they are 
sharp with the exception of A of AUCTORI, while the date is 
clear. This coin is free of any surface or edge marks, tics, 
scratches, and the like. It is at least comparable to the examples 
found in most major Vermont collections, and it has greater 
central detail, specifically on the reverse, than many assigned 
the same grade. Another very difficult variety to find pleasing 
or in upper grades. Prior to last year we never offered examples 
of Ryder 18 for sale through C4 auctions, and last years Sale 
only contained two Fines. Two of the finest known examples are 
the EF coins auctioned by B&M in the Cole and Norweb 
Collections. It is instructive to find a variety lacking from the 
landmark Garrett Collection, as was R.18. Frequently it meant 
that a suitably impressive coin could not be located for inclusion, 
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286. 1788 VERMONT R. 19 (R-5) VG8 111.1 gns. Mostly 
a pleasing light chocolate brown with darker toning around some 
legends and parts of some devices. Nicely reflective with that 
well worn look that makes this coin appear smoother than it 
actually is, as the reverse does have scattered porosity, and there 
are a few minor toned pin scratches in the obverse fields. Full 
legends and date, though the left legends are tight against the 
edge of the planchet. Nota high light of this Sale, just a highly 
collectible example of a very tough variety. 


287. 1788 VERMONT R. 20 (R-3) VF25 117.7 gns. Glossy 
dark chocolate brown, lighter at points. The surfaces are smooth 
and quite pleasing where unmarked. The strike is even and 
relatively well centered, with full sharp legends and date. Early 
reverse die state. The marks for the most part are small digs that 
are fairly well dispersed around the obverse with the greatest 
concentration being 4 or 5 by the nose and mouth. On the obverse 
they total 12 to 15, many quite tiny. The reverse has but a few, 
each tiny and rather inconsequential. A fine old pin scratch also 
runs from the rim at 7:30 towards the center. The shallow dies 
used for Ryder 20 seemingly have given graders fits over the 
years. There is little or no consistency in the standards used in 
evaluating one coin over the next, and frequently not when the 
Same coin is compared with itself. This coin was called Fine 15 
in the NASCA 4/81 Kessler-Spangenberger Sale, and later 
(accurately) “Very Fine or better given the low relief of the 
original dies” when it sold in B&M’s Dodson & Collier Sale. It 
gets trickier when you compare several specimens in different 
auctions. Compare for example these 3 coins, all graded VF30 
and offered in major auctions of Vermont coinage: Garrett #567 
(B&R 11/79), Taylor 2077 (B&M 3/87), and that from the Four 
Landmark Collections #5086 (B&M 3/89). They seem to clearly 
rank in that order despite identical grades assigned. In fact this 
coin displays detail in places equal to or finer than two of those 


just mentioned. The finest known Ryder 20 may well be the AU 
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Steinberg coin, auctioned by Stack’s as lot #159 of their 10/17/ 
89 Sale. M&G auctioned two EF coins, each a CC contender, in 
our 1998 C4 Sale, lots #362 and #363, and we refer you there 
for a further discussion of the census for this variety. EX NASCA 
4/81 Kessler-Spangenberger Sale Lot #2376 & Ex B&M 6/84 
Dodson & Collier Sale Lot 3118 Tickets not included 
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288. 1788 VERMONT R. 20 (R-3) F18 115.8 gns. Smooth 
and attractive chocolate brown surfaces. Full clear legends with 
only about 10% of the date off the planchet. The most dramatic 
feature of this coin is the planchet, which has a major crack from 
| 2:00 obverse to the center of the coin and appears on the reverse 
as well though there it does not extend as deeply. Only minor 
marks on both sides, the most notable being a central dig on the 
reverse. Small void flaw after LIB. 








289. 1788 VERMONT R. 21 (R-5) VF20 97.7 gns. This is 
the Frederick Taylor coin, where it was graded VF30/F15. Deep 
olive toning, lighter at the high points. Some very faint old 
hairlines on the obverse center, with perhaps a few more scattered 
on the reverse, all are insignificant and were not mentioned in 
the Taylor description. Like the Ryder 18 we offered earlier, 
this is a glossy coin with intrinsically granular surfaces, though 
here the granularity is much less evident. In fact the Taylor 
description described the surfaces of this coin as “smooth”, which 
is not an unfair description as the granularity is very even while 
the gloss is pervasive. Though the obverse has a bolder strike 
(as is always the case), all of the legends and the date are at 
minimum clear and frequently strong. It is struck from the early 
state of the reverse die, without the arcing break between the 
date and Liberty's branch hand. Though falling short of the 
Condition Census, this is certainly among the finer examples of 
Ryder 2] extant, and few improve on it by much. Ryder 21 is 
another Vermont variety where grading has seemingly been 
hesitant, and we urge you to view the plates and fully read the 
descriptions without being overly influenced by assigned grades 
as you make your own comparisons between prior coins 
auctioned. Among the finest examples we could locate plated 
are (not organized in any census ranking order): B$M 3/91 
Matlock Lot #1071, B&M 9/86 (Ex-Dr. Smith) Sale Lot #786, 
B&M 11/91 Frontenac Sale (Ex-Stickney) Lot #103 - later in 
Stack’s 5/2000 Sale in C. Bayak’s collection as Lot #153 
(followed by a second About Fine example), and B&M’s 10/87 
Norweb | Sale Lot #1287. Plus the strong but counter stamped 
Garrett coin - B&R 11/79 Lot #567. An AU example is reported 
ina private collection. This is, by the way, the first Ryder 21 we 
have offered in a C4 Sale. Ryder 21 was also lacking in Cole, 
Oechsner, B&M’s 4 Landmark Collection Sale, Roper, Picker, 
and Stack’s 3/95 Sale, to note some notable omissions. Stack’s 
10/89 Steinberg Sale only had a Fine, as did the Kessler- 
Spangenberger Sale. EX B&M 3/87 Fredrick B. Taylor Sale Lot 
#2078 Ticket not included 
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290. 1788 VERMONT R. 22 (Low R-5) VF20 128.1 gns. 
Even with imperfections, this coin is among the finest know of 
this variety, though information needed to form a true census for 
Ryder 22 has yet to be gathered. It is toned a mid golden olive, 
shifting towards a lighter golden brown at some high points. 
The surfaces are smooth and glossy and this coin has great appeal, 
especially for a Ryder 22 which is maddeningly difficult to find 
nice in almost any grade. One of the imperfections is completely 
natural in origin, a significant flaw located on the Mail directly 
below the neck. The flaw is ideally located, as it almost perfectly 
follows the lines of the design and thus visually merges with it. 
The other imperfections are more minor in nature but entirely 
man made in origin. They are a few extremely fine toned pin 
scratches on the obverse head which quickly get lost in the gloss. 
In all other regards this coin is problem free. The legends are 
full and strong as is the top half of the date which is all that 
remains on the flan. Late state of the reverse but not the obverse 
die. Last year we offered the ex Pine Tree EAC 75 coin in our 
C4 auction, a polished VF with a crimp in the planchet. 
Undoubtedly that coin was highly regarded when first offered; 
until the last 8 or 9 years Ryder 22 was considered to be much 
rarer than it 1s currently thought to be. One of life’s many small 
mysteries is, where were all the Ryder 22’s when Taylor, Roper 
, Cole, Garrett, Oechsner, Steinberg, and Kessler among others 
were forming their collections? The auctions that featured their 
collections all lacked Ryder 22’s. It was also lacking from B&M’s 
11/91 Frontenac Sale, while Stack’s 10/84 Picker Sale only had 
an example graded Good, Stack’s 5/89 Foreman Sale settled for 
a VG, and B&M’s 3/89 Four Landmarks Sale (ex Ron Guth) lot 
#5087. was a F12/VG8 Among the few higher grade pieces to 
be auctioned was the Norweb coin, lot #1288 graded VF20-30 
(another example of the hedging that frequently accompanies 
grading of VT Coppers) which may or may not be nicer than 
this coin (OK probably it is) and which was there called Condition 
Census. The VF30 example offered later in this Sale is another 
leading example. Stack’s 3/94 Sale had a VF with some surface 
problems as lot #396. B&M’s 3/91 Matlock coin, lot #1072, 
was porous and rough and was previously the Dr. Smith coin 
from B&M’s 9/86 coin. This cataloger has seen other VF coins 
on bourse floors, but invariably each had a significant problem 
to mar its appeal. It is safe to say then that this is an exceptionally 
nice example. 


291. 1788 VERMONT R. 23 (R-4) VF25 120.6 gns. An 
overall pleasing example in an above average but sub CC grade. 
A warm chocolate brown, generally smooth and highly reflective. 
Fields look somewhat grainy and the high points lightly polished. 
Legends and date full and bold. Minor striations near ET on 
reverse. Late reverse die state with a die crack rising from the 
staff behind Liberty’s head to the rim. Few if any surface marks. 
Solid candidates for a condition census of Ryder 23°s would have 
to include the Garrett near Unc. with some mint red, as well as 
the Taylor and Norweb coins. Tony Carlotto plated an 
Uncirculated example on page 144 of The Copper Coins of 
Vermont. Other high end pieces include lot #463 from our 1996 
C4 Sale, and the Cole, Oechsner, and Frontenac coins 
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292. 1788 VERMONT R. 24 (R-3) VF30 117.0 gns. Light 
chocolate brown surfaces, brighter than most in tone, are a major 
asset for this coin. Detail is another. Though the dies were shallow 
to begin with, here it is still possible to see inner details on the 
obverse wreath, facial and hair details on Seated Liberty, and a 
complete inner border to the shield, among other finer points. 
Each side though also displays a thin coating of light porosity. 
Additional roughness at the center of the obverse is a product of 
the original striking. One obverse scratch below the obverse 
shoulder, and a tiny rim tic at 9:00 but no other problems. Typical 
large obverse die crack across chest, in a somewhat later state 
with a small die break connecting the upper wreath leaf to the 
rim. Ryder 24 can be considered somewhat of a sleeper variety, 
at least in upper grades. Given this coins appealing color and 
strength, it is not easily improved on. Some other coins of a 
comparable technical grade include lot #464 from our 1996 C4 
Sale, and Cole lot #1177. B&M’s Frontenac coin, which later 
reappeared in Stack’s 3/94 Sale was a shade stronger. Taylor lot 
#2080, though graded VF30 was considerably sharper and under 
graded in the opinion of this cataloger, certainly so by current 
standards. At or near the top of the census would be Norweb lot 
#1290, an AUSS which however had a deep natural flaw. 
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293. 1788 VERMONT R. 25 (High R-2) VF30 104.2 gns. 
Lovely light chocolate toning on hard glossy surfaces. While 
this is not a condition census coin it is among the most attractive 
of this variety that you are likely to encounter. Well centered 
and nicely struck which allows the double struck INDE legend 
to easily be seen (Carlotto notes “This is only evident on high 
grade specimens”). It also provides an excellent view of the 
topless T of ET LIB. Late obverse die state, with the break 
extending past the Bust’s chest to the right. This coin is quasi 
problem free, because it’s problems can only quasi be seen. The 
reverse has a few hairline scratches, all quite shallow. Without a 
glass they are extremely difficult to notice, both because of their 
minor nature, and the dramatic flash this coin possesses. 
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294. 1788 VERMONT R. 25 (High R-2) EF40 141.9 gns. 
This is the plate coin to John Richardson’s study “The Copper 
Coins of Vermont” first published by the A.N.A. in Volume LX, 
Number 5 of The Numismatist, later made available as a pamphlet 
reprint. It was a good choice for that purpose, as the detail is 
about as crisp as it gets for a product of shallow and worn dies. 
That, literally and figuratively, was the primary strength this coin 
offered, though now its status as a significant plate coin may 
supersede it for current collectors. Dark golden brown, lighter 
golden tones at most high points. Both sides are highly reflective, 
appearing smooth though actually faintly granular with some 
scattered porosity as well on the obverse. Unfortunately it also 
has several deep pin scratches running down the obverse face 
and head, and a couple more on the reverse from Liberty’s neck 
to the center of the shield. Those are this coins only problems, 
but they are of course distracting. The number 25, which can 
clearly be seen on the Richardson Plate, is at the base of the 
obverse below the mail, and 3B is to the right of the bust’s chin. 
The illustrious history of this coin is detailed on the back of the 
envelope that goes with it, dating it back to the Canfield 
Collection while at the New Jersey Historical Society. Recent 
auction appearances are noted below. Some detail on the reverse 
of this coin show more clearly here than on the high condition 
census AU Cole coin. Another sharp example is the Garrett coin, 
there called EF40 but “ probably in an even higher grade from 
the standpoint of wear.” Richardson’s work was a valuable 
expansion on the ground breaking work of Hilyer Ryder who 
initially established the attribution system used here. Sometimes 
one finds this and other Vermont Coppers attributed with a RR 
abbreviation, such as RR.25, which combines the initials of both 
men. The other primary attribution system for Vermont Coppers 
is based on the work of Ken Bresset, who designates each obverse 
die with a number, and each reverse die with a letter, and 
combines them with a hyphen to identify each of the die pairings 
of known Vermont Coppers. The systems are cross referenced 
in Tony Carlotto’s book, and in Ken Bressett’s own excellent 
study published as part of Studies on Money in Early America 
by the ANS in 1976. Ex Mid America 5/84 Sale Lot 47 Ticket 
not included, ex EAN 7/84 Mail Bid Sale Lot 47 Ticket included. 
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295. 1788 VERMONT R. 26 (High R-6) F12 117.2 gns. 
Another true rarity in the Vermont series which usually is only 
found in major collections. Mixed chocolate and light olive 
toning on a reflective and reasonably smooth planchet. Both 
sides have some thin microscopic porosity which nowhere is 
concentrated, and overall this coin is pleasing in appearance. 
There is a light reverse scratch from Liberty’s branch hand to 
her forehead, which is not to be mistaken for the die break that 
crosses the top of the coin under her chin. This coin displays a 
nicely balanced strike, with stronger reverse detail relative to 
grade than typically seen. Reverse detail in fact appears stronger 
than that found on either of the plate coins in Carlotto’s Vermont 
reference book. In many ways this coin is comparable to the 
example offered in last years C4 Sale. Like that coin the date 
here is essentially off of the planchet. Like that coin too, this 
falls below the level of the condition census. At the time of his 
1976 Study, Bressett estimated the census range for Ryder 26 as 
VF30 to FI5 with 10 to 12 specimens known, and that 
information is now outdated. Two of the finest, if not the finest, 
examples were remarkably sold back to back in B&M’s 1/86 
Cole Sale in lots #1182 and #1183, each EF45 or better. 
Nonetheless, nice examples are extremely hard to come by. 
B&M’s 11/91 Frontenac coin for example, cited by Carlotto in 
his book, was a solid VF but with serious reverse porosity, and 
the Taylor coin was slightly weaker than this. This variety has 
been lacking from auctions in recent years. The Bayak Collection 
sold by Stack’s in May 2000 did not include a Ryder 26, nor did 
Stack’s March 1994 Sale. A fairly recent offering was in Spink’s 
June 1997 Sale where a strong VF was sold. Unfortunately the 
obverse of that coin had a large number of fine scratches running 
through the Bust, a fact that this cataloger felt was minimized in 
the description that accompanied that coin. As this catalog goes 
to press we are aware that a major Vermont offering will also be 
auctioned by Bowers and Merena later in November. While we 
have not had the opportunity to preview the contents of that Sale, 
likely this variety will be offered there as well. Current collectors 
of Vermont coppers then, in a one year period, will have had 
several chances to add this genuinely rare variety to their 
collections, an abundance of opportunity not likely to be repeated 


soon. 
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296. 1788 VERMONT R. 27 (R-1) EF45 115.4 gns. This 
is the Taylor coin, and as should be expected, it is an unusually 
nice example of this variety. Light chocolate brown and glossy. 
All details are uniformly crisp, legends and date are full. Surfaces 
are well above average for this variety though short of choice, 
and the limitations stem directly from the problematic planchet 
stock used for virtually all of this issue. There is slight intrinsic 
graininess to the planchet, and a few scattered micro striae in the 
fields, all in all though a minor presence. A plague that befalls 
most Ryder 27’s fortunately is almost non existent here. Planchet 
surfaces as they approach the actual rim remain intact, without 
the flaking and chipping often seen at the edges. At the time of 
the Taylor Sale this was called a Condition Census coin, a claim 
we will not press here due to the uncertain status of the current 
census. Ryder 27 is acommon variety, and EF examples are not 
prohibitively scarce, but the planchet quality most often leaves 
much to be desired. The Norweb coin, in an auction that followed 
Taylor by a half year, was an equivalent EF graced with even 
smoother surfaces, but true quality specimens are very hard to 
locate. The EF that was lot #118 from M&G’s 1/95 Sale of the 
Lou Smith Collection was another premium coin. 





297. 1788 VERMONT R. 28 (High R-5) VG8 108.2 gns. 
Nota high grade piece, but an attractive example of a very scarce 
variety. Light brown, smooth and glossy for the grade, and by 
any real standard problem free. Dramatic diagnostic obverse die 
breaks present. This example, according to the O/S written on 
the envelope it comes with, is over struck as are most. The 
undertype however is a mystery to us as we can’t decide where 
imagination ends and actual features from a host coin might 
begin. The consignor focused his attention though above the 
obverse head for faint signs of legend letters there. Bressetts 
1976 census for this variety had a range of AUSO to VF20 so this 
coin obviously is not included. Still it is very difficult to attain 
in upper grades, or really in any grade at all. The 11/91 Frontenac 
coin, lot #111, ex-Boyd graded VF30 porous and scratched, was 
there called “High Condition Census sharpness” with the 
comment “in terms of sharpness this may wall be the finest 
auctioned in living memory.” Only one previous Ryder 28 was 
offered through a C4 Sale, an AG specimen in our 1995 Griffee 
Sale (Ist C4 Sale). It was lacking from Garrett, Roper, Picker, 
Oechsner, Foreman, Steinberg, Matlock, Stack’s 3/94, Stack’s 
3/2000, and Cole. The Norweb F12/VG with minor problems 
appears no stronger than this Taylor though did had an attractive 
VF25. The preceding was not a systematic census and it did not 
include many significant and insignificant Sales in which Ryder 
28’s may have appeared. Neither does it include the holdings of 
important private collectors and museums. Nonetheless it was a 
wide survey of many of the finest Vermont collections to be sold 
through auction, and the conclusion is clear. The current coin 
will be very difficult to improve on. 


The Seventh Annual C-4 Convention Sale, November 10, 2001 


298. 1788 VERMONT R. 29 (R-5) G4 113.7 gns. A piece that has fallen 
in rarity since the days when our consignor acquired it, but still quite scarce. It 
is a variety with a distinctive look due to the obverse die break which is 
sometimes called “the ski jump”. A nice mix of light and dark chocolate browns 
on each side, with a somewhat smooth look solely due to the well worn gloss 
effect a heavily circulated coin tends to develop. In truth both sides have quite 
significant porosity. Obverse legends virtually full, the reverse mostly so but 
failing in places. Date is relatively full and legible. A few minor marks are not 
relevant at this grade level. The number of Vermont die varieties with dramatic 
die breaks for such a small series does not inspire confidence in either the 
quality of work, or quality control of work, engaged in by the Machins Mills 
min. The operative philosophy seemed to be, if you have a die, use it. 


299, 1788 VERMONT R. 30 (R-6) G4 108.3 gns. The Backwards C Type. Perhaps the most renowned of all Vermont Type 
coins, featuring one of the crudest dies ever associated with a legitimate State coinage issue. This coin is less unattractive than some, 
actually acceptably nice for this grade for this coin. The key is C, and that’s not whistling Dixie. Ryder 30 comes on small planchets 
with the unfortunate consequence that the legends and date tend not to fit fully on the planchet. In the case of the AUCTORI obverse 
legend that fact takes on added significance, since most specimens to varying degrees have that legend falling off of the planchet, 
putting the hallmark backwards C very much at risk. Most surviving examples of Ryder 30, to varying degrees, have less than 
complete C’s as a result, and some have essentially no C at all. This coin is a case where the glass is definitely half full since the 
bottom half of the backwards C does remain on the planchet. Here the bottom half of the A is seen, then just a trace of the U where the 
rim is irregular resembling a clip. Fortunately the rim returns to round in time for the bottom half of the C to appear on it, with 
subsequent letters in the legend 1/2 to 2/3rds full. Traces of VERMON can be made out in the left legend, weakness there the 
combined result of strike, wear, and porosity. The obverse Bust basically does not exist, nor essentially did it ever. Only the base is 
ever struck with any clarity on a Ryder 30. In viewing the highest grade pieces known, one might reasonably deduce that a head was 
once there based on portions of the surviving outline, here though it is more a matter of faith. The coin is predominantly dark brown 
in the fields with areas of deep jade patination in recesses. That may be another way of saying verdigris but it is used to convey the 
ancient inactive veneer that now is simply part of the coin’s surface and toning. Most raised portions are a chocolate brown. A 
lamination flaw strips a layer of the surface near the rim at 11:00 obverse. Areas on both sides are rather porous, but again shine heals 
old wounds, and the well worn nature of this coin has mellowed it with age, more so on the obverse where It is a bit more reflective. 
Some old hairline scratches on both sides are a non issue given the general condition of this coin. Portions of Liberty and her shield 
can be made out on the reverse. The reverse is off center to the left which helped ET LIB remain sharp and full, and supports this coin 
being graded as a solid Good though the traditionally weaker left side can make one question that designation. Dateless. This coin 
has an illustrious history without ever having gone to auction. It passed from Richard August to Anthony Terrannova to David Bowers 
into B&M’s Rare Coin Review issue #49 where it was presented as a Good with the concession “the very poor striking of this variety, 
characteristic, makes grading nearly impossible”. Some high grade examples do exist of Ryder 30, though even they seem weak by 
normal standards The Norweb coin, for example, looks almost normal. A detailed listing of the 20 Known specimens circa November 
1991, compiled by Roy Bonjour with additions by Dave Bowers, was published in B&M’s Frontenac Sale with the description for lot 
#116. This coin was #6 on that list (not in ranking order) there graded AG. Since then perhaps another 5 or 6 examples have been 


discovered. We suggest you read much more about this fascinating variety in Tony Carlotto’s “The Copper Coins of Vermont”. While 


you are at it, read about all of the other varieties there as well. 
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300. 1788 VERMONT R. 31 (Low-R-5) VF25 99.9 gns. 
The GEORGIVS III REX Type. One of several mules produced 
by the Machins Mills mint combining dies specifically intended 
for Vermont coinage with whatever seemed handy at the time, 
in this case the obverse for an Imitation British Halfpenny, which 
explains the Royalist legend found here. The Vermont die used 
is Bressett’s U die, one that saw extensive use in 5 Vermont 
combinations. In this pairing, it suffered massive failure in its 
later strikings. We grade R.31 on an obverse basis, as with 
Ryder 13’s, but the reverse here is from a relatively early die 
state showing more detail than typical. Toning on both sides is a 
lovely two tone mahogany and tan. Surfaces are semi-glossy, 
smooth and just lightly textured. The obverse is problem free 
and well centered within a ring of dentils. However there is a 
natural depression flaw at the center forming a diagonal trough, 
running below the cheek of the Bust to directly above the ribbon 
knot. Unfortunately a dozen small digs are randomly scattered 
across the reverse. While the reverse is less distinct, basically it 
is all there. Liberty is fully visible above the waist, partially 
below, and the shield is almost full. Legends are complete but 
the date is struck low with perhaps a third off of the planchet, 
and fine scratches partially obscure the last digit. This coin is 
close in detail to that offered in last years C4 Sale as lot #89, part 
of the Ringo Machin’s Mills collection, where it was cataloged 
as Vlack 22-88VT, the alternate designation for this die pairing. 
This coin is also not far below the CC level. The obverse is quite 
similar to the Taylor coin which is flawed in the same central 
area. That coin lacked the reverse digs but was from a later die 
state with far less remaining detail. Readers seeking a problem 
free example of the early reverse die state should review the 
VF30 Norweb lot #1300, there called Low Condition Census. 
Ex Stack’s 9/93 Lot 1141 Ticket not included. 
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301. 1788 VERMONT R. 36 (High R-5) G6 116.1 gns. 
Chocolate brown and porous, each side very rough, with porosity 
most concentrated on the reverse where much detail is lost as a 
result. The obverse is clearer, with the legends complete and 
fully legible. Reverse legends can be made out with effort as 
can the date, with perhaps less effort, and Liberty’s upper torso 
is fairly clear. As recently as the Norweb Sale in October 1987 
this variety was considered to be Low Rarity 7, and it is still 
very scarce with Carlotto estimating up to 40 examples extant. 
This variety was unknown both to Ryder and Richardson, and 
was discovered by Ken Bressett who announced it in the February 
1955 issue of The Numismatist (as an aside it is interesting to 
note that Richard Picker was already selling Taylor a specimen 
of Ryder 36 in April of 1955. The man was quick.) Many of the 
great collections, such as Garrett, Cole, Frontenac, Roper, 
Foreman, Oechsner, and Ron Guth’s coins sold in B&M’s Four 
Landmark Collection Sale, completely lacked R.36. This leads 
one to conclude that many of the coins currently accounted for 
were discovered in recent years by steely eyed bourse pluckers 
(a tenacious species native to New England and the Mid Atlantic 
States, but now widely dispersed across the continental United 
States and beyond). Most recently a somewhat porous VF in 
Carl Bayak’s collection sold in Stack’s 5/2000 Sale as lot #165. 
Ryder 36 has not previously been offered through a C4 Sale. Ex 
4/81 Ted Craig Collection Lot #2379 Ticket not included. 
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302. 1788 VERMONT R. 39 (R-5) VG8 113.7 gns. A 
Connecticut/ Vermont muling. This is the Taylor coin, except it 
is from the Taylor Collection of Connecticut Coppers where it 
was included as a Miller |-I, since the obverse die is from that 
series as is reflected in it’s legend: AUCTORI CONNEC. This 
is an attractive coin, far nicer than the Taylor plate makes it 
appear. Ample gloss on smooth predominantly light chocolate 
brown surfaces, deepening to dark brown at the obverse 
peripheries. Reverse is more uniform light chocolate in toning. 
The planchet itself is crudely cut and out of round, as are others 
of this variety including the two plated in Carlotto’s book. The 
attribution “1 I” is painted in the obverse left field. Both dies 
are badly sunken by the time they were used in this pairing for 
this coin, and central detail is badly effected. Of the two, the 
reverse die is most severely sunken with very little detail 
remaining other than weak legends where they remain on the 
planchet, and the head and one hand of Liberty. CONNEC on 
the obverse is bold, suggestive of a higher grade. This variety 
has always been sought by collectors of three Colonial Series, 
Connecticut, Vermont, and Machins Mills. Though it has no 
immediate connection to the Imitation British Halfpence of the 
latter mint (and thus is not assigned a Vlack number), it definitely 
is a product of the Machins Mills mint. That triple play has 
always kept this variety more elusive than it’s actual numbers 
may suggest, as the available supply is avidly absorbed. When 
Bressett published his work in 1976 he estimated perhaps a dozen 
known specimens with a census range of VF25 to VG10, Carlotto 
now estimates 50 to be known (several collectors have several 
examples). Though Bressett designates this variety as B.25-U, 


Carlotto’s book assigns B.24-U to it, which can be the source of 


some confusion. Very Fine is still thought to be solid Condition 
Census for the variety, which most often is found in Connecticut 
Coppers collections. Ex B&M 3/87 Fredrick B. Taylor Sale Lot 
#2683 Ticket not included 





303. “1786” VERMONT ENGRAVED FANTASY 
PIECE EF41 Cubed 86.2 gns. How do you grade a fantasy 
coin? With a fantasy grade. This is simply an amazing piece of 
work. Undoubtedly these would be collected as avidly as Hobo 
nickels if there were any sort of supply to fuel a demand. 
Workmanship here is both intricate and excellent with detail 
rarely encountered on legitimate Vermont varieties other than 
Ryder 27’s and the Ryder 13 obverse. Were this a legitimate 
variety it might be called the Neanderthal Head in recognition 
of its sloping forehead. Of course there are no conventional 
Mailed Bust Right 1786 Vermont varieties, unless you consider 
a Baby Head conventional. The legend layout here reads 
VERMON AUCTORI on the obverse, and LIB ET INDE on the 
reverse, each without ornaments. The reworked surfaces appear 
smooth and glossy, toned a pleasing warm brown, and they are 
without problems, unless you consider the massive manual 
displacement of metal to be a problem. People can and 
undoubtedly will have fun trying to determine the exact host 
coin that here has been altered. Likely this is a known piece that 
has been written up previously, but the cataloger finds himself 
separated from his Colonial Newsletter archives which leaves 
him exposed as much less knowledgeable than might otherwise 
be the case. Our 1997 C4 Sale had a Vermont fantasy obverse 
coin as lot #418. That coin was in the primary Picker sale, Stack’s 
10/84 lot 269, and was one of two Vermont fantasy pieces there 
offered, the other being lot #257, but this ain’t them. Engraved 
Colonial fantasy pieces, such as the “Smith of Ann Street” re 
engraved New Jersey coppers make for a narrow but totally 
enjoyable diversion from the main stream of colonial collecting 
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304. 1787 NEW JERSEY M.56-n (R-1) - VERMONT 
UNDERTYPE - EF40 110.6 gns. Ryder 16 undertype below a 
“Camel Head” Type New Jersey Copper. First the over type. 
The M.56-n shows bold central detail, hence the grade given it. 
The horse head is especially sharp, but this coin is damaged, 
with sub par surfaces, and would certainly be valued below its 
technical grade. First, there are deep depressions at the center 
of the reverse shield, two overlapping circular indentations, one 
with what resembles a “stem”. They cause a bulge to show 
through on the horse’s neck. The planchet is an even chocolate 
brown and somewhat reflective but quite grainy, mostly from 
patches of microscopic porosity, elsewhere from generic porosity 
with the reverse the rougher side. Undertype details are strong 
(more on that soon) so some parts of the NJ strike lose definition 
and/or revert back to the host coin. Most of the plow is also 
bold, and NOVA is sharp and full. Reverse shield is sharp, left 
reverse NJ legend fairly clear, right legend not. The Vermont 
undertype is strongest in its legends, with just traces of the devices 
present. AUCTORI is virtually complete and clear below the 
NJ plow, the CAESAREA portion of the NJ Copper is in dispute 
between the host and parasite (acknowledgment to Michael 
Hodder for that marvelous term) strikings, with the ON of 
VERMON emerging clearly at the end. Reverse roughness 
makes the search for an undertype more difficult. The Ryder 16 
1788 date though is clearly present at 2:00 of the reverse rim 
when oriented using the NJ strike. Maris 56-n almost always 
comes overstruck on another coin and frequently significant 
remnants of the undertype remain, but in the vast majority of 
cases that undertype is a Connecticut Copper making a Vermont 
undertype something of a rarity. The ready availability of M.56- 
n as a variety has spawned a collecting specialty of collecting 
them by specific undertypes, down to the level of individual die 
varieties when they can be attributed as is the case here. A coin 
like this then appeals strongly to those collectors, further 
enhancing its value. 


D-9 A beautiful inlaid wood collector’s box, hand made by 


Bud Bibbins. This is a beautiful one-of-a-kind work of art. All 
proceeds from this lot go to C-4. 
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ADDITIONAL VERMONT COPPERS 





305. 1785 VERMONT R. 2 LANDSCAPE VERMONTS 
(R-2) F15 127.9 gns. Chocolate brown toning, raised points 
lighter, on a typical Vermont Landscape planchet. Which is to 
Say it is striated and rough at points. Well centered as these go, 
with neither the date or any portion of the obverse or reverse 
legend falling off of the planchet. On the obverse only the S of 
VERMONTS and RES is faint, and the rest of the strike including 
the landscape motif is nicely balanced with detail at least of this 
grade. Early die state with no break at the plow. Both sides are 
minimally granular with areas of increased porosity, particularly 
around the reverse periphery. Obverse with minor striations 
above plow, others over trees, and shallow flaw below PU. 
Reverse flawed after the QA of QUARTA, with a thin linear 
striation through some rays. STELLA and DECIMA full, 
QUARTA partial. 


305a. 1785 VERMONT R. 2 LANDSCAPE VERMONTS 
- COUNTERSTAMPED - (R-2) VG8 123.6 gns. Hard to grade 
due to the effect of the reverse counter stamp which distorts the 
planchet, bulging out the obverse. Light chocolate brown and 
fairly glossy, surfaces are smooth but with a number of tiny digs, 
mostly on the obverse. VERMON bold with the remainder of 
the legend present. RES clear, PUBLICA partial due to centering 
and strike, date partial and weak but legible. Motif details now 
erratic but easily recognizable. The reverse of this coin is 
dominated by the Counter stamp which resembles two L’s side 
by side, each with a serif emerging perpendicular to the upright. 
Though similar, they are not identical as the serifs are located at 
different points on the upright. Seemingly individually hand 
punched and deeply impressed, large enough to fill virtually all 
of the ray burst area, with the portion of that area which is 
unaffected still strong. Technically this coin might have been 
VF before being altered. Two thirds of reverse legends clear. 








D-10 3’? X 5’ BENNINGTON FLAG 
On August 17, 1777 American troops defeated British troops 
near Bennington, Vermont. While the British had taken the 
initiative and attacked, it was the unconventional pincer 
counterattack by the Americans that won this battle. Many believe 
that this was the first stars and stripes used by American land 
troops. The description of the American flag in 1776 was very 
loose and many interpretations, such as here, were made. All 
proceeds from this lot go to C-4. 
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306. 1785 VERMONT R. 4 LANDSCAPE VERMONTIS 
- COUNTERSTAMPED - (R-4) VF20 108.4 gns. An even 
more fascinating example of a counterstamped Landscape, as 
this is from a prepared, and it is not the sole appearance of this 
stamp on a state copper. This coin was last sold in Stack’s 3/94 
Sale where it was noted “Counterstamped in the center of the 
obverse in a dentilated oval logotype punch. *D.CP’, a smaller 
‘B’ in the punch’s field above”. It was the second coin offered in 
that sale with this counterstamp, the other being a 1785 CT M.4.4- 
D. This actually would be a fairly impressive Ryder 4 without 
the counterstamp, looking at the remaining details. Surfaces are 
a two tone golden brown, evenly granular and matte like, but 
smooth in respect to flaws. Virtually perfectly centered with a 
bold date and strong legends with the exception of TIS where it 
fades out, possibly as a result of the counterstamp. QUARTA 
and DECIMA and much of the reverse star burst are strong though 
the center has largely been flattened along with the area including 
STELLA. Counterstamps on non U.S. Mint Early American 
coins are quite uncommon, and they form another sub area of 
collecting Colonial coins with its own circle of enthusiasts. The 
current reference book on counterstamped U.S. coins was written 
by Gregory Brunk, with a major revision due out shortly. Ex 
Stack’s 3/94 Sale Lot #375 Lot Ticket not included 





307. 1786 VERMONT R.. 6 LANDSCAPE 
VERMONTENSIUM (R-2) FI5 105.1 gns. Appealing light 
brown toning. Remarkably free of flaws, but both sides 
moderately porous. Nicely centered, which is somewhat unusual. 
The date is fully on the planchet and the obverse legends are 
also full. The obverse features too are complete and clear. The 
reverse, as is often the case, is weaker, legends and design mostly 
full but often faint. 
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308. 1786 VERMONT R. 6 LANDSCAPE 
VERMONTENSIUM (R-2) VF35 119.1 gns. A lovely coin 
with light golden brown surfaces that are hard over most of the 
coin, and glossy throughout. Much bold detail with areas of 
localized weakness on each side, a very common occurrence 
with Vermont Landscapes. Of the obverse legend NSIUM RES 
PUBLIis sharp and the rest is clear with the exception of VERM 
which is faint at best. The date too is clear, while the namesake 
design elements, including the plow, are all crisp. This coin is 
free of porosity, so even where striae or striations are present the 
surface remains intrinsically smooth. On the obverse very minor 
striations are scattered near the rim between 2:00 and 6:00 with 
little effect, and a few scattered micro voids are present in the 
area of striking weakness between 7:00 and 9:00. Though the 
reverse is Weak in the area by DECIMA, virtually no design is 
lost and the rest of the reverse is strong, which actually makes 
this among the more balanced reverse strikes for Ryder 6 which 
is notorious for incomplete reverses. Detail on the eyebrow is 
exceptionally sharp. This is a superior example for variety or 
for type. Ex B&M 8/89 Sale Lot 1022 Ticket included 





309. LANDSCAPE 


1786 VERMONT R. 6 
VERMONTENSIUM (R-2) FI5 109.2 gns. Highly reflective 


dark chocolate surfaces that are also rough from sometimes 


pebbly porosity. Essentially complete legends, consistently 
strong on the obverse though the tops of a few letters on each 
side are lost due to centering. Small circular clip where the date 
might otherwise be. Reverse center quite weak with only the 
outer portion of the stars and rays visible. No surface marks 
worth noting. 
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310. 1786 VERMONT R. 7 LANDSCAPE 
VERMONTENSIUM (R-3) EF40 125.8 gns. Ideal honey 
brown toning on a smooth and glossy planchet. Most impressive 
though, this coin is flawless, with the added bonus that the 
obverse is quite well centered. The planchet quality here would 
be impressive for any New Jersey Copper and is always 
unexpected for a Vermont Landscape, though this is the variety 
that is most likely to come on a nicer planchet. Later obverse die 
state than either of the examples plated in Carlotto’s book, with 
the typically found die bulge advancing into the mountains, here 
the top half of the plow is also consumed. Obverse legends are 
uniformly strong as is the date,. Reverse centering adequate to 
keep all of the legends completely on the planchet, with the last 
few letters of DECIMA weakened as the legend there comes 
closest to the rim. That side of the reverse also shows some 
softness in the rays and stars. Perhaps a total of three very fine 
and inconsequential short pin scratches scattered on the reverse 
and otherwise this coin is problem free. Definitely a choice 
example worthy of a premium for its great eye appeal. 


Kb 1786 VERMONT R. 8 LANDSCAPE 
VERMONTENSIUM (Low R-4) F15 104.9 gns. Strong 
peripheral technical detail, but while the legends imply a VF 
grade the centers are much weaker, particularly on the reverse. 
Partially that’s the result of strike, partially the result of intense 
patches of fine porosity. Light chocolate brown, the surfaces 
dulled by porosity. This coin is flawless though and perfectly 
centered on both sides with full clear legends and a strong date. 
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312. 1786 VERMONT R. 9 (R-3) VF20 125.3 gns. “Baby 
Head” Type. Well above average for this peculiar type. Dark 
olive gray, smooth (where unflawed) and highly reflective. The 
legends on both sides not only are full, they are crisp. Though 
the obverse is perfectly centered, the reverse is struck low and to 
the left. Fortunately the date remained mostly on the flan, while 
half of the one is off, at least 3/4s of the other digits stayed, with 
the full date easily read. The Baby Head actually has a face, 
complete with an eye and a cheek bone, and at least two leaves 
of his wreath have inner detail. One small flaw above the eye, 
and three others near the base of the coin. The reverse has one 
deep and sizable flaw from the rim at 12:00 onto the top of 
Liberty’s head, and another small linear flaw in the area above 
the date. Other than being light headed, Liberty is in great shape. 
A nice addition to almost any Vermont or Colonial Type coin 
collection.Ex B&M 1/90 Lot #1261 Ticket not included 





ais. 1786 VERMONT R. 9 (R-3) VG8 119.0 gns. “Baby 
Head” Type. Medium brown, smooth, and quite glossy for the 
grade. The obverse at least, has good copper compared to most 
of those issued, with one small flaw in front of the nose and only 
a few trivial voids, none worth noting. The left legend is weak, 
only RI is full and clear. The right legend is all but gone. The 
reverse is struck stronger with INDE clear and sharp for the grade. 
Liberty too has solid detail. Off center to the right and low, the 
result is no right legend other than part of B, and only the top 
half of the date is present. There is a major flaw in the upper 
right field, a small one right of Liberty’s head, and scattered 
small voids near the center. 





314. 1786 VERMONT R. 9 (R-3) VG8 116.3 gns. “Baby 
Head” Type. Another example with smooth copper and an 
obverse struck weaker than the reverse. On this VERMON is 
clear and virtually full while the left legend is faint at its strongest. 
Just one tiny flaw in front of the nose. Both sides are 
predominantly chocolate brown, but muted copper coinage 
inappropriately shows through at points in the fields and recessed 
areas on both sides. The reverse is the stronger side with a full 
date, clear INDE and fully outlined device. Off center to the 
right with no right legend remaining. 
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1786 VERMONT R. 11 (R-4) VG8 119.4 gns. The 
Mailed Bust Left Type. Mostly mid brown but darkening 
significantly in areas of the fields. Surfaces range from granular 
to porous, they are rough without being obtrusive about it, and 
remain consistently reflective. Less flawed than normal, though 
there are two significant depressions on the obverse forehead. 
Legends on both sides almost full, date almost readable. 








316. 1787 VERMONT R. 12 (High R-3) VF35 120.1 gns. 
The first of the Mailed Bust Right varieties as are all that follow. 
Dark olive gray, surfaces very finely textured but also quite 
smooth and problem free. The legends are crisp, showing little 
sign of wear, while the centers are slightly less distinct. Obverse 
legend is tight against the left rim but full. Reverse is struck 
slightly low, with the bottom third of the date lost. No apparent 
undertype. The dies used for Ryder 12 were lightly engraved to 
begin with, making grading of this variety challenging. In the 
highest grade examples surface quality is a tip off, with die 
finishing lines and luster clear indicators of little circulation. Here 
a trace of even granularity combined with darker color 
complicates the issue. This piece could arguably be graded as 
low as VF25 or as high as EF45. 


ee 1787 VERMONT R. 12 - OVERSTRUCK - (High 
R-3) F12 113.8 gns. The Mailed Bust Right variety. This coin 
too is struck on a Nova Constellatio, probably dated 1785, 
definitely a Pointed Ray type. Pale chocolate and dark olive, 
though both sides are covered with significant even porosity they 
are by no means dull and there are no other problems. Full clear 
legends and date. Parts of the eye and rays of the Nova are 
visible at the center of the obverse. 
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318. 1787 VERMONT R. 12 - OVERSTRUCK - (High 
R-3) VF20 113.6 gns. The first of the Mailed Bust Right varieties 
as are all to follow. Overstruck on a 1785 Nova Constellatio. 
Obverse is chocolate brown, reverse a mix of steely gray and 
medium brown. Quite reflective, the obverse relatively smooth 
with even light granularity, the reverse is rougher but equally 
reflective. Obverse well centered with strong full legends, reverse 
off a bit to right but only the top of a few letters are lost and 
otherwise the reverse legends are full and strong also. Date too 
is full and sharp. Nova wreath visible across shoulders of the 
Bust, part of the US is seen near vertical at the base of the face. 
What most likely is part of the Nova date appears above the R of 
VERMON, the lower loops of both the 8 and 5, though it also 
looks like CO. That can be dismissed as an illusion, but what 
might be part of another letter seems to be above the area between 
VE, closer to V. If viewing in person look closely and see what 
you think. 





319. 1787 VT R. 13 (R-1) EF40 121.4 gns. The 
BRITANNIA Type. A very bold strike on a very dark olive 
planchet. Both sides are granular from fine porosity but the 
surfaces still have flash, and all features remain needle sharp. 
Free of all surface marks nicks and scratches. Obverse 1s perfectly 
centered, the reverse is struck slightly high, with the right legends 
tight against the... Whoa, what do we have here? Yes, it’s an 
early reverse die state. With legends, sort of. NIA can be read 
without much effort, and AN of BRITANNIA can be included 
as well, along with other fragments. Pay attention, this coin 
makes a pretty strong case for the existence of the early die state, 
as distinct from just any old generic die state, and it should be 
compared with the Ryder 13’s that preceded it and those that 
follow in that regard. Together we'll get to the bottom of this. 





The Seventh Annual C-4 Convention Sale, November 10, 2001 





320. 120.2 gns. The 
BRITANNIA Type. Ryder 13’s may be common, but rarely with 
such choice color. This is evenly toned a medium to light tan, 
on smooth glossy surfaces. There are a couple of faint pin 
scratches running along the obverse neck, for which we invoke 
the standard mentioned only for the sake of accuracy disclaimer. 
Really though, in this case they are minor, hidden, and now 
completely glossed over. Otherwise it is problem free and 
generally delightful. One nice thing about Ryder 13’s is that the 
obverse die is deeply etched and always results in a strong strike. 
Of course that can not generally be said for its reverse, but parts 
of the reverse legend here can still be read. In fact the reverse 
die state of this coin might be as early as that of the last coin. Be 
attentive. 





2 


a2i. 1787 VT R. 13 (R-1) VF30 122.5 gns. The 
BRITANNIA Type. Another attractive example. Light chocolate 
brown, smooth, glossy. Small rim clip at 11:00 obverse, small 
rim bruise at 12:30. Otherwise the obverse is problem free. This 
is also a late state of the obverse die, with a small die crack 
rising up from the left leg of the A that was not mentioned in 
Carlotto’s date. On the reverse there’s a small patch of scrape 
scratches below the I of the right legend of little consequence. 
For the record this is not an example of the late reverse die state. 


322. i787 VER. 13: - (R-1) VE30 159.9 ens. The 
BRITANNIA Type. A final example, with strong detail and 
pleasing light golden brown color but rougher surfaces. The 
obverse has scattered fine to moderate porosity, concentrated in 
spots mostly at the base. The obverse as usual also is well struck 
and centered. On the reverse the porosity shifts to scattered 
pitting in places with faint verdigris in a few recesses, specifically 
by Liberty’s branch arm. Struck high so that her head is against 
the upper rim, that off centering combined with a patch of 
roughness by the rim at 1:00, causes the N of NIA to be obscured, 
though the latter two letters remain fairly clear. Clearer than on 
most examples some might say. 
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323. 1788 VERMONT R. 16 (R-1) EF40 103.3 gns. Quite 
a bold strike for a Ryder 16. Light brown with a pale gold tint. 
Highly reflective but granular surfaces, that granularity 
fortunately fine in nature, Both the obverse and reverse are 
naturally depressed at the center, the result of imperfections in 
the planchet and the striking process. On the obverse it is in the 
form of a hollow by the ear and below. The reverse has a deep 
crescent shaped depression running from below Liberty’s arm 
down past the upper right border of the shield. This coin displays 
unusual detail for this weakly struck variety, with the curve of 
the mail on the Busts shoulder fully outlined, and some actual 
definition at Liberty’s waist. The Norweb AUSS is a good 
example of the best definition that these dies allowed. 


324. 
brown, smooth and maybe a bit too glossy. While quite pleasing, 
the surfaces on this appear perhaps to have been gently polished 
up. The color is genuine, and the surfaces are genuinely smooth, 
so the deed if done was subtle. One horizontal scratch right of 
the reverse center, and otherwise problem free. A tiny bit weak 
and naturally rough at the centers, as is common, but overall 
detail is strong for a Ryder 16, including a bold date. 





325. 1788 VERMONT R. 16 (R-1) VF30 90.3 gns. 
Chocolate brown with some mahogany tints, Surfaces are glossy 
but slightly uneven, best observed from the reverse where very 
mild depressions are found around Seated Liberty and above the 
date, Also the coin will rock if placed on a flat surface. This is 
separate from some natural roughness at the center of each side 
which is normal for this variety. The rim has also been beveled 
at a few points, again best seen from the reverse at 12:00 and 
from 3:00 to 4:30. Still color, gloss and grade leave this coin 
with more than adequate appeal. 


326. 1788 VERMONT R. 17 (High R-4) VF20 108.2 gns.. 
Deep brown fields with light brown raised points. The obverse 
appears fairly smooth, with very fine granularity. The reverse 
though is peppered with very fine pitting which disrupts it’s even 
look and gloss. Since that pitting is so shallow, detail is not 
affected by it. Strong full legends and date on both sides. 
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327. 1788 VERMONT R. 19 (R-5) G6 111.3 gns. Much of 
what this coin has going for it is, itis rare. Additionally, it is hard 
to come by. Plus this variety is frequently unavailable to 
collectors. On the other hand it is low grade and dented, with the 
planchet impressed at the top of the reverse bending the coin 
somewhat. Mixed dark and light browns, and acceptably smooth 
for the grade. Obverse is the stronger side, with legends full. 
Reverse legends extremely faint at points, stronger at others, 
most of date clear. 





328. 1788 VERMONT R. 20 (R-3) VF35 119.4 gns. Very 
strong detail and relatively smooth surfaces. Predominantly 
chocolate brown with some high relief more of a reddish 
mahogany. Though the surfaces are grainy they are reflective. 
One fine obverse pin scratch from the rim at 3:00 to below the 
chin. There is a small rough patch on the reverse left of lower 
Liberty, with some very pale green deposits within that area, 
and to a lesser extent that shadows some parts of the legends, 
particularly ET 





a2. 1788 VERMONT R. 20 (R-3) VF20 117.3 gns. Mixed 
light and darker browns. Both sides with even moderate porosity 
but still nicely reflective. Full strong legends. The date too is 
strong but is one third off the planchet. No surface marks worth 
mentioning. 
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330. 1788 VERMONT R. 22 (Low R-5) VF30 128.2 gns. 
An important coin, one we feel comfortable saying is within the 
condition census, to the best of our knowledge. Mostly toned a 
dark chocolate brown, but with high points toned light brown, 
making for a pleasing visual contrast. Both sides are also smooth 
and semi-glossy. The best news though is that this coin is problem 
free, somehow having escaped the scratches that seem to haunt 
surviving specimens of this variety. Virtually flawless also, just 
a tiny shallow void by the rim at 12:00, and a similar one at the 
foot of the | of AUCTORI. It is simply an attractive example. 
This coin seems equal to the VF Norweb coin in sharpness, each 
showing slightly greater detail at points than the other. It also 
surpasses the Bibbins coin, offered earlier in this Sale. The lot 
description for that coin contains a general discussion of the 
availability and census of this variety, and we refer you there for 
that. Bressett, by the way, cited a census range of 45 to 20 in his 
1976 study, and we assume that must have included some 
specimens that may not have been offered at auction. A number 
of excellent private collections have been formed over the years, 
including one owned by Anthony Terranova, who has been 
gracious enough to display it at prior C4+ conventions and . It 
stands as a reminder though that it can not always be safely 
assumed that the finest examples of Colonial coinage have 
previously been offered through auction. It is regretful that no 
one has publicly taken up the effort that Ken Bressett began to 
record realistic estimates for a specific Condition Census of 
Vermont Coppers by variety. 
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331, 1788 VERMONT R. 23 (R-4) FI5 123.3 gns. Medium 
brown with smooth surfaces that are rather glossy for the grade. 
Well centered and evenly struck with all legends and the date 
full and clear. Almost problem free, a very faint scratched X 
intersects near the center of the obverse. 






332. 1788 VERMONT R. 24 (R-3) VF20 84.0 gns. 
Contrasting dark and light chocolate brown, toning taking on a 
maroon shade at points along the obverse periphery from 6:00 
to 1:00. Surfaces smooth and reflective with just some light 
texture. No surface marks worthy of note. Unusually light, struck 
on a very thin planchet. 


333. 1788 VERMONT R. 24 (R-3) FI5 94.3 gns. 
Contrasting dark and medium browns, slightly grainy but 
extremely reflective surfaces. Minor surface marks consistent 
with the grade, none of any concern. Legends full and clear, 
date virtually full, missing the very bottom due to centering. 
Another light thin planchet. 


D-11 A set of all seven M&G C-4 Sales. Soft bound copies 


signed by that old softie Chief Cataloger Tom “The Pen” Rinaldo. 
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334. 1788 VERMONT R. 25 - OVERSTRUCK - (High 
R-2) F15 128.9 gns. Dramatic Overstrike on an Irish Halfpenny. 
Very broad planchet which is often a clue that there is an 
undertype, not that a clue is needed in this case, Medium brown 
and very reflective. The obverse has just minor granularity on 
the left side, and as you move past center towards the right it 
becomes porosity roughening further around AUCTORI. The 
obverse has full strong legends, no marks nor clear signs of an 
undertype. The reverse is a different story. First, the surface is 
smooth. Second, it does have minor scratches. One old pin 
scratch curves between Liberty’s branch hand and her staff via a 
visit to her chin. Two others slope down from her waist in either 
direction. All of these are light and unobtrusive. Third, and most 
important, there is the undertype. For starters immediately above 
Liberty’s head is a large HIB. If you rotate the coin slightly ina 
counter clockwise direction so that ET LIB is at the top, virtually 
the whole British crown that sits upon the Irish harp is visible 
below the legend, and the ornate upper right corner of the harp 
intrudes into Liberty’s shield. Other slightly more subtle traces 
of the undertype can be found also. All in all this is one of the 
nicest Vermont undertypes this cataloger has seen. 





335. 1788 VERMONT R. 25 (High R-2) F12 126.0 gns. 
Glossy medium chocolate brown, toned brighter at spots on the 
Bust and Seated Liberty. Full clear legends and date, surfaces in 
general are quite smooth other than at the lower obverse center. 
There one finds a few tiny digs in the field right of neck, tiny 
striae on the neck, and a void flaw on the mail where some 
corrosion may have been removed. 


336. 1788 VERMONT R. 27 VF35 137.5 gns. Light golden 
olive. Strong detail but from a late die state so that the legends, 
while strong, are not quite crisp. Surfaces are glossy and a bit 
uneven, in this case from the die state’s accumulated failures. 
Both sides with fine porosity scattered evenly across them, in no 
area concentrated. Small rim clip at 3:00 reverse. The 
combination of grade, gloss, and color makes for an appealing 
coin. 
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a31. 1788 VERMONT R. 31 VF20 (Low R-5) 111.9 gns. 
The GEORGIVS III REX Type. One of several Machins Mills 
product mules collected as part of the Vermont series. The obverse 
die was originally intended for use in the production of Imitation 
British Halfpence. However the reverse die that was used here 
was a work horse for Vermont coinage. This is one of 5 different 
obverse dies that it is found paired with. By the time Ryder 31 
was produced the reverse die was failing rapidly. In fact this 
coin is notable for the relative strength of its reverse. Mono 
toned a deep chocolate brown. Both sides with significant but 
even and shallow fine porosity, which allows this coin to remain 
reflective and seem rather smoother than it actually is. Obverse 
is perfectly centered and the legends are sharp though the head 
is soft and lacking in facial definition. Both sides are totally 
free of surface marks. The crudeness of planchet production is 
evident here when the edge 1s examined at the base of the obverse, 
revealing a slight lip which when flipped over coincides with a 
planchet cutters arc. Reverse legends are strong though the tops 
of some letters on the right are lost due to off centering. The 
date is full and clear. An area of natural retained surface 
roughness at the center somewhat obscures the strength of this 
reverse strike, which technically is the strongest of the several 
examples of this variety that are offered for sale through this 
auction. A strong shield, and Liberty’s head and both hands nicely 
defined (for the issue). 





338. 1788 VERMONT R. 31 F15 (Low R-5) 100.7 gns. 
The GEORGIVS HI REX Type. Very attractive contrasting 
medium and light golden brown, with surfaces that are quite 
reflective, particularly the reverse. Obverse well centered, with 
the legends strong and full. Obverse center is smooth but the 
surface roughness somewhat around the periphery with a small 
flaw at the rim over R of REX. Reverse is from a late die state, 
now suffering massive failure. The central figure is ghostly, and 
best seen without a glass, preferably in the company of a medium. 
Parts of the legends are visible but only a few letters can easily 
be made out, along with traces of the date. Leave it to the good 
folks of the Machin’s Mint to work a die to death as they did 
here, and with Ryder 13, which in a sense is an inversion of 
Ryder 31 as it has a Vermont obverse and a Imitation British 
Halfpenny reverse. When cataloged for inclusion in the Machins 
Mills I.B.H. series, Ryder 31 is designated as Vlack 22—VT 
(for an example cataloged as such, refer to the section on 
Machin’s Mills coinage in this Sale). 


339. TWO COIN TWO YEAR VERMONT SET. 
Includes: 1786 R. 9 (R-3) F12 113.6 gns. Nicely contrasting 
dark and light chocolate browns, fine porosity both sides but 
with smooth reflective look. Remarkably few flaws, none major, 
all out of the way, with two small ones along the obverse rims, 
and one small one by the reverse rim. Well hidden obverse 
scratches near center. Right legend strong, left missing most 
letters. Some wreath detail visible within hair. Reverse legends 
only missing ET, otherwise full and clear. The date not only is 
full but it is bold, quite a bonus for this variety. Comes with 
Superior 9/30 Sale Lot #59 ticket. WITH 1788 R. 27 (R-1) FI8 
117.1 gns. Pleasing medium chocolate toning. Legends tull, 
date virtually so with just the very bottom weak. Obverse tlawed 
over part of face, a few flaking flaws around rim, while reverse 
is flawless. Both sides with fine porosity but the surfaces are 
not dull. 
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340. \SECOND TWO COIN TWO YEAR VERMONT 
SET. Includes: 1786 R. 9 (R-3) FIS 121.1 gns. A technical 
grade. Chocolate brown. Obverse free of flaws but with a cloud 
of micro pitting concentrated on the top third, elsewhere granular. 
Left legend tull, right fragmentary. Reverse has the bolder strike 
but is rougher, Liberty’s head is the location for a major flaw, 
with significant clusters of small void flaws down the center and 
at points near the rims. INDE bold, ETLIB erratic due to pitting, 
no date. WITH 1788 R. 25 (High R-2) F12 108.9 gns. Light 
brown, obverse with a reasonably smooth look aside from two 
shallow center flaws. Reverse with striations in right center field, 
and porosity centered near left lower rim. Clear legends both 
sides, date nearly full at edge of coin 


341. 1786 VERMONT MAILED BUST LEFT VARIETY 
SET - 2 COINS. Includes: Ryder 10 (R-4) VG8 110.2 gns. 
Deep olive and chocolate brown. Full legends both sides, date 
partial. Fields are porous, devices less so. Small flaw near 
obverse center, scratched on face. Reverse with 3 moderate flaws 
in lower half. Design elements well outlined and not overly 
disrupted by flaws. Planchet has minor warp, will rock on flat 
surface. WITH Ryder 11 (R-4) VG8 122.4 gns. Medium brown, 
surfaces rough from uneven porosity but not overly dull. Fewer 
flaws than usual, a curve of small ones follow the obverse neck 
line, another small one at hair line right of nose, and none others 
worth noting. Left legends essentially full, right ones partial at 
best. 17 of date clear, the rest not. 


342. THREE COIN VERMONT VARIETY SET. 
Includes: 1787 R. 13 (R-1) F15 87.2 gns. Black and brown 
and battered by several dents. Plus uneven porosity, some 
striations and a scratch or two. Most of the legends on the obverse 
are clear, because this is a Ryder 13 there is still some nice detail 
on this coins obverse. The reverse center is actually fairly strong 
for the variety. WITH 1788 R. 16 (R.1) G4 90.8 gns. Very 
weak, but smooth and very glossy for the grade. The legends 
are virtually full, ranging from fairly clear to extremely faint, 
and the date can be read. Small digs dent the coin over the obverse 
head. WITH 1788 R. 25 (High R-2) VG1O 117.1 gns. Holed. 
Choice chocolate brown planchet. Full legends, just minor digs 
other than the major hole near top of coin which takes out part 
of the date on the reverse. 


343. THREE MORE VERMONT COPPERS. Includes: 
1786 R. 10 (R-4) VG10 108.8 gns. The Mailed Bust Left. Dark 
gray brown with strong detail and lousy surfaces, but the problem 


oddly enough is not flaws, as this coin lacks them. It has run of 


the mill heavy porosity. All but the right obverse legend is legible, 
including the full date. WITH 1788 R. 16 (R-1) VG8 98.1 gns. 
Light chocolate brown and reasonably smooth despite 
microscopic porosity with one area of pitting at the lower left 
reverse. Legends full, date weak. WITH 1788 R. 27 (R-1) VF20 
123.5 gns. 


scattered pitting, surfaces dull but detail is strong. Full legends 


Pale brown and olive green, scattered porosity, 


and date. 
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344. FOUR VERMONT COPPERS - THREE ARE ODD 
& ONE IS EVEN. Includes: 1786 R. 9 (R-3) G4 112.4 gns. 
Counterstamped. Coin is gray brown, rough from porosity, 
scraped, and flawed at edges. Half of legends visible. And it is 
bent from the counter stamp. HK II at center of reverse hand 
punched with neat letters. WITH 1788 R. 20 (R-3) F12 109.0 
gens. Smooth with light brown at centers deepening to near black 
in fields. Full legends, most of date clear. Rim completely 
beveled. At center of reverse NE is above ENT impressed into 
the coin, except it’s backwards, almost certainly transferred from 
another coin. WITH 1788 R. 25 (High R.2) F12 143.4 gns. 
Overstruck. Pale chocolate brown, the obverse is smooth with 
full clear legends, the reverse mostly smooth with some areas of 
microscopic porosity. The letters RGIV are visible from the 
undertype at the base of the coin, coexisting with the date. 
Appears to have a British or Irish Halfpenny as an undertype, 
WITH 1788 R.27 F12 (R-1) 106.8 gns. Even light granularity 
across both sides. Mid steely brown in tone and nicely reflective. 
Full legends with just the bottom of the 8’s of the date faded. 
Small scrape by date but otherwise problem free. 


345. EIGHT VARIETY VERMONT COPPER SET. 
Includes: 1785 R. 2 (R-2) AG3 117.1 gns. Black and brown 
corroded planchet. Most of the plow, most of the sun and most 
of the upper and right obverse legend visible. Most of the eye 
stars and rays visible along with some of the reverse legend. 
WITH 1786 R. 8 (Low R-4) FAIR2 98.0 gns. For better and for 
worse this planchet is smooth. Dark brown and reflective. On 
obverse VERMON and the date and some of the mountains are 
faintly visible, on the reverse the eye and QUARTA are equally 
clear. Rim has ragged clip from 10:00 to 12:00 obverse. WITH 
1787 R. 13 (R-1) FIS 114.5 gns. Dark gray olive, both sides 
coated with moderate to heavy porosity and somewhat dull. A 
pin scratch down obverse face, few smaller ones on reverse. 
Obverse legends and devices are certainly clear. WITH 1788 R. 
16 (R-1) VG10 87.8 gns. Medium brown with dark areas and 
patches of significant porosity scattered on both sides. Some 
dents and some scratches, full legends and no date. WITH 1788 
R. 20 (R-3) G6 109.4 gns. Light chocolate brown and somewhat 
reflective despite scattered areas with significant porosity. 
VERMON clear, other legends partial to near full. Partial date, 
partial piercing at 12:00 obverse, and bent. WITH 1788 R. 24 
(R-3) VG1O 105.7 gns. Olive gray with dull surfaces and an 
obverse that though porous could pass for a rough semblance of 
smooth, reverse a bit rougher still with two digs near base. Clear 
full legends, date somewhat readable through the porosity. WITH 
R. 25 (High R-2) G4 95.8 gns. Dark olive and brown, obverse is 
very porous and rough with legends still full. Reverse is 
extremely rough with not much of anything. WITH R. 27 (R-1) 
VG8 107.8 gns. Dark gray olive, quite rough from heavy 
porosity. Legends mostly full, date fragmentary. 
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IMITATION BRITISH HALFPENCE 





346. 
VF25 114.3 gns. GEORGIVS II Head Left Type. 


Only 
marginally weaker than the coin we sold last year in our landmark 
offering of the Albany Collection, but with overall superior 
surfaces. Like the Albany coin, this is unusually well detailed 
for this elusive type, though it is still characteristically weak at 
the obverse face. Dark olive brown, smooth and glossy despite 


relatively minor even granularity on both sides. Perfectly 
centered with clear legends and date. According to the census 
prepared by Richard August and Ed Sarrafian, this coin might 
fit into the low end of their EF45 to VF25 spread. Vlack 1-47A 
stands well apart from other Imitation British Halfpence struck 
at Machins Mills. It is only issue (back)dated during the reign 
of George II, and as such it is the only issue featuring his Bust, 
and thus the only one facing left. Therefor it is especially 
important as a type coin in the Machins series. Students of this 
series are advised to reference the 1997 C4 Sale along with last 
years C4 Albany Collection offering. It too contained an 
important run of Machins Mills coinage. The description for lot 
#75 in the earlier Sale includes some additional census related 
information on this variety, as is often the case for both catalogs 
regarding many of the varieties offered here tonight. 





347. 
115.1 gns. GEORGIVS II Head Left Type. Dark olive gray 
with traces of brown around reverse legends and devices. Fairly 
smooth look despite light porosity on both sides. Clear and full 
legends, bold date, and minimal surface marks,,. 


348. 1747 MACHIN’S MILLS VLACK 1-47A (R-5) VG8 
114.0 gns. GEORGIVS II Head Left Type. A final example of 
this major type. Steely gray surfaces dull from corrosive action. 
Most definitely a burial piece, the top layer of the planchet is 
now intricately etched with a very shallow and even pattern. 
While details have been softened, technically this coin is of a 
higher grade and all design elements are still now full and easily 
identifiable. Magnification accents the porosity, but to the naked 
eye the image presented is balanced and complete. 





1771 MACHIN’S MILLS V.2-71A (R-4) F15 120.5 
gns. Very dark golden brown fields, with tan, or occasionally 





349. 


muted ruddy highlights. Fully and evenly struck with the 
exception of Liberty’s head which is faint. Surfaces are a mix of 
porous and smooth, erring towards smooth given the coinage 
we are discussing, as Machins Imitation British Halfpennys are 
notorious for being found on poor planchets. 


350. 1771 MACHIN’S MILLS V.2-71A (R-4) G6 111.3 
gns. Not perfect, of course, but quite pleasing for a low grade 
example. Full clear legends and date, other than the bottom fourth 
of the latter. Medium olive contrasting with pale brown, the 
surfaces though granular if examined. 


351. 1771 MACHIN’S MILLS V.3-71B (R-5) VG10 122.5 
gns. Predominantly light chocolate brown toning, but contrasting 
at points in the fields closest to the center with soft maroon tints, 
with the periphery returning to light chocolate. Actually a rather 
pleasing look. Both sides with scattered porosity but still fairly 
reflective, old light pin scratches found randomly on each side, 
but no other problems. The reverse has a cud at 11:00 at the 
reverse rim, which we do not recall noticing before. It isn’t on 
the specimens from our 1997 or 2000 C4 Sales, nor on the Roper 
coin or the Vlack plate. Perhaps this is one for a specialist. 





352; 1774 MACHIN’S MILLS V.8-74A (R-4) VG10 115.4 
gns. An unusually choice planchet fora Machins Mills halfpenny. 
Medium tan, smooth, and glossy for the grade. Full legends 





and date. Some minor obverse scratches are mostly hidden in 
the legends. This one is worth buying for the color alone. 
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1775 MACHIN’S MILLS V.4-75A (R-4) VF30 115.5 
gens. This coin has the strength of a condition census coin, well 
within August & Sarratian’s 40 to 20 range and comparable in 
strike to the Albany Collection coin from last years Sale. Both 
sides with moderate even porosity that isn’t overly distracting. 
This coin does have one major problem though, it unfortunately 
has been cleaned. Now itis mostly light brown, but with subdued 
orange showing through. There is also pale green shadowing 
around portions of the obverse legends, by the chin, end at the 
base of the Bust. It’s present and accounted for but relatively 
minor. This coin, and the one in last years Sale, are the strongest 
plated examples of V.4-75A that we can locate. 










354. 1775 MACHIN’S MILLS V.4-75A (R-4) F12 110.1 
gns. Chocolate brown, highly reflective, and smooth where 
unflawed, particularly on the reverse. The flaws are small and 
on the obverse only. Mostly they are on the neck and behind the 
lower head and not in places where they would easily be noticed. 
Faint scratches at obverse chin and a little chipping at points 
along the obverse rim, but overall attractive for a lower grade 
piece. The surfaces are definitely above average for this issue. 


355. 1776 MACHIN’S MILLS V.6-76A (R-4) VF25 123.4 
gns. Another strong and attractive example. This one has a 
smooth glossy chocolate brown planchet that is completely free 
of porosity. Generally this is the kind of planchet one never 
expects to find with a Machins Mills Imitation British Halfpence. 
There is one feature that reminds us of its origins, a flaw found 
on the obverse adjacent to the King’s nose. Ex Coin Galleries 2/ 
9 Lot #3178 Ticket included 
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356. 1776 MACHIN’S MILLS V.6-76A (R-4) EF40 115.6 
gns. The magic date, and an extremely sharp example of a coin 
struck from very flat dies. V.6-76A is among several Machins 
Mills varieties that never display defined central details. This 
example is the strongest we have ever offered through a C4 
auction, and the planchet is as smooth and glossy as any we’ ve 
sold also, fully the match for the coin from last year’s Albany 
Collection in that regard but with better color. The obverse is 
predominantly toned a light chocolate brown with an underlying 
mahogany tint, with much of the high portions of the Bust shifting 
to a marginally darker and less reddish hue. It is the same on the 
reverse except the darker hue covers most of the center of the 
coin. Given the flat dies, evidence of a sharp strike is confined 
to limited areas. On the obverse the lower mail lines and details 
are exceptionally crisp. On the reverse unusual sharpness is found 
at both of Liberty’s hands, at her feet, and along the staff for 
example. The globe, though lacking details, is fully rounded 
and shows very few signs of friction. We invite you to compare 
this coin to the strongest other examples plated that we could 
locate. The finest by far is the amazing Garrett #2208 coin, an 
AU with mint red, that easily surpasses this coin. The remaining 
examples include:: the two examples in the Albany Collection, 
the Breen plate coin #1008, Roper #285, the coin illustrated on 
page 170 of “Studies On Money In Early America” in Eric 
Newman’s chapter on English and Bungtown Halfpence for the 
book he edited for the A.N.S, and lot #589 from Pine Tree’s 10/ 
75 Elizabeth Morton Sale. 





357; 1776 MACHIN’S MILLS V.6-76A (R-4) VF20 110.1 
gens. Yet another strong example of this popular type. Light 
golden brown, the obverse is reasonably smooth with scattered 
porosity, the reverse has a bit more porosity but it is also more 
uniform, being more of a light haze of microscopic porosity. 
Both sides are reflective and free of marks and scratches. This is 
one of the most popular types in the series due to the “birth of 
our nation” date, an honor it shares only with the Rarity 7 V.9- 
76B. coin. Thus this, and the much more expensive Continental 
“Dollar”, are the only really collectable 1776 dated coins in the 
entire U.S. Colonial Coin arena. 
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358. 1776 MACHIN’S MILLS V.6-76A (R-4) F15 126.4 gns. Dark 
chocolate brown toning on another smooth and glossy un-Machins like planchet, 
essentially as “hard” as a F15 planchet gets. Struck off center right on the 
obverse with the top half of II] and small parts of RE lost. Struck low on the 
reverse with the bottom half of the date unfortunately also. You know it either 
says 1776 or 1770, and they didn’t make these dated 1770. 


J59, 1776 MACHIN’S MILLS V.9-76B (R-7) VF30 115.0 gns. The second and far rarer 1776 Small Date variety, a classic 
rarity in this series, and a highlight of this Sale. This is far and away the finest example of this variety to ever be sold through public 
auction, and it ranks high in the Condition Census. It is a light honey brown, smooth, glossy, and absolutely problem free with 
essentially flawless surfaces (a minute linear flaw can be located from the right ribbon strand to the back edge of the King’s neck). 
Very slight roughness at the reverse center is original retained planchet surface, left over at the time of striking. We now know of 4 
auction appearances of this rarity, and three of those have been within the last year. Up until this coin, the Fl2 from the Albany 
Collection was the finest ever to be sold publicly, exceeding a misattributed VG coin sold as lot # 512 of Lepezyk’s 5/84 Sale. The 
example sold in Stack’s 1/2001 Sale as lot #230, though also graded F12, was weaker than the Albany coin with inferior color and 
surfaces. That coin and this both share a late obverse die state, with a die cud from the top of S into the head. We know for a fact that 
both this and the Albany Collection coin sold in last year’s C4 Sale were not newly discovered, both had resided in private collections 
for years. [tis a fortuitous coincidence for current collectors then, that at least those both crossed the auction block so closely. Given 
the $6,750 hammer price realized by last year’s coin though, perhaps it isn’t a coincidence that one or two other specimens have been 
smoked out of holdings. The other plated example of V.9-76B that we know of is the Breen Plate coin (Breen #992) which is in the 
collection of Eric Newman. It appears both stronger and rougher than the current piece. We also know of the existence of a Near 
Mint State example in a New York City collection, which unfortunately is flawed over part of the date. Were V.9-76B not already so 
famous as the small date 1776 Type, this coin could easily be viewed as an entirely different Type coin. The G in the obverse legend 
has not been corrected from the letter C, thus spelling CEORCIVS, a feature boldly evident here. The other Known use of this 
obverse die is a muling with a Standing Indian reverse (Breen #1001) even rarer than this, with Breen reporting 3 Known examples 
in his encyclopedia. This coin, by the way, was personally discovered and purchased many years back by the consignor unattributed, 
when he was still brand new to collecting Colonials. Talk about beginners luck! At the time of purchase he had no idea of the 


significance of this piece. Or perhaps it wasn’t luck, since he had the wisdom or common sense to then find out exactly what he had. 
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360. 1778 MACHIN’S MILLS V.12-78B (R-3) VG8 102.6 
gns. Light brown and reflective but with scattered porosity on 
both sides. An X is pin scratched across the obverse center. 
Obverse legends and the date are clear, reverse legends partial 
and weaker, partially the result of a late die state with increasing 
die bulge. 
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361. 1784 AMERICAN IMITATION BRITISH 
HALFPENNY VLACK 14-84A BREEN 974 (R-6) FI5 82.5 
gns. A unique type within the Machins Mills series because, to 
the best of our knowledge, it has nothing to do either with 
Machins Mills or any of the principles of that operation. It is 
however, the only counterfeit British Halfpenny for which 
American origin has been established that is not associated with 
the Machin’s Mills operation, hence it is generally included with 
this series. This coin was previously lot #103 from our 1997 C4 
Sale, where it was déScribed as: this one with a dramatic straight 
clip that fortuitously effects very little of its features on either 
side, only the tops of the first two I’s in GEORGIVS III. Centered 
a bit low on the obverse, and to the left on the reverse, which is 
the only reason the design was spared from the massive clip. 
Only the very top of several letters in BRITAN are lost to off 
centering, otherwise this example also boasts full clear legends. 
The toning is not dark, being a pale olive and golden brown, and 
the surfaces are reasonably smooth with microscopic porosity 
in places. There are a couple of faint pin scratches on the obverse 
but no disfiguring marks. In short, another [this was the second 
of three examples auctioned in the 1997 Sale] superior example, 
and the extent of the clip, which runs from 11:00 to 2:00 obverse, 
places this coin in the error coin category. Ex M&G 11/97 C4 
Sale Lot #103 Ticket not included. 


D-12 BEDFORD FLAG 
Nathaniel Hawthorne was believed to have carried this flag for 
the American Minutemen at the battle of Concord on April 19, 


1775. This is the first flag known to have been flown in a 
Revolutionary war incident. All proceeds from this lot go to 
C-4. 
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362. 1784 AMERICAN IMITATION BRITISH 
HALFPENNY VLACK 14-844 BREEN 974 (R-6) F15 110.8 
gns. A second example of this important and unique type coin, 
this one overall stronger on the reverse and overall weaker on 
the obverse than the preceding coin. It is common for different 
examples of this rare variety to show wildly differing striking 
characteristics, as these were both crudely made and crudely 
struck. Light chocolate brown and reasonably reflective. The 
planchet is intrinsically granular, with some scattered light pitting 
on the reverse. Each side too has several small digs that resemble 
the natural mini voids. This coin has a slight bend that runs across 
the top third of the coin as seen from the obverse, with the 
impression occurring on the reverse causing some weakness in 
the obverse affected area. It does not cause significant loss of 
detail however. The rim is clipped with a small additional bruise 
between 11:00 and 12:00 obverse. All but RGI of the obverse 
legend is clear, all but the final A of the reverse legend is also 
clear. 
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1787 MACHIN’S MILLS V.17-87A (R-2) EF40 116.4 
gns. A choice and problem free example. Deep olive brown, 
with some high point a lighter chocolate. Well centered evenly 
struck and sharp. An excellent type coin. 





364. 1787 MACHIN’S MILLS V.17-87A (R-2) VF35 116.1 
ens. Light somewhat steely brown, and nicely reflective, the 
obverse with several patches of fine porosity scattered about 
which is slightly distracting, but which does not obscure or soften 
any details from this sharp strike. The reverse is notably 
smoother with just trace granularity. A tiny dig in front of 
Britannia’s face, and otherwise problem free. Well centered and 
evenly struck. 
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365. 1787 MACHIN’S MILLS V.17-87A (R-2) VF30 111.7 
gns. Medium brown, perfectly centered and evenly struck with 
all aspects clear and full. It’s base surface is just slightly grainy, 
while a few spots are a bit rougher. Overall nice detail on an 
acceptable planchet that is lacking significant problems 






366. 1787 MACHIN’S MILLS V.17-87A (R-2) VF20 113.1 
gns. Aneven medium olive brown with choice smooth surfaces. 
This coin is problem free and a pleasure to see given the general 
state of most Machins Mills planchets. 


367. 1787 MACHIN’S MILLS V.17-87B (R-2) VF35 108.6 
gens. This coin likely is a solid commercial EF due to its unusual 
eye appeal. While the smooth glossy surfaces are enough to 
impress, what really sets this coin apart is its choice light brown 
color, very rare toning for a Machins Mills I.B.H. This also is 
well centered and problem free, other than a small rim bruise at 
7:30 reverse, and a tiny one at 11:30 obverse. A prize for both 
Machins Mills variety collectors and Colonial type coin 
collectors. This coin can grace almost any collection, and it 
already has. We have been fortunate this year to have included 
within this offering of Machins Mills Imitation British Halfpence, 
a small but impressive collection that includes some exceptional 
examples including this coin and the V.9-76B, among others. 


368. 1787 MACHIN’S MILLS V.17-87B (R-2) VG10 
110.7 gns. Chocolate brown and quite reflective, though both 
sides have fairly considerable scattered porosity. More of a 
problem is a deep scrape across the lower obverse that caused 
the planchet to slightly bend. Most of the obverse, and all of the 
reverse legends, along with the date, are full and clear. 


369. 1787 MACHIN’S MILLS V.18-87C (R-4) G6 106.6 
gns. Multi mottled toning including gray, brown, red, yellow, 
orange, and green, but actually clashing no more than the average 
70’s leisure suit. Both sides with major porosity minimally 
glossed over by the patina this coin has developed. Right legends 
mostly clear, left fragmentary. Our consignor, who is quite 
knowledgeable of this series, noted on the flip it comes with: 
“Rare die state?’ so this coin may be worthy of further study. 
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370. 1787 MACHIN’S MILLS V.19-87C (R-2) EF45 106.0 
gns. Another exceptionally lovely product of Machins Mills, 
with honey brown toning on a smooth glossy planchet. This 
coin is uniformly bold, with reverse detail close to that of the 
following lot, and it is virtually problem free. It does have tiny 
rim tics at perhaps four points along the obverse rim, those at 
12:00 and 1:00 being the ones most likely noticed. The horizontal 
line across the base of the obverse is however a striation. 
Relatively late obverse die state, with a break joining V and S.. 
Assuming the application of uniform grading standards (never a 
safe assumption) this coin falls just short of the published CC 
range of MS60_ to AUSO., though it is stronger than any 
previously sold at a C4 Sale. Worthy of the finest collections. 





eye MACHIN’S MILLS V.19-87C (R-2) AU50 
118.1 gns. This is a technical grade, one that is richly deserved 
based on this coins reverse alone, but the difference between its 
obverse and reverse is like night and day. Both sides are toned a 
dark chocolate brown, and both sides are glossy, but only one 
side can be called hard. The obverse is heavily pockmarked by 
small voids and many, given their size, are relatively deep. There 
also 1s a patch of hairline scratches in front of the face and neck. 
A very thin planchet crack extends about 1/4th of the way into 
the coin starting at 12:30 obverse. The reverse, aside from that 
thin crack, is perfect with a strike as detailed as any we can find 
plated, including Garrett #2230 and the Breen Plate Coin (B. 
#995), which is the reverse used for Vlack’s plates. The shield 
lines are crisp, and Britannia’s dress has a clearly delineated 
neckline with more than cleavage showing. Due to the obverse 
problems that this coin has it can not be considered for the 
condition census, but otherwise it would fit within August & 
Saratfian’s 60 - 50 range. If you ever wondered what the reverse 
of a Vermont Ryder 13 might have looked like in an early die 
state, look no further. 
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372. 
123.4 gns. Yet another strong and attractive example. This is 
toned a light golden brown with smooth and glossy surfaces. 
The problems it has a minor compared to the eye appeal it 
possesses. They consist of just small tics and scratches, with the 
tics an the obverse rim are at 1:00, 5:00, and 7:00. The pin 
scratches are faint, few, and scattered on the obverse. Though all 
minor, the most significant are one from the rim at 12:00 onto 
the wreath, another from the rim at 3:00 onto the nose, and one 
between the top of the mail and the jaw. In any ordinary grouping 
of Machins Mills coinage, this would be far away the stand out. 
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ATES 1787 MACHIN’S MILLS V.19-87C (R-2) VF30 111.7 
gns. A smooth dark chocolate planchet with nice central detail 
that weakens towards the periphery. The consignor considers 
this an example struck from terminal die states, which technically 
is only partially true. The reverse, though late here, lived on to 
be muled with a Vermont obverse to create Ryder 13. This coin 
is near problem free with a significant exception, on the reverse 
a small rectangle, with a double X inside it, has been scratched 
into the field left of Britannia’s waist. Returning to the die states, 
the entire reverse legends show weakness at the top of the letters, 
particularly on the left, and the date is faint with the 7 essentially 
gone. On the obverse there is massive die rust within REX and 
the period following it, a condition that developed over time. 
The left legend has become more spidery, with the tops of a 
number of letters gone. This die state is much scarcer than that 
typically seen. Our sale of the Albany Collection last year 
contained a late die state struck on a spread planchet. Consult 
the description for lot #82 from our year 2000 C4 Sale for a 
further discussion of late die states, spread planchets and Machins 
coinage. This coin does establish that the weakness of legend 
letter tops on spread planchet strikings can not be solely attributed 
to a lack of a restraining collar. 
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374. 
gns. Mixed light chocolate and golden browns. Surfaces slightly 
grainy but smooth is a much more instructive description, 
especially given the reflective nature of this planchet. Problem 
free with full legends and date. About as nice a lower grade piece 
as One can hope for. 


1787 MACHIN’S MILLS V.19-87C (R-2) F12 104.4 


By poe 1787 MACHIN’S MILLS V.21-II-87D-II (R-4) G6 
104.3 gns. Struck from the same dies as V.21-I-87D-I, but from 
earlier states, on a typical compact planchet. Dark brown with 
centers, especially on the reverse, that are brighter from some 
cleaning now retoning. Both sides granular with a reasonably 
smooth look to the naked eye. Each side also with hairline 
scratches, a lesser concern with this grade piece. Right obverse 
legend faint, others plus date are clear. 





376. 1788 MACHIN’S MILLS V.22-88VT - 1788 VT 
Ryder 31 - (Low R-5) VF20 121.3 gns. One of the cross series 
mules of the Machins Mills series, in this case combining a 
Machin’s obverse with a Vermont reverse. The Vermont die used 
is Bressett’s U die, one that saw extensive use in 5 Vermont 
combinations. In this pairing, better known to many as Vermonts 
Ryder 31, it suffered massive failure in its later strikings. This 
coin features a strong obverse with an intermediate reverse die 
state. Light chocolate brown and quite reflective, which 
compensates a great deal for the porosity found on both sides. 
Obverse strong and clear throughout. On the reverse the legends 
and date are essentially full though weak at points. 
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its 1788 MACHIN’S MILLS V.23-88A (R-2) EF40 111.5 
gns. Sharp detail on a planchet of mixed blessings. Glossy and 
chocolate brown and smooth over most of the obverse, with a 
rough patch over GEO. Obverse has a few scattered contact 
marks and an old faint scratch from the rim at 11:00 to the eye 
brow. Reverse is evenly grainy though still reflective, with a 
rough area at and below the globe at the lower center where 
toning darkens in the recesses. Also two shallow depression flaws 
near I of BRITAN. 


378. 1788 MACHIN’S MILLS V.23-88A (R-2) VF20 96.2 
gns. Primarily light chocolate brown, darker in parts of fields. 
Both sides with a coating of fine grain porosity evenly applied. 
Fortunately they are not dull, and the details are not dulled. A 
presentable piece, nice for its detail and color. 


379. 1788 MACHIN’S MILLS V.23-88A (R-2) F15 109.2 
gns. Light brown and rose (yes rose) toning, the latter confined 
to areas within the obverse legends and in front of the King’s 
forehead. Surfaces are reasonably smooth, approaching glossy. 
It is also bent at the obverse center. This coin rocks. 


380. TWO OLDIES FROM THE 70’s - GENRE 
MACHINS MILLS. Includes: Vlack 8-74A (R-4) AG3 112.9 
gns. Light golden brown. Porous but with a reflective worn 
smooth look, obverse stronger and smoother than the reverse, 
but the date is still somewhat legible. WITH Vlack 12-78B (R- 
3) VG8 116.5 gns. Light brown but retoning from a cleaning 
with orange showing through at points on both sides. Ample but 
fortunately shallow porosity, many light scratches on the reverse. 
Clear date. 
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381. Low R-5) VF35 145.8 
gns. Cross After Date type. Attractive medium tan toning on a 
perfectly centered problem free planchet. While this coin is free 
of damage or porosity, it does have it’s own individual character. 
Though its surfaces are essentially smooth, they are lightly 
textured with micro striae that were present in the copper used 
for the planchet. In a sense they’re the metallic equivalent of 
minute trace stretch marks. evenly sprinkled over the coin. The 
ornament found after the date, usually called a cross for 
simplicity’s sake, is here strongly struck, and the overall strike 
is even, without any areas of localized weakness. The condition 
census for this variety descends to include several EF examples, 
making it hard to locate N.1-B at this grade level or above. 


382. 1787 FUGIO NEWMAN 1-B (Low R-5) F15 130.9 
gns. Cross After Date type. Light brown, slightly granular but 
highly reflective. A little rough near the 17 of the date, but the 
date is still full and easily read. Surfaces are free of all but the 
most trivial contact marks. 






gns. Cross After Date type. Predominantly light chocolate brown, 
with an area of black toning within some upper right rings. 
Generally smooth and reflective, with a small striation flaw after 
the date, and a few lesser striations randomly located on each 
side with little visual effect. 





384. 1787 FUGIO M.3-D (R-3) VF20 151.1 gns. Club Ray 
Type. Very smooth, with glossy surfaces that are mark free. 
Predominantly toned a deep olive brown, with tan on the obverse 
high points and reverse center legend. Most likely this coin was 
cleaned and retoned, but it is now attractive 
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385. 1787 FL 

Type. A bold example of a variety essentially unavailable in a 
higher grade. This coin is dark golden brown with many tan 
high lights. Most of both sides are smooth and semi-glossy, 
with just scattered fine porosity. On the obverse though there is 
a region at the upper left that shows several small flaws and thin 
striations; from the left edge of the numbered dial to the rim, 
and from the U of FUGIO to the left lower edge of the sun rays. 
Individually each is small but collectively they make that area 
seem somewhat rough. Also there’s a patch of slightly more 
concentrated fine porosity within the lower left obverse ring. 
What is most striking though is the strike on this coin. All 
numerals on the sun dial are strong, as are all features on the 
sun’s face, and the fine rays between the clubs are also sharp. 
These are areas that normally strike up weakly on Club Ray 
Varieties. Unlike some Pointed Ray Type varieties, there were 
no Club Ray types found in the Bank of New York keg hoard, 
which is the source of the overwhelming majority of Uncirculated 
Fugios known. No Uncirculated Club Ray Fugios of any variety 
are known. 
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386. 1787 FUGIO N.4-E (R-3) VF25 144.4 gns Club Ray 
Type. This coin has an additional mystery feature, but first the 
basics: Mostly light brown with black contrasting in areas. 
Granular but acceptably smooth on whole, with sharp details for 
aclub ray. A significant scratch runs down the left of the obverse 
in the field right of Fugio. One thin striation crosses the reverse. 
The mystery feature is a thick straight line just inside from 5:00 
on the obverse rim. It is regular, and appears to have been struck 
raising interesting questions as to its origin. It can not be the 
result of a double strike or partial brockage, since there is no 
feature found on a Fugio that resembles it. On a state copper the 
explanation would likely be an under type, but this cataloger has 
not previously encountered an undertype on a Fugio. Nothing 
else appears out of the ordinary. 





82 


a 


387. 1787 FUGIO N.6-W.1 (Low R-5) EF40 157.9 gns. 
STATES UNITED. A sharp example of this variety with detail 
worthy of the Condition Census. The obverse is quite smooth 
and just slightly dull from very fine granularity on the surface. 
Toning on the obverse is a bit atypical, the reactive result to 
impurities in the original copper of the planchet. The legends 
and devices are medium brown, but the fields include a deep red 
hue. Gray patches are also found at the lower right and upper 
left by the rim. Both sides are completely free of marks. The 
reverse is relatively smooth and mostly medium brown, with a 
dusting of tiny ruddy toning spots. There also are several 
scattered specs of hardened green verdigris that can be seen with 
a little effort. While the surfaces are not ideal, neither are they 
unattractive. This coin is perfectly centered and evenly struck, 
and would not be easily improved on for this variety. It is equal 
to the Kessler coin in grade, also to lot #423 from our 1995 C4 
Sale, and both of those coins likely make the Condition Census. 
One of the finest known is the AU Norweb coin. 








388. VF25 141.1 gns. 
STATES UNITED. Glossy light brown and smooth where not 
flawed. No one flaw very major, and overall appealing. Small 
striations are mostly on the obverse, and mostly towards the rims, 
so their impact is minimized. Free of any post striking problems. 
N.7-T is very hard to find nice in upper grades, likely fewer than 
10 or so are known in EF or above. 









D-13. WASHINGTON CRUISER’S FLAG 
When the Continental Congress met in 1774, the colonists 
established naval and land forces. The first boats were scow, or 
floating batteries, that were used on the Charles River outside of 
Boston, Massachusetts by Washington’s army. The use of the 
pine tree dates back to the first New England flag (see Continental 
flag). This flag is the naval flag used by the newly formed 
Continental Congress, although the first official flag was the 
Grand Union. All proceeds from this lot go to C-4. 
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389. 1787 FUGIO N.12-U (R-5) VF25 144.0 gns. STATES 
UNITED. An exceptionally nice coin for this grade, with very 
choice tan surfaces. Well centered, evenly struck, and virtually 
problem free with just two faint scratches well hidden below the 
base of the sun dial. Very few high grade specimens of N.12-U 
are known. When McLaughlin published his census survey and 
variety study in Penny Wise in the early 90's, only 4 coins were 
know to him fully above the VF level. 





390. 1787 FUGIO N.13-R (R-5) EF40 143.5 gns. Lovely 
tan toning on smooth and glossy surfaces. Stronger at the center 
obverse and base of sun dial than either the AU Norweb coin, or 
the attractive EF example that followed it in our 1999 C4 Sale. 
It is weaker however at the sun and rays than either of those 
coins. A very shallow and fine X scratch crosses the sun dial on 
this coin. You will find it if you look for it, with one other fine 
hidden scratch rising from the dial at an angle into the rays. AS 
is always the case with this die pair, the reverse center is quite 
weakly defined. When the Norweb specimen was first sold it 
was then said “Average grade for this variety is VG to Fine” and 
that still holds true today. High grade examples as pleasing as 
this are very hard to come by. Only one Newman 13-R is known 
with any claim to Unc. It was granular and we sold it as a technical 
AUSS as lot #487 of our 1996 C4 Sale (it had once been graded 
Uncirculated on a Fixed Price List). 
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391. 1787 FUGIO N.13-X (R-1) EF45 162.4 gns. STATES 
UNITED. A perfect collector coin. Realistically, it is hard to 
imagine how an example in this grade could be choicer than this 
one Hard light chocolate surfaces with a hint of cameo effect 
for added measure. Perfectly centered and struck. 





392, 1787 FUGIO N.13-KK (R-7) F12 158.5 gns. STATES 
UNITED. An extremely rare variety. This is not a Condition 
Census coin but it doesn’t miss by much since it’s only the 8th 
example traced. Medium brown and heavily granular, this has 
the look of a coin that has been buried. The surfaces are dulled 
by the extensive fine porosity, which fortunately is evenly 
distributed across the coin. Technical detail is at least of the 
assigned grade, but it is softened by the exposure, for the most 
part giving it the look of a G4 coin though the legends and date 
remain strong. Two small scratches on the obverse between the 
F and U of FUGIO, and a small rim bruise at 11:30. Otherwise 
surface marks are minimal advantage At the time of the Norweb 
sale only that and the Kessler coin were known, both strong 
VF's. This variety was lacking from Stack’s 11/94 Sale of the 
Hancock Collection. This is also the first time that we’ ve been 
able to offer this rare variety in a C4 Sale. The finest known is a 
VF35 coin in a New York City collection 





"8 


393: 1787 FUGIO N.14-0 (R-5) VF25 184.2 gns. STATES 
UNITED. This is another variety which, though not overly rare, 
is extremely difficult to find in upper grades. This coin has two 
tone contrasting chocolate browns, both sides covered by 
extremely fine porosity, the detail just slightly softened as a result. 
Small flaw below the 7 of the date, with no surface marks. The 
rim however has nicks in several places, along with a clip at 
11:00. The nicks seem to be from a prior mounting. At the time 
of the Norweb Sale, the Fine example there was called “Among 
the finest known”. At the time of McLauglins survey in the 
early 90’s, he knew of no specimen above Strong Very Fine. 
Extremely Fine examples of N.14-O are now known, but a choice 
Strong Very Fine might well still make the Condition Census for 
this variety. A strong grade for the variety that technically might 
put it near the Condition Census. Chocolate brown surfaces, 
both dusted by a layer of fine porosity 


394. 1787 FUGIO N.14-0 (R-5) VF20 165.5 gns. STATES 
UNITED. Another stronger than usual example. Light golden 
brown with some scattered porosity but overall relatively smooth. 
A few trace striations and small shallow flaws, but free of contact 
marks and scratches. Features full and clear. 
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395. 1787 FUGIO N.15-K.1 (High R-6) F12 155.1 gns. 
STATES UNITED. Struck medal turn. Light brown with very 
granular surfaces. This coin has detail of a higher grade at points 
but itis weakly struck at the upper obverse. Surfaces are dulled 
somewhat by the porosity but the light toning helps it retain some 
eye appeal. Full clear legends and date and otherwise problem 
free. A difficult variety to obtain in any grade, and the first time 
we have offered one in a C4 Sale. This variety was also lacking 
from the Norweb Collection, while Kessler had a more balanced 
Fine, probably undergraded as a F12 by current standards... The 
coin in Stacks 11/94 Hancock Collection Sale was also a Strong 
Fine with better balance. The 7/00 Boston Mannheim Federal 
Marshals Sale HAS a nice VF30 example in a PCGS 30 slab 
that was buried in a group lot (lot #95) , like many great Fugios, 
that were buried in group lots, that were buried in that Sale on 
that infamous day. According to information provided by Rob 
Retz, the top 5 coins of this variety, out of 16 he had listed, were 
in grades ranging from a solid EF to VF35, none of which entered 
the market via auction. 


396. 1787 FUGIO N.15-V (High R-5) F1I5 137.0 gns. 
STATES UNITED. Chocolate brown, this coin has a reasonably 
smooth look although the fields are evenly porous. Perfectly 
centered and otherwise problem free. 





aor 
UNITED. Smooth and glossy light olive planchet, small clip at 
11:00 and a few small pin scratches near FUGIO. Also some 
thin pale green deposits against the edges of some of the reverse 
rings, but for the most part a problem free and pleasing example. 
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398. 
unusually nice example with light honey brown toning. This 
coin has very smooth glossy surfaces, and it is totally free of 
contact marks or other problems, while the planchet itself has a 
faint crack from the rim at 11:30. 


399; 1787 FUGIO N.18-H.1 (Low R-5) VF20 134.9 gns. 
UNITED STATES. Light golden brown with some by now very 
muted copper color coming through in the reverse fields from a 
prior cleaning. Mostly smooth surfaces with some scattered 
striations mostly at the lower obverse. One dull dark toning spot 
at the left base of the sun dial to the F of FUGIO. Well centered 
and struck with full clear legends. Die break through I and B of 
lower obverse legend 1s still faint. 





400. 1787 FUGIO N.18-H.1 (Low R-5) FI5 153.2 gns. 
UNITED STATES. This from the late obverse die state with the 
break through I and B fully formed with heavy die clashing in 
the obverse fields. Otherwise this is a very smooth and glossy 
coin, with problem free light chocolate brown surfaces. The die 
state and the clashing causes the last 7 of the date to be weak. 
Off center right each side with a few rings right at the edge. A 
lovely Fugio. 


401. 1787 FUGIO N.20-R (R-6) G4 170.2 gns. This sure 
is a lovely planchet for such a low grade coin. It truly is hard and 
glossy, even at this grade. Wonderful honey brown toning even 
across both sides. The planchet is slightly bowled so that the 
obverse bulges up some at the center, accounting for the uneven 
wear this coin has. All elements legends and date can be made 
out on the obverse, but it looks like an AG coin at best. The 
reverse though has the detail of a solid Fine. Absolutely no marks 
on the surfaces or rims. 
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402. 1787 FUGIO N.20-X (R-6) VG8 123.8 gns. Nicely 
contrasting dark and light chocolate browns, some scattered 
porosity on the obverse, a bit more so on the reverse, but both 
sides are reflective and look smoother than they actually are. 
One old scratch in the obverse field left of the 7, which runs 
down to the lower rim. This is an example of the very late obverse 
die state, with a huge cud now covering almost all of YOUR 
BUSINESS. That cud is well accented as it is toned light brown 
against a dark brown field. 





403. 1787” FUGIO - NEW HAVEN RESTRIKE (Ca. 
1860) N.104-FF - COPPER [PCGS MS64RB] MS64. About 
as nice as these come. Light brown centers with brilliant original 
red around the peripheries. Well struck and problem free. 


404. “1787” FUGIO - NEW HAVEN RESTRIKE (Ca. 
1860) N.104-FF - COPPER MS63. Another lovely example, 
this with large obverse areas of only slightly muted mint red 
remaining, especially by the base of the sun dial. Elsewhere 
even light brown from very recently mellowed red, with traces 
of blue toning around 1787 and FUGIO. 


405. THREE COIN FUGIO RARITY PACK. Includes: 
1787 N.1-L (R-6) F12 162.6 gns. A Cross After Date Type. 
Obverse mottled light golden brown with grayish brown, reverse 
more uniformly light in tone. Cross feature clear, FUGIO weak 
in part but date is strong, while most of the lower legend 1s clear. 
The obverse center, and to a lesser extent the reverse center, 
were defaced by many pin scratches. Scattered porosity each 
side. WITH 1787 N.10-G (High R-6) VF20 153.9 gns. One 
Over Horizontal One Type. A technical grade only. Coin has 
been buried with some strong detail but a streaky porous and 
grainy obverse, and a uniformly very rough reverse. Mixed 
chocolate brown and bright green patinas. WITH 1787 N.21-I 
(R-5) AG3 141.2 gns. Oddly enough the only aspect of this coin 
that is bold is the incuse reverse clashing. Very smooth and 
reflective predominantly light brown surfaces, essentially 


problem free. FUGIO and the date are the strongest elements of 


the obverse. 


406. FOUR MORE FUGIO VARIETIES. Includes: 1787 
N.3-D (R-3) G6 155.4 gns. Smooth obverse with dark brown 
fields and orange tan high points. Reverse bit more grainy, with 
some dark gray green deposits within some rings. Also several 
cuts on the rim from 7:00 to 9:00 reverse. All design elements 
are present and clear for this date. WITH 1787 N.6-W.1 (Low 
R-5) G4 134,7 gns. Mixed light and dark browns both sides. 
Rough at points but smooth enough for a low end piece. Other 
than tips of right rays, the sun is gone, but date and Fugio clear 
along with MIND YOUR and a little of BUSINESS.. WE ARE 
ONE clear in reverse center. WITH 1787 N.14-0 (R-5) G4 150.6 
gens. Holed through face of Sun, otherwise mostly light brown 
and smooth. Last numeral of date very faint but all other aspects 
of coin are clear. WITH 1787 N.16-H.1 (R-5) F1I5 164.6 gns. 
Mostly light brown obverse, with black contrasting within reverse 
rings. Surfaces very granular with scattered pitting type porosity 
also. Obverse with scrape scratch at center and after FUGIO. 
Full clear legends and date both sides. Reverse die break through 
ring at base of coin. 


407. 1781” (ca. 1820) NORTH AMERICAN TOKEN 
VF35 118.7 gns. Copper. Quality copper was used in this 
planchet, it is as smooth as a Kentucky Token, without the rough 
and striated areas these usually come with. Choice smooth 
mahogany surfaces. 





408. 1783 NOVA CONSTELLATIO CROSBY 1-A (R-1) 
VF30 142.0 gns. Large US Pointed Ray Type. These always 
come with softness at the US, this is actually a well struck 
example, with the S fully and clearly outlined. Smooth Medium 
olive brown, small obverse flaw in the rays below AT. 





409. 1783 NOVA CONSTELLATIO CROSBY 1-A (R-1) 
VF25 135.4 gns. Large US Pointed Ray Type. Struck on a choice 
light chocolate brown planchet with wonderful flash. Two faint 
obverse pin scratches from foot of N to the central eye, and 
another on date side from S of LIBERTAS to center. Both were 
shallow enough to easily gloss over. The weakness in US in 
consistent with the die and always and that feature always strikes 
weaker.than the rest of this coin. Nice eye appeal. 
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410. 1783 NOVA CONSTELLATIO CROSBY 1-A (R-1) 
VE20 139.8 gns. Large US Pointed Ray Type. Smooth and glossy 
chocolate brown surtaces. Small dig on the wreath below US 
and no other marks worth noting. Attractive. 





411. 1783 NOVA CONSTELLATIO CROSBY 2-B (R-1) 
AUS0 100.1 gns. Small US Pointed Ray Type. Nicely contrasting 
chestnut brown and tan toning on hard glossy surfaces. Evenly 
struck with crisp detail, on a compact flan that is remarkably 
free of the small flaws typically found on this planchet stock. 
There is one small flaw within the U of US, and that’s about it. 
Crosby 2-B is found struck on broad thin planchets, and compact 
thicker ones. The broad ones frequently are smooth, but those 
coins usually show characteristic weakness at the center, so that 
the US is often very faint. The compact flan strikings do not 
exhibit central striking weakness, but the planchet stock 
invariably has many scattered void and pit flaws. This coin 
combines the best of both planchet types. An exceptional example 


412. 
VF35 133.8 gns. Small US Pointed Ray Type. Two tone brown 
with smooth reflective surfaces. Perfectly centered, well and 
evenly struck. Some very fine scratches can be found among the 
rays below LLATIO, but some effort is needed . Though struck 
on compact planchet stock, there are just a handful of micro 
voids, mostly on the NOVA side. 
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413. 1783 NOVA CONSTELLATIO CROSBY 2-B (R-1) 
EF40 140.3 gns. Small US Pointed Ray Type. Light brown and 
glossy, a few areas of ruddy toning on the obverse below LL. 
Some weakness in US, scattered micro voids in the planchet, 
biggest concentration is right of the date. Some rub on the all 
seeing eye with muted copper color showing. 










414. 1783 NOVA CONSTELLATIO CROSBY 2-B (R-1) 
VF30 122.6 gns. Small US Pointed Ray Type. Chocolate brown 
and reflective, surfaces are a bit granular but visually smooth to 
the naked eye. A few very minor digs within the wreath. This is 
a good example of a solid VF with the US weaker than the 
remaining features 


415. 1783 NOVA CONSTELLATIO CROSBY 2-B (R-1) 
VF25 98.5 gns. Small US Pointed Ray Type. Light chocolate 
brown, basically smooth and reflective with minor contact marks. 
The S of US faint but full. The Nova (obverse) side is notably 
stronger, a bit glossier as well. 









D-14 — A unique hardbound reference illustrating all known 
Nova Constellatio varieties. The photo plates have been 
hardbound by the author Tony Carlotto. All proceeds from this 
lot go to C-4. 
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416. 1783 NOVA CONSTELLATIO CROSBY 2-B (R-1) 
VF20 123.5 gns. Small US Pointed Ray Type. This coin is 
significant for its die state, which is extremely late on both sides. 
Deep chestnut obverse fields, reverse fields in addition have some 
deep ruddy, almost purple tints in the mix as well. Tan highlights 
on both sides. Very reflective but peppered with tiny breaks in 
the surface patina, either micro pits or micro striae. Central US 
softly struck. This seems to be the terminal states for both dies 
here used, with general die rust advanced to the point where 
sizable blobs have appeared on the coin. On the obverse there 
are two near the LL’s of CONSTELLATIO, with another below 
those in the rays. On the reverse there are two major ones near 
the rim between LIBERTAS and JUSTICA. Astute readers of 
this catalog might notice that it contains an unusually large Nova 
Constellation offering. A primary reason for that is the 
consignment of an intact variety and die state collection to this 
Sale, that is lacking only the contemporary counterfeits, most 
notably the 1786 variety. The collecting of Colonial coins by 
die state is still largely an underground phenomena, with the 
partial exception of some state coppers, primarily Connecticut 
Coppers. As a result the market generally assigns little if any 
premium for the rarest die states, in other cases giving a small 
premium for the most visually interesting states. Of course that 
dynamic can quickly change if two or more determined die state 
collectors find themselves competing head to head over an 
important die state that is missing from their collections. Though 
obscure as a collecting specialty now, that was once said about 
many other series of U.S. coins where that aspect of the hobby 
now flourishes. There is something to be said for getting in 
close to the ground floor. 





417. 1783 NOVA CONSTELLATIO CROSBY 2-B (R-1) 
VF25 139.1 gns. Small US Pointed Ray Type. Light golden 
brown, nicely reflective on a slightly rough planchet that is 
relatively free of marks. US weak but all other features strong. 
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418. 1783 NOVA CONSTELLATIO CROSBY 2-B - 
LOVE TOKEN - (R-1) F15 93.4 gns. Small US Pointed Ray 
Type. Significant as a U.S. Colonial Love Token. The planchet 
is toned a deep honey brown, for the most spot smooth though 
slightly grainy with some scattered small flaws. Reflective, but 
the reverse looks lacquered. The center of the reverse is engraved 
where the U.S:-would otherwise be, with a stylish ER and several 
nicely etched leaves. Colonial coins are seldom found as hosts 
for Love Tokens. 





419. 1783 NOVA CONSTELATIO CROSBY 3-C (R-3) 
AUSS5 119.3 gns. Small US Blunt Ray Type, with Constellatio 
spelled with only one “L”. Needle sharp strike with the barest 
trace of wear apparent. The obverse is fully lustrous, which is 
true as well for most of the reverse. Obverse is toned a rich and 
lovely warm chocolate brown, with thin areas of darker brown 
near NOVA, and a reddish hued streak below the eye above 
CONSTELATIO. Obverse surfaces are absolutely problem free. 
Reverse has the same toning mix but no one shade is as dominant 
so the result is more mottled. The luster is slightly disturbed by 
small spots of extremely fine and thin granularity just above, 
through, and below the S of US. Also at the rim above the S of 
LIBERTAS and before the J of JUSTICA. Were it not for that, 
this would have been given an AUS58 grade. No centrally 
collected census information is available on the Nova 
Constellation series, though undoubtedly some individual 
collectors are keeping their own records. Among the finest of 
this type auctioned in recent years was Lot #1042 in B&M’s 8 
97 Rarities Sale, a Choice AU. 


The Seventh Annual C-4 Convention Sale, November 10, 2001 


420. 1783 NOVA CONSTELATIO CROSBY 3-C (R-3) 
VF35 121.4 gns. Small US Blunt Ray Type. Mid to deep golden 
hields, raised points contrasting a lighter gold. Essentially smooth 


though lightly granular, perhaps just slightly more so over 


LIBERTAS. Some taint old scratches right below the wreath 
directly above US, but even they are barely worth noting. 
Retlective surfaces, a pleasing coin. 


421. 
VF30 124.3 gns. Small US Blunt Ray Type. Light olive brown, 
smooth and reflective. Just a few minor contact marks, and tiny 
obverse rim tics at 12:00, 1:00, and 5:00. Comes with Breen 
signed Colonial American Coin Club certificate where it states: 
VF, light edge dents. 





422. 1783 NOVA CONSTELATIO CROSBY 3-C (R-3) 
VF20 117.8 gns. Small US Blunt Ray Type. Chocolate brown, 
slightly darker along lower wreath and a couple of other spots. 
Generally smooth and reflective 





423. 
VF20 111.9 gns. Small US Blunt Ray Type. Straight clip at 
2:00 obverse. Dark Chocolate brown contrasting with lighter 
brown high points, those perhaps a tad too orange indicating an 
old cleaning that’s rapidly becoming ancient history. Smooth 
and reflective, a few very light reverse scratches, minor and not 
readily apparent. Attractive. 


424. 1785 NOVA CONSTELATIO CROSBY 1-B (R-4) 
VF20 122.0 gns. Script US Blunt Ray Type, with Constellatio 
spelled with only one “L”. By far the scarcest of the standard 
issue Red Book Types. Olive green fields with chocolate devices. 
Slightly grainy but overall smooth and reflective. 
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425. 1785 NOVA CONSTELATIO CROSBY 1-B (R-4) 
F18 114.8 gns. Script US Blunt Ray Type. Light chocolate and 
reflective, with even light granularity and no problem more 
serious than scattered contact marks and two minor rim tics. US 
somewhat softly struck. 


323 “ 
426. 1785 NOVA CONSTELATTIO CROSBY 2-A (R-5) 
EF40 122.2 gens. A Script US Pointed Ray variety as are all to 
follow. By far the nicest example of this variety we have ever 
had the pleasure to offer and it almost certainly is among the 
finest known of this scarce variety. Smooth medium to light 
chocolate brown surfaces that are completely problem free. Most 
remarkable are the centers; what might seem to be a weak strike 
on both sides is just the opposite. This is among the strongest 
strikes of this variety known. This Sale offers the undoubtedly 
unique opportunity to directly compare 4 examples of this still 
scarce variety, made possible only because it combines holdings 
from several specialized collections that contained it along with 
more common Nova’s. Three out of the four here offered are to 
varying degrees stronger than typically found (while the other is 
on achoice planchet). M&G offered important examples of C.2- 
A in both our 1995 and 1996 C4 Sales as lots #500 and #516 
respectively. The first was marginally stronger with nice surfaces 
but bent. The second was also choice but weaker than this. The 
descriptions for both those lots list prior auction appearances of 
coins inferior to both of them, and we are still unaware of a 
specimen finer to this ever sold publicly. However that does 
not rule out the existence of other choice high end examples in 
private collections. Crosby 2-A is frequently referred to as the 
Small Date Type, for the obvious reason. Until fairly recently it 
was thought that C.2-A was the rarest of the standard 1783 and 
1785 issues (a distinction now known to belong to C.4-C), and 
frequently it is still found cataloged as such 
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427. 1785 NOVA CONSTELATTIO CROSBY 2-A (R-5) 
VF30 115.1 gns. Script US Pointed Ray Type. Another unusually 
nice example. Smooth and reflective light brown surfaces that 
are lightly waxed. Each side has small areas of ruddy toning, 
and there is one small darker spot by the S of LIBERTAS. One 
minute rim crimp right of the date. This is the Steinberg coin, 
about equal in detail to the example offered in our 1996 C4 Sale 
though that had a slight edge on surfaces. Ex Stack’s 10/89 Gilbert 
Steinberg Sale Lot #66 Ticket not included 


428. 1785 NOVA CONSTELATTIO CROSBY 2-A (R-5) 
VF20 118.7 gns. A Script US Pointed Ray Type. Medium brown 
with fine microscopic porosity and somewhat dull surfaces. US 
here still legible but weak, with a small pit inside the S containing 
verdigris. Reverse has several small pits within the star burst 
also with spots of verdigris, and a few others within the legend. 
A number of rim nicks also, most evident from reverse. 






429. 
VG10 116.0 gns. A Script US Pointed Type. Choice medium 
chocolate planchet, problem free for the grade. Full legends 
and date. Centers are weak but traces can be made out. 


430. 
AUS3 110.8 gns. Script US Pointed Ray Type. A perfect coin. 
Choice, problem free light brown surfaces, perfectly centered 
and struck. Even the rims are perfectly intact (hopefully this 
will never be slabbed so that fact can always be appreciated). 
Rather late obverse die state (see die state progression set that 
will follow). Suitable for any collection that can afford it, 
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431. 1785 NOVA CONSTELLATIO 
AUSO 121.2 gns. Script US Pointed Ray Type. Another lovely 
example, except for several unfortunate light pin scratches across 


reverse. Honey brown smooth & glossy w/rim tic @ 3:00 reverse. 





432. 1785 NOVA CONSTELLATIO CROSBY 3-B (R-1) 
VF20 109.4 gns. Script US Pointed Ray Type. This coin from 
the significantly scarcer early obverse die state, without the die 
rust that typically unites the rays and distorts the letters. The 
obverse here did not fully strike up, and the central eye is ill 
defined, but most other details are strong. Light brown, smooth 
and glossy. Problem free other than one scratch near the rim 
after NOVA. For one of the finest known early die state examples 
of this variety see the PCGS AUS55 example that was lot #468 in 
our 1997 C4 Sale. 
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433. 1785 NOVA CONSTELLATIO CROSBY 3-B (R-1) 
VF20 98.6 gns. Script US Pointed Ray Type. Deep olive green 
surfaces with tan highlighting. Several small rim bruises at the 
reverse top with a rough patch at and below RTAS, otherwise 
smooth and reflective. Middle obverse die state, with significant 
die rust present but without the cracks at N of NOVA. 
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434. 
VF35 113.4 gns. Script US Pointed Ray Type. Even medium to 
light brown toning. Smooth pleasing surfaces with one minor & 
hidden dig on each side, easily ignored if found at all. Two or 
three small faint ruddy spots within the legends of the dated side. 
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435. 1785 NOVA CONSTELLATIO CROSBY 3-B (R-1) 
F12 113.1 gns. Script US Pointed Ray Type. This coin from the 
scarce very late die states. Struck on a pleasing planchet with 
nice light color and fairly smooth surfaces. A few tiny rim tics 
around 1:00 obverse but essentially problem free. Technically 
this may be stronger than the assigned grade, with full clear 
legends and date, but the obverse die is sunken in this state and 
the center is quite weak. Reverse shows massive die rust and 
two die breaks from the rim above the N of NOVA, one touching 
the right upright of the N, the other crossing the left upright and 
running down into the field. 





436. CROSBY 4-C (High 
R-5) VF20 109.8 gns. Script US Pointed Ray Type. The rarest 
die variety in the conventional Nova Constellatio series (which 
excludes the 1786 date), thus the key to the standard issues. 
Though it occurs below most peoples radar, Nova C. fanatics 
(admittedly a small group) are avidly hunting for this die variety 
at bourses across America, and a coin of this quality is bound to 
get their attention. Lovely honey brown toning on a smooth 
glossy planchet. Relatively well struck with just the top of several 
legend letters slightly soft. Technically not problem free, but 
the problems this does have are quite minor, especially given 
the eye appeal that this coin possesses. There are a few tiny digs 
mixed in around the perimeter with the few micro voids that are 
in the planchet. We have no CC information for this variety, 
though Tony Carlotto does have a stronger VF illustrated on a 
plate he prepared. Our 1998 C4 Sale had an overall weaker VF 
as lot #433. Given the reception that nice Fines have gotten 
from specialized collectors who were offered them in the past, 
this grade level is hard to surpass. The fact that this is the only 
C.4-C being offered in a Sale containing approximately 40 Nova 
Constellatios drawn from several collections should provide a 
clue to its relative scarcity. (Here’s a trivia question, name a 
common 2 syllable English word that contains 4 S’s. Clue: To 
make this easy, it’s plural form was used in this lot description) 
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437. 1785 NOVA CONSTELLATIO CROSBY 4-D (R-5) 
F1I5 121.2 gns. Script US Pointed Rays Type. Pleasing light 
chocolate toned coin, planchet smooth and reflective and lacking 
in significant problems. Like C.2-A, this is a scarce variety, but 





438. 1785 NOVA CONSTELLATIO CROSBY 5-E (R-3) 
VF30 108.8 gns. Script US Pointed Rays Type. We begin a 
three piece die state set with a choice coin struck from relatively 
early states of both dies. Glossy problem free predominantly 
light brown surfaces, with just a slightly darker toning spot at 
the upper U of US, and another tiny one at the E of LIBERTAS. 
Even in this state, in this grade, the strike is mushy, lacking 
definition on the reverse near the rim in particular. A mushy 
strike is actually usually diagnostic for a C.S5-E 





439. 
F18 115.6 gns. Script US Pointed Rays Type. Here we move on 
to late die states. Glossy light brown toning with some darker 
spots on the reverse, the surface again smooth but this time with 
some reverse digs. One is on the left upright of the central U, 
another near the rim at 9:00, one after ET, and another between 
the U and S of JUSTICA, plus two or three more. All of these 
are small, as are two in the obverse rays. The date is now failing, 
with blobs replacing 85. Unevenly struck with weakness at 
NOVA.. 
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440. 1785 NOVA CONSTELLATIO CROSBY 5-E (R-3) 
VF20 121.5 gns. Script US Pointed Rays Type. This is a very 
late die state. TICA through the date are virtually gone. Ata 
glance it might appear to be worn but the details in that area 
have been lost due to a deteriorated die. Aside from the weak 
definition this is a pleasing coin, medium brown and smooth 
without significant problems. Obverse is off center with NOVA 
half off the planchet. 








441. 1785 NOVA CONSTELLATIO CROSBY 5-E (R-3) 
EF40 125.2 gns. Script US Pointed Rays Type. While not part 
of the previous set this is a good example of this variety found 
about as sharp as it gets. Very dark olive brown and glossy. The 
surface is slightly grainy but essentially smooth, other than 
unevenness caused by the actual die. Also slightly off center 
with NOVA right against the edge. 


es 





442. 
VF20 107.0 gns. Script US Pointed Rays Type. Finally we 
have this tan, glossy, and problem free example. And it also is 
struck from the late die states of dies that seemingly were never 
crisp to begin with. We have just completed a classic display of 
technical grading for better or for worse. This is a pleasing 
example of a Crosby 5-E in Very Fine condition based on the 
degree of circulation it likely has seen. This is how a nice Very 
Fine C.5-E looks when itis in this die state, which is pretty much 
the way a nice common die state Crosby 3-B looks when it is in 
Fine condition. As Higley was known to say of his Coppers: 
“Value me as you please”. 
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443. 1783 NOVA CONSTELLATIO TYPE COIN TRIO. 
Includes the Large and Small Pointed Ray Types, and the Blunt 
Ray Type, in that order: Crosby 1-A (R-1) VGIO 137.9 gns. 
Dark brown fields, lighter highlights with even porosity on both 
sides. Reflective but waxed. Free of marks with full legends 
and date though weak at points. WITH Crosby 2-B (R-1) VG8 
120.9 gns. Deep olive green patina with contrasting medium 
brown and small ruddy spots. Rough at points, smooth at others, 
but more smooth than rough. Obverse the stronger side but all 
legends and date legible to clear and at some points strong for 
the grade. WITH Crosby 3-C (R-3) VF20 119.2 gns. Very dark 
brown fields, brighter at obverse high points. Both sides granular 
w/some areas a bit more porous. 


444. 1785 NOVA CONSTELLATIO THREE COIN 
POINTED RAY VARIETY SET. Includes: Crosby 2-A (R-5) 
VF25 114.4 gns. Nice planchet and strong for the variety (small 
date) but terribly scratched in a number of places both obverse 
and reverse with a large dug out pit left of the date. Script US 
fairly legible. Dark brown with highlights, before the damage 
this would have been called very smooth. WITH Crosby 3-B 
(R-1) EF40 110.1 gns. Medium brown with sharp detail but 
surfaces are significantly granular from uniform fine porosity. 
No other problems. WITH Crosby 4-D (R-5) VG10 110.9 gns. 
Mostly light chocolate brown, surfaces rough from even porosity. 
Almost all of the legends, & the date are at least legible & strong. 





(1785) USA BAR COPPER [PCGS AUS50] AUS50. 
There is no established rarity rating for these coins, but few early 
American type coins are as popular with collectors as Bar 


445. 


Coppers, or “Cents” as they are also sometimes called. This ts a 
lovely example with smooth honey brown surfaces, certainly 
nicer than most seen, including some others we have seen given 
this same grade by PCGS. Ex U.S. Marshals Sale, Boston 7/00 
Lot #22 No Ticket. Not now. Not ever. 
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446. 1787 IMMUNIS COLUMBIA [PCGS AU50] AUS0. 
Smooth chocolate brown planchet (lighter at a few reverse high 
points) that is problem free other than one or two small rim tics 
that are well masked by the plastic holder. Well struck, with both 
ot the scales of justice quite clear. Roughly half the date falls off 
the flan, which is typical as the planchet stock used was not 
large enough for the die. An excellent example of a scarcer and 
popular type coin. 59. Ex U.S. Marshals Sale, Boston 7/00 Lot 
#59 No Ticket. Not now. Not ever 


447. 1787 IMMUNIS COLUMBIA F12 139.8 gns. Dark 
brown, almost black, and quite rough from significant porosity 
and micro pitting on both sides. The obverse has both full legends 
and a full date which is unusual since it takes near perfect 
centering for all to even barely fit on the planchets used which 
were too small for the dies. Usually half of the date falls off. 
There is no established rarity rating for this type, but low rarity 
5 to high rarity 4 might be a good guess. 


448. 1787 AUCTORI PLEBIS VF20 117.5 gns. Smooth 
reflective light chocolate brown surfaces. A few contact marks 
in the left obverse field, none major. Late obverse die state, 
with the E of PLEBIS now lacking. 


449. 1787 NOVA EBORAC - FIGURE FACING RIGHT 
VF25 116.1 gns. Technical grade only. Extensive microscopic 
porosity has corroded much of the obverse patina making it quite 
dull. Primarily dark gray olive in color. The reverse also has 
some microscopic porosity but much less so. That side appears 
reasonably smooth and sharp with the detail undisturbed. Typical 
die break at lower right. 
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450. 1787 NOVA EBORAC - FIGURE FACING LEFT 
EF40 123.8 gns. Medium to dark brown, smooth and glossy. 
The obverse has a thin sprinkling of micro striae natural to the 
planchet, as made. The obverse legend is strong except for the 
very top of NOV where it fades. The reverse is even smoother, 
lacking the striae except at the far lower. More important, detail 
is consistently strong. All of the legends are full and clear. Liberty 
has facial and hair detail, and the date is completely full as well. 
This is struck from an early reverse die state, by far the rarest. 
Perhaps 15% of Reverse Left Nova Eboracs show a full date. 





ith 

451. 1787 NOVA EBORAC - LARGE HEAD [PCGS 
VF20] (Low R-6) F18. A distinct and rare Red Book Type coin. 
It is impossible to imagine choicer color or surfaces than that 
displayed on this coin. The tan toning is extremely unusual fora 
Nova Eborac of any type, and highly desirable as such, as 
typically these coins are dark in color. The surfaces are hard and 
glossy. However there is a small unnatural circular depression 
on the obverse only at the back of the Bust’s neck, near the bow 
of the ribbon. The left legends on the obverse are weak, with 
only VA full. No accurate count for this distinctive type has been 
compiled, either for a rarity rating, or for a Condition Census, 
though this coin does not rise to a grade that might qualify fora 
potential CC status. Gary Trudgen published a study on Nova 
Eboracs in The Colonial Newsletter Volume 31, No. 3 in 
September 1991. At that time those finest know to him included 
one mint state and two AU’s, and he estimated 25 to 30 extant. 
As an aside for those needing help in identifying this type from 
the standard obverse head type, the easiest clue lies on the reverse. 
The outline of the shield has a distinct highly scalloped design, 
unlike that found on standard varieties. Ex U.S. Marshals Sale, 
Boston 7/00 Lot #43 No Ticket. Not now. Not ever 
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452. 1789 MOTT TOKEN - THICK PLANCHET - AUS55 
163.5 gns. Late Die State, with the cud on the clock. Light 
chocolate brown surfaces with original luster. Obverse is problem 
free though slightly off center to the left. The numerals on the 
clock face are still visible. The die state is not so late as to have 
the heavy build up of die rust in the obverse fields. The reverse 
has several fine pin scratches, the primary reason for not grading 
this coin Mint State. The eagle, though well struck is not fully 
struck, but very few of them are that were struck on thick planchet 
stock. The scratches are easily missed. One runs diagonally 
down to the right from each wing, with another from the left 
wing to the . None have visual impact. A choice coin. 


453. 1789 MOTT TOKEN - THICK PLANCHET - AU50 
167.7 gns. Late Die State, with the cud on the clock. Nice 
chocolate brown surfaces, with a dark area near the left center 
rim. Smoother than average for this die state, with less peripheral 
die rust evident than typically seen. One rim bruise at 1:00. 


454. 1789 MOTT TOKEN - THICK PLANCHET - EF40 
164.3 gns. Late Die State, with the cud on the clock. 
Predominantly smooth pleasing chocolate brown surfaces but 
pin scratched on both sides, obverse through the center, and 
reverse at base of the eagle 


455. (1792-4) KENTUCKY TOKEN - PLAIN EDGE 
AUS58 149.1 gns. Light brown with hard flashy surfaces. Just 
some trace rub at the scroll away from being mint state, with 
very few contact marks. 





456. (1792-4) KENTUCKY TOKEN - PLAIN EDGE 
[PCGS AUS55] AUSS. A nice high end circulated piece. Medium 
brown with pleasing glossy surfaces and just a small scattering 
of light contact marks. 





D-15 
known Nova Eborac Varieties. The photo plates have been 
hardbound by the author Tony Carlotta. All proceeds from this 
lot go to C-4. 








A unique hardbound reference illustrating the four 








457. (1792-4) KENTUCKY TOKEN - ENGRAILED 
EDGE- BREEN 1162 (R-6) EF40 127.8 gns. Nice and glossy 
chocolate brown over most of the surfaces, but with a major 
flaw in from the rim at 8:00, a problem seldom encountered 
with any Kentucky Token. Also scratched below arm with several 
small pit flaws surrounding the scroll and arm area. Two small 
relatively inconspicuous shallow scrapes on the reverse, and 
several rim tics at three locations along the reverse rim. This is 
a rare and major subtype in the Kentucky Token series, though 
the exact rating used here is only an informed guess. 


458. 1862 109.4 gens. 
A lovely coin with hard light chocolate surfaces with mint luster 
and faded hints of mint color. Late obverse die state with cuds 
formed within the press. The obverse is totally choice. Surfaces 
on the reverse are just as lovely, except near FRANKLIN where 
small spots of corrosion must have been dug out leaving several 
tiny pits and light pin scratches in a confined area. 


459. 1794 TALBOT ALLUM & LEE EF40 155.5 gns. 
Standard Variety, with New York and conventional edge lettering. 
An even dark chocolate brown, with smooth glossy surfaces. 
Perhaps one or two faint scratches on each side, but well above 
average surfaces for the grade. An attractive circulated example. 
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460. - WITH NY - 
PLAIN EDGE BREEN 1033 (R-7) VF20 161.4 gns. This is 
an extremely rare sub variety in the Talbot series. Standard 1794 
TA&L’s have NEW YORK on the upper reverse, with an edge 
inscribed: PAYABLE AT THE STORE OF. This coin however 
never received edge lettering. At the time of publication, Breen 
listed a total of perhaps 7 plain edge issues known in his 
comprehensive encyclopedia. Undoubtedly that number by now 
has grown through additional discoveries, but a continued Rarity 
7 rating still seems appropriate. This coin is pale golden olive, 
with dark brown toning shadowing some areas. Possibly once 
cleaned and now retoned. Two closely adjacent scratches run 
vertically in the left obverse field, otherwise the coin is very 
smooth and appealing. Actually this coin is a sub variety of a 
sub variety, as Breen designated two separate classification 
numbers for 1794 Plain Edge TA&L’s., this and Breen #1031. 
Many collectors don’t realize that more than one reverse die was 
used for production of the standard 1794 With NEW YORK 
issues. Sometimes these are distinguished by the size of the 
ampersand (& sign) used. This reverse uses the small ampersand, 
but even that is further sub divided. This coin employs the rarest 
variant, that with the N of New York far to the left of the A in 
ALBUM. The actual current population of this specific sub 
variety is not known, but it can be assumed to be below 5. 
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461. 1795 TALBOT ALLUM & LEE AUS58 158.7 gns. 
Standard lettered edge. Choice. This is a true slider Unc., it 
must have slid across a display case once or twice too often. 
Detail is exquisite, and this coin retains virtually full mint luster. 
Though toned a consistent warm light brown, darker toning shifts 


at a few obverse high points betray its lack of true virginal status. 






462. PROMISSORY 
(STORK) MULE BREEN 1043 MS63 152.1 gns. Warehouse 
Edge. A lovely example of this relatively available muling. Yes 
there is the barest hint of rub on the obverse but we chose to 
ignore it since it is so difficult to notice anyway. Surfaces are 






463. 1794 TALBOT ALLUM & LEE/ JOHN HOWARD 
MULE BREEN 1049 AUS50 118.7 gns. London Edge. Even 
chocolate brown with one green toning spot at HN under 
Howard’s bust. Both sides strike up flat in this muling, here 
Howard is a bit stronger than usual. A tiny trail of faint tics run 
down his coat to just short of the rim 6:00, otherwise problem 
free. 


464. 
ORIGINAL DIES: SECOND RESTRIKE, BREEN 1064 
MINT STATE 185.2 gns. ARGENT on edge with reeding over 
it. All characteristics of original dies present. Lovely and flashy 
problem free surfaces. Silver just lightly toned with some hints 
of color. 
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465. “1796” COPPER CASTORLAND MEDAL - 
ORIGINAL OBVERSE & COPY REVERSE DIES: THIRD 
RESTRIKE, BREEN 1067 MINT STATE 189.6 gns. CUIVRE 
on edge with reeding over it. All characteristics of original 
obverse die present. Mahogany brown choice brilliant surfaces 
with razor sharp features. The French Mint still makes Castorland 
Restrikes in all metals, 20th Century and later Restrikes have a 
matte finish and both dies used are copies. 





466. 1799 AMERICAN COMMUNION TOKEN: 
ASSOCIATED CHURCH, PHILADELPHIA BREEN 1178, 
CRESSWELL 4953 - WHITE METAL - STRONG VERY 
FINE 94.7 gns. Called extremely rare in Breen, this is the first 
example of this issue that this cataloger has encountered. Not to 
be confused with the 1799 Associated Church New York 
Communion Token which, while rare, does seemingly become 
available once every year or two. The two seem certainly to be 
related as they are identical in all aspects other than the city 
named; both using the same “planchets”, layout, and script 
lettering. Struck in lead, but Iam not sure what exact composition 
was used hence the use of the all purpose White Metal 
designation. Though the surfaces are grainy below the raised 
borders these come with, detail is bold, at least compared to the 
average New York variant one is likely to see offered. Surfaces 
are free of unseemly marks. This could just as well be called 
Extremely Fine I suppose. Though Communion Tokens were 
widely used in Scotland, for instance, they were not common in 


America, and the vast majority of the relatively small number of 


varieties used date to the 19th, not 18th century. Of the few 18th 
century issues known, the Albany Church Penny is of course 
most famous, but it isn’t the rarest. This most likely is rarer than 
an Albany Church Penny.. Many American Communion Tokens 
are undated, though most of those have been traced back to issuers 
through church records among other things. Some 18th century 
issues are among those undated, so a chance to obtain an 
American Communion Token dated in the 1700's is always a 
special opportunity. Especially a rare one. 


D-16 The Culpepper minutemen of Virginia used this pattern in 
1775 in the Battle of the Great Bridge at Norfolk, Virginia in 
December 9, 1775. All proceeds from this lot go to C-4. 










SOME MIXED TYPE GROUP LOTS 


467. VIRGINIA CONNECTICUT AND VERMONT 
TRIO. Includes: 1773 VIRGINIA HALFPENNY - NO 
PERIOD TYPE- F12 109.3 gns. Smooth and problem free for 
the grade with medium brown surfaces. WITH 1788 CT M.2-D 
(R-1) EF45 123.6 gns. Just a tech grade, but a true tech grade 
might even be higher. Obverse medium brown with one black 
toning streak. Struck on a truly wretched planchet, the reverse 
looks like it’s been mined for precious minerals, and it’s all as 
made. WITH 1787 VT R.. 14 (R-3) F12 112.7 gns. All devices 
and legends present and accounted for, including the date. Steely 
golden brown and reflective, obverse with fine porosity, reverse 
rougher. 


468. FOUR COIN COLONIAL TYPE SET: Includes: 
1766 PITT TOKEN VF30 81.6 gns. With some detail of a 
higher grade still. Traces of silvering still on surfaces at points, 
generally golden brown.. Coin has been subject to some selective 
fine corrosive pitting, a real problem around outside rim, but 
especially on the reverse where it is liberally sprinkled causing a 
few words of the right reverse legend to now appear incuse. Two 
large vertical scratches in the left obverse field. Central detail 
holds up rather well. WITH 1783 NOVA CONSTELLATIO C.3- 
C (R-3) EF40 118.3 gns. Sharp detail on a coin with evenly 
granular surface that are not totally lacking in flash. A few 
obverse specs of verdigris, with two spots on the reverse. No 
other problems. WITH 1787 NOVA EBORAC - REVERSE 
RIGHT F12 105.7 gns. Smooth rather glossy obverse toned a 
light to medium olive brown, reverse mostly the same but with 
old deep green verdigris along the left rim from 8:00 to 12:00, 
and again at 2:00 and 4:00 with some additional shadowing of 
Liberty. Date faint but present. WITH 1787 NOVA EBORAC - 
REVERSE LEFT VF20 124.7 gns. Medium brown, both sides 
evenly grainy from fine porosity. Deposits of hardened bright 
green verdigris at center of reverse, date mostly legible, 


469. A NORTHEAST COLONIAL TRIO. Includes: 
1786 NJ M.16-L (R-1) G6 137.0 gns Reverse probably still 
has technical grade of a Fine but the obverse especially is too 
rough to go above G6, even technically. Medium brown and 
black obverse, reverse includes dashes of reds and yellow. The 
date can be read. WITH 1788 VT R. 17 (High R-4) VF20 118.4. 
The reverse still looks like a VF although it has extensive even, 
and extremely fine, porosity. Obverse burial resulted in parts of 
the top layer of the planchet flaking away in addition to having 
the underlying porosity. The deeper layer is orange brown, while 
the remaining parts of the top layer, like the reverse, is deep 
olive. WITH 1794 Talbot Allum and Lee VG10 146.2 gns. 
Smooth and reflective mid chocolate brown. Obverse has light 
possible graffiti, three thin I’s, one to the left, the others to the 
right of Lady commerce. It’s possible they are random scratches. 
Reverse has a neat (but known) die break mostly covering the 
TA below it of the left lower legend and extending over the bow 
of the ship. 
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470. A PAIRING OF TWO DIFFERING NOVAS. 
Includes: 1785 NOVA CONSTELLATIO CROSBY 3-B (R- 
1) EF40 105.9 gns. Again only a pure technical grade, this coin 
has been trashed both by Mother Nature and her misbehaving 
kids. Reverse with a multitude of pin scratches over the lower 
half of the coin, also numerous pits filled with green verdigris. 
Reverse has extensive and deep pits between NOVA and 
CONSTELLATIO, some with verdigris inside. The remaining 
areas are dark brown and pleasing enough. Late obverse die 
state complete with breaks. WITH 1787 NOVA EBORAC - 
REVERSE LEFT G4 116.0 gns. Obverse mostly smooth, only 
right legend is readable, and a dent comes through in lower right 
field from a deep puncture like dent on the reverse, Late die 
state, only LIB readable. 


471. FIVE COIN COLONIAL TYPE SET. Includes: 
“1781 NORTH AMERICAN TOKEN VEF30 112.6 gns. Nice 
smooth planchet stock toned light brown with minimal scattered 
roughness. Ship side though has black toning at upper left rim 
and several other smaller spots, with some above surface deposits 
developing within COM and thereabouts. WITH 1783 NOVA 
CONSTELLATIO CROSBY 3-C (R-3) VF35 109.7 gns. Blunt 
Ray Type. Chocolate brown and glossy enhanced by wax. 
Obverse with granular porosity, reverse smoother at center but 
with corroded areas near the rims between 8:00 and 3:00. WITH 
1785 NOVA CONSTELLATIO CROSBY 3-B (R-1) VF30 110.9 
gns. Pointed Ray Type. Mottled medium brown with areas of 
blacker toning. Fairly reflective, surfaces tend to be smooth 
towards the centers and rough around the legends, WITH (1792- 
4) KENTUCKY TOKEN - LANCASTER EDGE F15 186.3 gns. 
Very dark brown with somewhat lighter splotches, probably 
retoned. Pyramid side relatively smooth and problem free. Scroll 
side has a number of pits of differing sizes, moderate to small, 
scattered about for the most part away from the center. WITH 
1794 TALBOT ALLUM AND LEE F12 132.2 gns. Medium 
brown, a bit dull with microscopic porosity on both sides. Earlier 
(with the plain edge TA&L) we discussed the existence of sub 
varieties in the Talbot series. Well here’s one for you attributed 
by our consignor (and we're taking his word for it). We offer 
you Breen 1032, 2nd variety, Fuld 3. 


472. FIVE OBSCURE, TANGENTIAL, AND/OR 
UNIDENTIFIED COINS: Includes a 179_ (something) 
SILVER 2 REALES from somewhere, probably around a G4. 
Fairly smooth WITH 1775 COUNTERFEIT BRITISH 
HALFPENNY VG8 Dark and somewhat porous. WITH 1797 
FUGIO. Poor Grade.. It’s been brutally holed and seriously 
scratched and can’t really be attributed because there is so little 
detail left but it is a Pointed Ray Type. WITH 1787 DBL CT 
Unattributed AG3. This one has a date and probably can be 
attributed. Fairly smooth, not so bad. WITH 178_ (something) 
DBL CT Unattributed Fair Grade. Outline of Bust is there and 
parts of some obverse letters. The obverse is by far the stronger 


side. 
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473. SEVEN LOW GRADE BUT STILL 
COLLECTIBLE COLONIALS: Includes: 1723 WOODS 
HIBERNIA HALFPENNY F12, Medium brown and quite 
porous but full clear legends and date. WITH 1723/22 WOODS 
HIBERNIA HALFPENNY F12. Dark and quite granular but 
full clear legends and date except the granularity makes it hard 
to clearly see the overdate. WITH 1760 VOCE POPULI N.4 
FI5. Dark gray brown and dull surfaces with patches of 
significant porosity but full clear legends and date, WITH “1781” 
NORTH AMERICA TOKEN G6. Smooth and reflective light 
brown planchet without full clear legends (they are partial though 
more there than not) but the date is full and clear, Scratch at top 
of Ship side, WITH “1781” NORTH AMERICA TOKEN VG8. 
Back to dark and dull. More detail but very porous. Date is 
readable. WITH 1783 NOVA CONSTELLATIO C.2-B (R-1) 
G6. Small US, Pointed Ray Type. Dark brown, porous but 
reflective. Date and legends readable, US is missing. WITH 
1783 NOVA CONSTELLATIO C.3-C G6. Blunt Rays Type. 
Very granular and dull, medium brown. Bright green verdigris 
between half of the rays but legends and date though weak are 
readable. 
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THE COINS OF JOHN GRIFFEE’S 
“COLONIAL COINS” - OUR HERITAGE EXHIBIT 


Over the years many of you have had the pleasure of viewing 
John Griffee’s traveling exhibit on U.S. Colonial Coins. Given 
both that John and his lovely wife like to travel, and given that 
John likes to talk, it was a perfect arrangement. John designed 
his display with the road in mind, and he took it with him to coin 
club meetings and coin shows across the country where, we might 
add, it won a number of awards, and where John was able to 
personally introduce the joy of . Colonials to many new collectors. 
Since the road tends not to be as safe as a bank vault, the coins 
John used for his exhibit were carefully selected to avoid 
excessive fear of theft. Thus, with the exception of the Virginia 
Halfpenny, these coins are all in circulated grades. On occasion 
John happened upon a decent electrotype that would serve his 
purpose, and in it went also. Now the exhibit is ready to be 
retired, or perhaps not. The following ten lots consist of the 9 
coins that made up the display and all of the paraphernalia that 
went with it and made it work. And that would include: Heavy 
duty travel box, red cloth mounted board for display background, 
title card, printed description background display cards, ten 
matching cloth covered platforms for coins, printed “COPY” 
tags, photo guides for layout, | & 1/2 yards extra material for 
exhibit expansion, card listing awards won. Pretty thorough, 
huh? Sounds like the mind of a man who designs attribution 
systems for a couple of hundred St. Patrick Farthings in his free 
time, doesn’t it? Here is how we will proceed. Each of the 9 
coins present from John’s exhibit will be conditionally sold in 9 
individual lots. At the end of that round of bidding we will tally 
up the at that point winning bids and add an additional 10% to 
that figure. The revised total represents the minimum bid needed 
to win the tenth lot, which is the chance to own the whole exhibit 
intact, including all of the coins in the 9 previous lots complete 
with all of the related display materials listed above. In other 
words, a winning bid for the tenth lot, having equaled or exceeded 
the necessary minimum determined for the lot, will cancel out 
the conditional sale of each of the nine preceding individual coins 
from John Griffee’s exhibit. 


474. “1663” SOMMER ISLAND SHILLING - CAST 
COPY OF A DICKESON RESTRIKE EF40 204.8 gns. Now 
this is they type of coin that you just might not feel comfortable 
traveling around the country with if it were real, even if it was 
circulated. White metal, or dark metal made to look white. 
Though genuine Sommer Islands coins were made from copper, 
they did receive silver washes when new. This coin is ina whole 
lot better shape than any real one you will ever get to buy. 


475. 1722 ROSA AMERICANA PENNY - NELSON 12 
VG10 109.5 gns. Medium golden olive, brighter bath metal 
coloration showing through at a few points. More than acceptably 
smooth for a lower grade piece, just some traces of microscopic 
porosity. Isolated area of weakness in the legend on each side, 
but most of each is clear (including almost all of ROSA 
AMERICANA), as is the date.. 
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476. 1723 WOODS HIBERNIA HALFPENNY - BREEN 
155 VF20 107.1 gns. Nice detail. Mostly deep olive toning 
with some ruddy areas also, and spots where hardened deep green 
verdigris is visible, most noticeably near Hibernia’s branch arm. 
Granular but not badly over much of the surface. 





477. 1773 VIRGINIA HALFPENNY - NEWMAN 27-J 
MS63 114.3 gns. Lovely light golden brown toning on hard 
glossy surfaces with tinges of mint color hugging some letters 
and devices. A nice strong strike and blessedly free of toning 
spots. It’s even attributed to Newman’s variety numbers (there 
actually are over two dozen varieties of Virginia Halfpence). 
Very attractive. 


478. 1783 NOVA CONSTELLATIO CROSBY 2-B (R- 
1) VF35 122.8 gns. A pleasing coin, surfaces are medium to 
light brown, smooth with gloss. The US, though weaker than 
other legends, is clearly visible and there are no striae on the 
planchet. Small scratch at top of the U of US and another at L 
of LIBERTAS. Rim dinged at 1:00 and 1:30 from obverse, but 
nothing a slab wouldn’t hide. A good Type coin. Ex B&M 11/92 
Sale Lot #23 Ticket included. 





479. 1788 MASSACHUSETTS HALF CENT R.1-B (R- 
1) VF35 82.9 gns Light chocolate brown and free of all contact 
marks but with scattered fine porosity on both sides. Evenly 
struck with a strong HALF CENT on the reverse shield. Pleasing 
to the naked eye. 


480. (1792-4) KENTUCKY TOKEN - ELECTROTYPE 
EF45 152.9 gns. Pale chocolate brown with some microscopic 
porosity. 


481. 1787 CONNECTICUT DBL M.30-hh.1 (R-1) VF20 
137.9 gns. Mix of medium and lighter browns. Surfaces are 
grainy but remain reflective. A depression obscures part of OR 
of AUCTORI. Two or three tiny flaws on the obverse head. 
Small reverse dig in field left of neck. 


482. 1787 FUGIO - BECKER ELECTROTYPE EF40 
160.5 gns. Pointed Ray Type, STATES UNITED. Steely brown, 


both sides with microscopic porosity. 
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THE WHOLE SHEBANG., Includes: The previous 9 lots of 
Colonial coins and electrotypes from John Griffees exhibit WITH 
all of the stuff we listed above that was used to actually set up 
the exhibit. Take it all. 
enemies, educate the masses, but most of all, have fun (hope 


Dazzle your triends, confuse your 


you drove here). Remember, anyone who “purchased” any of 
the prior lots will have that purchase nullified, that’s right 
nullified, if someone else’s bid qualifies to win this lot by offering 
at least 10% more then the total of the winning bids for the 
preceding 9 lots combined Bidding will start as soon as someone 
finds a calculator so we can figure out what the number is that 
we need to start this at. 






483. 
gns. The early die state, with no sign of the reverse die break. 
Both sides smooth and toned a warm medium to light brown 
Not much to be said against this coin. Slight reverse rim bruise 
at 1:00, a very fine pin scratch form reverse rim at 12:00 to branch 
hand, and a tiny bit of grunge within the O of POPULI. 


484. 1783 GEORGIUS TRIUMPHO TOKEN VF335 | 28.7 
gns. Not the early die state, as the reverse break has begun rising 
from the bars, but most of the die rust in the fields that frequently 
make even the highest grade pieces rough, has not yet appeared 
on the scene. Smooth and appealing light brown surfaces. Very 
choice for the grade. Ex M&G 11/00 C4 Sale Lot 480. 


485. 
gns. Not the early die state, but again not the latest either. The 
reverse die break has risen but there is little or no die rust on the 
obverse, a moderate amount in the lower left reverse field. Deep 
golden olive fields, most of the devices and legends of a lighter 
tone. Smooth and reflective, another nice example. 


486. 1783 GEORGIUS TRIUMPHO TOKEN VEF35 118.2 
gns. Mostly a warm honey brown with a ruddy area primarily 
over GEORG. Surfaces were intrinsically smooth but they are 
now literally uneven, seemingly lightly dented in more than one 
place. One is at the obverse cheek, another is a small crimp at 
top of coin, another on Britannia’s face. Small rough patch on 
obverse head, and rim nicked at 1:00 reverse. 
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487. “1783” (c. 1815-1820) WASHINGTON DRAPED 
BUST CENT - NO BUTTON - BAKER 2 BREEN 1189 VF30 
111.6 gns. Generally nice chocolate brown surfaces, one dig in 
field right of Liberty. 


488. 1783” (c. 1860) WASHINGTON DRAPED BUST 
CENT - TAYLOR RESTRIKE COPPER - BAKER 3 
BREEN 1193 PROOF 63 150.9 gns. Engrailed Edge. Lovely 
hard light brown surfaces mellowed from mint red, traces of 
which remain around some legend letters. Also hints of blue 
toning at the base of the legends. One tiny surface mark in the 
far left reverse field, this coin is remarkably free from any 
distractions. 


489. 1783” (c. 1860) WASHINGTON DRAPED BUST 
CENT - TAYLOR RESTRIKE COPPER - BAKER 3 
BREEN 1193 PROOF 60 145.7 gns. Engrailed Edge. Another 
attractive example, this toned more of a light golden olive. There 
isa darker toning spot by UN of UNITED on the reverse, this 
too is virtually free of contact marks. 









490. “1783” (c. 1860) WASHINGTON DRAPED BUST 
CENT - TAYLOR RESTRIKE SILVER - BAKER 3A 
BREEN 1195 PROOF 45 150.1 gns. Engrailed Edge. Called 
an impaired proof by our consignor which is fair to say as it 
does have wear on its high points, easiest to see on the reverse 
seated figure, but also on Washington's face. Fields have toned 
light gray, deeper gray nearer the rims. There is a small circle of 
lighter toning on the reverse field right of where Liberty is seated. 
Obverse free of marks, reverse with a tiny dig in field left of 
Liberty's waist. 





491. “1783” WASHINGTON UNITY STATES EF45 
118.2 gns. Much nicer than typically seen. Smooth and glossy 
light mahogany surfaces. Virtually problem free, there’s a very 
small rim bruise at 11:00 from the reverse only. The “hatching” 
lines usually found around the periphery are weak and don’t 
extend into the fields beyond the legends. On the reverse they 
virtually can’t be seen at all except at the very base of the coin. 
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493. 1783” WASHINGTON UNITY STATES VF25 
115.1 gns. Smooth honey brown reflective surfaces. Small flaw 
at the rim at 11:00 obverse, no other problems. The obverse is 
totally free of the “hatching” lines usually encountered, and there 
are very few on the reverse, all at the far left. 


494. 1783” WASHINGTON UNITY STATES VF25 
114.9 gns. Generally light brown and reflective, toned a little 
darker at points. Obverse virtually free of “hatching” which for 
the most is confined to the left side of the reverse. Slight 
weakness in reverse left legends, & a minor rim bruise at 9:00. 
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495. *1783” (C. 1815-1820) WASHINGTON LARGE 
MILITARY BUST CENT BAKER 4 BREEN 1203 AUS55 
112.7 gns. Very little evidence of wear. Smooth and glossy light 
olive brown surfaces with traces of mellowed red around parts 
of the legends. Some inconsequential contact marks in the fields, 
of a sort that would not merit mention on any lower grade coin. 
Ex NERCA 11/78 Sale Lot #25 Ticket included 


496. 1783” (C. 1815-1820) WASHINGTON LARGE 
MILITARY BUST CENT BAKER 4 BREEN 1203 AU50 
112.3 gns. A true technical grade would need to be higher for 
this coin, it may well never have experienced actual wear. Even 
and glossy chocolate brown surfaces. Somehow significant 


amounts of hardened dark particulate grunge has established itself 
within and around all of the legends, and clings to the outline of 


portions of the devices. The problem is greatest on the obverse. 
There is also an extremely fine scratch arcing across the obverse, 
passing by Washington’s mouth. 
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497. “1783” (C. 1815-1820) WASHINGTON LARGE 
MILITARY BUST CENT BAKER 4 BREEN 1203 EF40 
108.5 gns. With full bright gold or gilt coating, most unusual. It 
is completely intact, with a spot of copper only showing on the 
rim. Difficult to accurately grade with the original surfaces 
coated, but this piece appears to be of at least this grade. Smooth 
and problem free, the only weakness is at the last 3 letters of 
WASHINGTON. 


498. 1783” (C. 1815-1820) WASHINGTON SMALL 
MILITARY BUST CENT BAKER 4A BREEN 1202 VF30 
117.5 gns. Chocolate brown and smooth, each side shows an 
assortment of minor contact marks in the fields only, all shallow. 
The Small Military Bust Type is significantly scarcer than the 
Large Military Bust Type. 


=J ~— 









499. 
BAKER 15 EF45 190.7 gns. Light brown with hard surfaces, 
and virtually no contact marks. However there are light rim 
bruises at a number of places on both sides. 


500. 1791 WASHINGTON LARGE EAGLE CENT 
BAKER 15 VF30 182.4 gns. Medium olive brown and 
reflective, but both sides display even granularity and no other 
problems. 





501. 1791 WASHINGTON LARGE EAGLE CENT 
BAKER 15 VF30 192.1 gns. Dark chocolate brown, nicely 
reflective but lightly granular obverse, a bit more concentrated 
at lower reverse. Some tiny reverse rim tics and a few forgettable 
surface marks. Ex B&R 6/76 Willing Collection Lot #230. 
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502. 1791 W 
BAKER 16 VF25 191.2 gns. Quite choice for this grade. 
Smooth glossy dark chocolate brown. Two very trivial obverse 
rim tics and no other semblance of a problem A great coin to 
economize on if you insist on eye appeal and don’t want to pay 
for a higher grade. 





503. 1792 WASHINGTON GETZ SMALL EAGLE 
PATTERN BAKER 25 - COPPER (Low R-6) VG10 196.9 
gns. This coin is chocolate brown and free of marks. Surfaces 
are porous yet reflective, the reverse can be called reasonably 
smooth, and the porosity on both sides is shallow and thus not 
overly distracting. The obverse center and the entire reverse show 
the detail of this grade or perhaps even Fine, but the planchet is 
much smaller than usually seen. On the obverse that means the 
legends were never entirely on the planchet to begin with, and 
now they are very faint, partial on the left, fragmentary on the 
right, with the bottom half of the date off of the planchet. On the 
reverse, only OF AMERICA is fully on the flan. Other than 
fragments of STATES, the rest wouldn’t fit. The right wing and 
tail tips of the eagle are against the rim, the left wing tip is off 
the planchet. An acceptable example of a historic and rare coin. 
Unlike most of the Washington coinage that is grouped together 
with U.S. Colonial coins, these pieces were struck in the United 
States, not England. In fact they are patterns, engraved by Peter 
Getz, that were proposed as coinage for the new nation. Found 
both in Silver and Copper, it is thought they were intended for 
use as Half Dollars and Cents. Ex Heritage 6/01 Lot #5336 Ticket 
included, Ex B&R Lot #2041 Ticket included 
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504. 1793 WASHINGTON SHIP HALFPENNY BAKER 
18 VF35 161.4 gns. Medium to dark olive brown and very 
smooth other than where naturally flawed, which involves a small 
rough patch on Washington’s cheek, a tiny lamination at obverse 
rim at 5:00, and another at 12:00 of the reverse rim. Small area 
of dull pink patina by the obverse rim flaw. Planchets for this 
issue almost invariably have minor roughness somewhere in the 
fields. Aside from the areas noted, this is actually much smoother 
than most. Fairly early reverse die state, with central failure 
minimal and the lip barely forming at 5:00 on the rim. 








ee 
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505. 1793 WASHINGTON SHIP HALFPENNY BAKER 
18 VF25 163.7 gns. Medium brown with some minor toning 
shifts under the gloss. Weakly struck at Washington’s shoulder 
or perhaps we might have graded it slightly higher. Obverse has 
the typical minor surface roughness at spots in the fields on either 
side of Washington. Very late reverse die state with lip fully 
formed at lower right rim, and die swelling causing loss of much 
upper central detail in particular. 





506. 1793 WASHINGTON SHIP HALFPENNY BAKER 
18 VF20 159.4 gns. Chocolate brown with a thin line of ruddy 
toning against part of Washington’s back. Reasonably smooth 
surfaces that are quite acceptable for this grade. Die swelling 
has begun on the reverse but the lip has not yet formed. 
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507. 
310.5 gns. Deep brown toning. The obverse while actually quite 
smooth, has some microscopic granularity that makes it a little 
less glossy than the reverse, which is hard and brilliant. A few 
inconspicuous hairlines are hidden at Washington’s shoulder, and 
on the reverse one small and very shallow meandering scrape to 
the outer patina 1s in the field after SECURITY. 


508. 1795 WASHINGTON GRATE TOKEN BAKER 29 
AU58 140.6 gns. Large Buttons with Reeded Edge. Light brown, 
having mellowed trom mint red, traces of which are visible at 
the reverse center & base. Faint slight toning shift on highest 
points of obverse indicate minor rub. A narrow & shallow 
gracefully curving scratch arcs down to the right from the reverse 
center. It is far too regular to be the result of anything unrelated 
to the minting process. Otherwise surfaces are smooth. 


509. 1795 WASHINGTON GRATE TOKEN BAKER 29 
MS60 141.3 gns. Large Buttons with Reeded Edge. With 
impaired reverse surface. A very pleasing light chocolate obverse 
with great flash, other than a small natural lightly rough patch at 
1:00 by the rim. All around that rim toning is lighter with some 
small traces of original color to be found. Perhaps 40% of the 
reverse though is now fully dull, as if the glossy veneer in those 
areas had been stripped away, mostly at the lower and left side 
of the coin.. 


510. (1795) WASHINGTON NORTH WALES 
HALFPENNY VG10 91.8 gns. Mixed golden brown tones, 
from deep to light. Shallow flaw at forehead, with some hairline 
scratches nearby, but mostly smooth and reflective. 











511. UNDATED WASHINGTON DOUBLE HEAD 
CENT AU55 123.4 gns. Needle sharp detail and little if any 
wear, but it is difficult to determine the degree of minor rub if 
any it might have as the surfaces have been lightly waxes. 
Surfaces are as you would expect glossy, but they would be 
anyway since they are so smooth and problem free. Warm 
mahogany brown, with small areas of darker toning, near the 
forward point of the Bust on WASHINGTON side, and at the 
rim by ON on the other side. 
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512. UNDATED WASHINGTON DOUBLE HEAD 
CENT VF25 119.9 gns. Glossy light brown pleasing surfaces, 
with a dig by the rim after N of WASHINGTON and a tiny nick 
on that rim at 5:00. 


aS: UNDATED WASHINGTON DOUBLE HEAD 
CENT VF25 121.4 gns. Medium brown with almost smooth 
(or slightly rough) surfaces otherwise free of problems. 


514, WASHINGTON TYPE TRIO. Includes: 1791 
LARGE EAGLE CENT F15 185.6 gns. Medium brown, free 
of marks but both sides dulled by even fine porosity. WITH 
“1783” WASHINGTON DRAPED BUST - WITH BUTTON 
VF20 111.3 gns. This type, with a button near the center of 
Washington's neck holding his toga together, is much scarcer 
than those without the button. Even chocolate brown other than 
two areas on the reverse (one at center, the other near the left 
center rim) where fairly bright copper red shows. Surfaces 
basically smooth but obverse has a number of light contact marks. 
WITH *1733” UNITY STATES CENT VF35. 116.5 gus. 
Predominantly light golden brown with moderately rough 
surfaces. 
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WASHINGTON SUCCESS TOKEN - LARGE 


oi2. 
PLANCHET - BREEN 1286 AU50 63.9 gns. Reeded Edge. A 
sharp & lovely example. The variety commonly referred to as 
the “Bob Hope” nose, here seen in a much rarer early die state 
w/o the break emerging from the nose. The reverse shows unusual 
detail, w/actual inner detail visible on the eyebrow. The reverse 
shows remnants of some original silvering within the stars & 
rays. Here the contrast between bright silver & deeply toned 
brass is pleasing as the contrast is consistent & symmetrical, w/ 
lighter brass framing the effect on the legends. Obverse is w/o 
silvering, w/nice contrasts of deep golden brown & medium gold. 


516. WASHINGTON SUCCESS TOKEN - SMALL 
PLANCHET - BREEN 1287 F15 63.3 gns. Plain Edge. The 
late state of the “Bob Hope” Nose, with the break through it 
quite advanced. Fields deep golden brown, raised point brassy 
yellow. Reverse looks natural enough, obverse polished at center. 


oh We WASHINGTON SUCCESS TOKEN - SMALL 
PLANCHET - BREEN 1289 EF40 31.7 gns. Much scarcer 
than Large Planchet types. Struck in Brass with a reeded edge, 
retains sizable traces of original silvering. A lovely example, 
problem free with choice surfaces. The brass is evenly toned a 
medium golden brown, while remnants of silvering are lightly 
toned down. The mix creates subtle highlights rather than blotchy 
contrasts which sometimes occurs with partially silvered coins 
(some Pitt Tokens we have seen come to mind). 
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518. 1799 WASHINGTON - VICTOR SINE CLADE - 
FUNERAL MEDAL- LEAD; BAKER 164A VERY GOOD 
1044.3 gns. An extremely rare Washington Funeral Medal. 
Unlike the more familiar funeral urn type Funeral Medals, this 
one is quite large at 55 mm. These are extremely rare in any 
metal, but normally they come in Tin (Baker 164), though lead 
examples are listed (Baker 164A) in Rulau/Fuld’s “Metallic 
Portraits of Washington” Second Edition. They also note 
however that “Cast lead imitations of the Victor Sine Clade metal 
are fairly numerous”. There is nothing in particular about this 
medal to make us suspicious, but we have never previously 
handled any example of this rarity before in any metal. We are 
not the ones we would turn to in order to determine if this piece 
is authentic, and time did not allow us to seek expert opinions 
before the preparation of this catalog. Of course some of the 
expert opinions we would seek are held by persons we fully 
expect to find in attendance at this years C4 Convention prior to 
the Sale commencing, and we will make available to bidders 
any conclusions that are reached. Prudence would dictate an 
assumption that this is a fabrication without further evidence to 
the contrary. The actual medal is moderately toned an even light 
gray, and it’s surfaces show many minor contact marks and 
scattered porosity. Partially compromised hole drilled into top 
for suspension as per original intent and use. Legends are 
virtually full though soft at points. It shares use of the legend 
“He is in glory, the world is in tears” with more common funeral 
medals such as Baker 166A found below. The phrase “Victor 
Sine Clade” from which its name is taken is found here engraved 
on the pedestal that holds Washington’s Funeral Urn. Bowers 
and Merenas 11/99 Sale of the LaRiviere Washingtonia 
Collection contained the Baker Plate Coin struck in Tin as lot 
#3102, one of the few decent examples known. Mostly this piece 
is found in grades and in a condition such as this one, if found at 
all. Refer to Stack’s 5/92 and 5/93 Sales for (Tin) more 
representative examples. 
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a LP WASHINGTON FUNERAL URN MEDAL BAKER 
166A - SILVER - VG8 131.3 gns. Low grade but very pleasing 
with very smooth naturally toned and problem free surfaces. 
Though some parts of the legends become faint, essentially all 
is at least readable, and frequently stronger. These medals were 
struck from dies prepared by Jacob Perkins, who also sunk dies 
for Massachusetts Cents. They were, almost w/o exception, holed 
as made, for they were meant to be worn around the neck in a 
funeral procession organized in Boston after Washington’s death. 















D-15 — Previously unpublished example of the “projectile 
booger” variety of counterfeit British Halfpenny discovered by 
Ray Williams. Not yet listed in the Redbook. All proceeds from 
this lot go to the Grant Weston Fund. 







ASSORTED INTERESTING COLONIAL COPIES 


520. BOLEN STRUCK COPY - “1785” 
CONFEDERATIO CENT - SMALL STARS - KENNEY 3 
COPPER AUS0 150.1 gns. One of only 40 struck in Copper, in 
1863. Rich medium brown surfaces with a few small dull spots 
on the TYRANNIS side, otherwise glossy. 


521. BOLEN STRUCK COPY - “1737” HIGLEY 
COPPER - THREE PENCE - KENNEY 4 COPPER AU50 
148.2 gns. One of only 40 struck in Copper, in 1864. Smooth 
reflective light brown surfaces, hammer side slightly textured 
with small void at center. 


522. BOLEN STRUCK COPY - CAROLINA 
ELEPHANT TOKEN - KENNEY 5 COPPER VF30 161.9 
gns. One of only 40 struck in Copper, in 1869. Dull black & 
brown surfaces w/several large obverse digs to mimic voids, & 
scratches on the elephant. Edges crudely cut, porosity on reverse. 


523. POSSIBLE BOLEN STRUCK COPY - CAROLINA 
ELEPHANT TOKEN VF30 160.9 gns. Dies appear very 
similar but the letters of the legends are all thicker, so that less 
room lies between them. Light brown, few pits on elephant, 
serious rim dents on reverse. 


524. BOLEN STRUCK COPY - NEO EBORAC / 
EXCELLSIOR MULE - KENNEY 11 COPPER MS63 152.8 
gns. One of only 5 struck in Copper.. Eborac side has mint red 
around rims, medium brown within. Excellsior side 80% red. 
Crisp details, problem free. 
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525. 


IDLER STRUCK COPY - GETZ HALF DOLLAR 
- SILVER F12 231.8 gns. Well worn with a polished look, silver 
is well toned gray. Free of marks, copy can no longer be read on 
the rim. 





526. DICKESON STRUCK COPY - WASHINGTON / 
SHIP MULE - BAKER 615B SILVER AUS50 248.2 gns. Dig 
in the field behind Washington, and a few hairlines, Ship side 
choice and crisp. This is part of a series struck by Dickeson of 
Sommer Island Mules, each combining one of the dies of the 
Sommer Island Shilling copy he had made with an unrelated 
die. Here there is a store card obverse of Washington paired 
with the shop Sommer Islands reverse. 


527. SOMMER ISLANDS SIXPENCE - UNKNOWN 
ORIGIN UNLISTED STRUCK COPY - COPPER PROOF 
64 49.1 gns. Ex Richard Picker Collection. Absolutely choice 
chocolate brown surfaces. All designs finely etched and boldly 
struck with a wonderful flair. A great coin. Ex Coin Galleries 
11/90 Lot #2544 Lot Ticket not included 


528. “1778” NON DEPENDENS STATUS AUSS 131.4 
gns. As summarized by our consignor: Probably a fantasy piece 
of George H. Lovett, ca. 1862-3. Medium brown predominantly 
with some very dark shadowing providing contrast. Scattered 
light porosity but nothing serious. 


529. CRUDE FORGERY OF ALBANY CHURCH 
PENNY - STRUCK OVER A CONNECTICUT COPPER 
F12 124.7 ens. A Church Penny copy die struck several times 
with great force to create a fake Albany Church Penny on a worn 
and defective Connecticut Copper as a planchet. CHURCH 
PENNY easily read but chatter struck. Struck within a serrated 
border. Host coin seriously warped in the act, undertype legend 
visible around edge. Reverse is bent pitted and blank. 
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530. “1792 “GETZ HALF DOLLAR - ELECTROTY PE 
- PLAIN EDGE BAKER 28 EF45 270.9 gns. Once silvered to 
create a fake rarer rarity, large portions remain on the obverse, 
much less on the reverse where it is toned a deep chocolate brown. 


3H WASHINGTON SUCCESS TOKEN - 
ELECTROTYPE - LARGE PLANCHET AU55 72.0 gns. 
Checolate brown with hints of mint red. This is a frightening 
electro because it is so good. Very thin and light. An incredible 
high end piece was used as the model. 


S32 USA BAR COPPER - STRUCK COPY VEF20 102.7 
gns. Smooth and appealing light brown surfaces. The obverse 
looks about right, but the reverse bars somehow are too thick, 
and they extend to far to the edge of the planchet among other 
things. 


Sao: (1672-1675) SAINT PATRICK HALFPENNY - 
COPY - VLACK 1-A BREEN 198 MARIS 1-A VF35 162.2 
gns. Rather garish pink and gold tones is the first give away that 
something is wrong, COPY stamped on the edge is the second. 
Comes with John Griffee signed envelope. 


534. 1774 CONTEMPORARY COUNTERFEIT 
BRITISH HALFPENNY - DOUBLE STRUCK - VF20. The 
overlapping second strike is only on the obverse, and it only 
really shows on the bust itself. That is part of the appeal of this 
coin. The back of the King’s head is reproduced over the center 
of his head, The result is he has a bold hair ribbon sprouting out 
from where his ear should be. Light brown, reasonably smooth, 
reflective, and problem free. 


LEATHER BOUND PRESENTATION COPY OF THE 7TH 
ANNUAL C-4 CONVENTION SALE CATALOG 
FEATURING THE BUD BIBBINS COLLECTION OF 
VERMONT COINAGE. All proceeds to C-4. 


D-17. ~— Adeluxe full leather presentation copy of the 7th Annual 
C-4 Convention Sale catalog with additional photographs. One 
of 12 signed leather bound copies produced. All proceeds from 
this lot go to C-4. 





END OF SALE 


In closing we would like to show our 
appreciation for everything that was done, and 
all of the help given. For every time that no 
one noticed, or no one spoke up, or the effort 
made was taken for granted, let this be our 
sincere “Thank You”. None of it would have 


been possible without you, and though no one 


else may realize it, you know who you are. 
Our apologies to anyone who we may have 
inadvertently left out. 
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TERMS OF SALE 
|. This is a private sale. Participation is by invitation only and is limited to members of C-4 or the Early American Coppers Club or 
invited guests. The auctioneer reserves the right to refuse to honor any bid which, at his sole discretion, he feels is not submitted in 
good faith, The auctioneer may withdraw any lot, without prior notice, for any reason whatsoever. 

2. The highest bidder acknowledged by the auctioneer shall be the buyer. In case of dispute the auctioneer may at his sole discretion 
reopen a lot. In all cases the auctioneer's decision shall be final and binding on bidders. 

. All sales are payable in U.S. funds immediately upon receipt of invoice unless other arrangements have been made prior to the sale. 
Lots delivered in state of sale are subject to all applicable state and local taxes unless appropriate permits are on file with us. 

4. Postage will be added to the invoice of all successful mail bidders. 

. A 10% buyers fee will be added to all invoices. 

6. Please keep in mind this is not an approval sale. All sales are considered final. Sales to the floor may not be returned for any reason 

save authenticity. Sales to mail bidders are final unless lot proves to have been mis-described. 

7. Lots will be available for viewing at the C-4 Convention, Boston, Massachusetts or by appointment. 

. Mail bids or phone bids will be accepted up through the day of the sale. All bids will be reduced. Lots will open at one increment 
above second highest mail bidder. Bidding will proceed as competition dictates with the lot either selling to the floor or to the mail 
bidder at one increment above the second highest bid. 

9. Consignor may bid or place a reserve bid on their own coins. Any coins repurchased by a consignor will be announced as a pass. 

Principals of the auction firm may consign or may bid on coins in the sale. 


MAIL BIDS 


oe) 


tn 
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Please mail all bids to: 
M & G Auction 
P.O. Box 951988 * Lake Mary, FL 32795-1988 
Phone 407-321-8747 or Fax 407-321-5138 


Mail Bid Form 


| hereby authorize M & G AUCTIONS to execute the following bid(s) at the auction to be held 


Please buy the following lot(s) for me at the price(s) not exceeding those shown. The bid(s) is made subject 
to the “Terms of Sale”, and | agree to remit promptly on receipt of invoice or notification that the bid(s) is 
successful. This signed bid sheet constitutes an agreement between me and M & G AUCTIONS. 


NAME 





ADDRESS 








CITY ZIP CODE 








SIGNATURE PHONE ( 


EAC# 
IF NECESSARY, PLEASE INCREASE MY BID(S) BY: 
O) 10% QO 20% 030% $0 Other 














SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 























Please Mail Bids To: M & G Auction * P.O. Box 951988 * Lake Mary, FL 32795-1988 * Phone 407-321-8747 * FAX 407-321-5138 
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Bid Sheet 





jtoT | BID | 


LOT 











| I~ 
a 


A Buyer’s Commission of ten percent (10%) on each individual lot will be added to all purchases made by all bidders 
and will be based on the total amount of the final bid. THE BUYER’S COMMISSION WILL BE ADDED TO ALLINVOICES. 
We cannot be responsible for errors in handling. CHECK YOU BID SHEET CAREFULLY. 
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